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Cox Crowned
New Choctaw
Indian Princess
Kassie Lann Cox was
crowned the 2017-2018 Choctaw Indian Princess during
the opening night of the 68th
Annual Choctaw Indian Fair
on Wednesday, July 12, at the
Pearl River Amphitheater.
Cox, of the Red Water community, was among 12 beautiful
young Chahta Ohóyo (Choctaw
women) to vie for the honor of
becoming the 63rd Choctaw
Indian Princess to represent the
Mississippi Choctaws.
She is the 19-year-old daughter of Warren and Chassidy
Wilson and Daniel Cox. She
will be a sophomore this fall at
Mississippi College in Clinton.
Her sponsor was the Red Water
Development Club.
Katelyn RayAnn Shoemake,
the 17-year-old daughter of
Gregory and Tracy Shoemake

CHOCTAW, MISSISSIPPI 39350

of the Conehatta community,
was selected First Alternate.
She was also named the winner
of a new pageant component
this year, Media Relations. She
will be a senior at Choctaw
Central High School in the fall.
Her sponsor was the Choctaw
Health Center Employees Association.
Kambree Chanae Chickaway, the 20-year-old daughter of LaShannon Ferris and
Karady Chickaway, was selected Second Alternate and Miss
Congeniality. She is a member
of the Conehatta community
and will be a junior at the University of Southern Mississippi
in Hattiesburg this fall. She was
sponsored by the Gaming Properties of Pearl River Resort.
Sindle Patryse Williams, the
17-year-old daughter of Prisinda Isaac and Lathom Williams,
Sr. of the Pearl River community, was selected Most Photogenic. She will be a senior this
fall at Neshoba Central High
School. The Family of Pat-
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Pictured from left is First Alternate Katelyn Shoemake, newly
crowned Choctaw Indian Princess Kassie Cox & Second Alternate
Kambree Chickaway.

sy and Preston Isaac was her
sponsor.
Each year, a special young
lady is inducted into an elite
and exclusive circle with the
honor and responsibility of representing her Tribe.
A panel of judges selects
the next princess by awarding
points based on communication skills, poise, evening wear,
traditional dress, personality,

and cultural understanding.
The princess celebrates the
Tribe’s accomplishments in the
forthcoming year as an iconic
figure on the Tribal, local, state,
and national levels.
As ambassador, she represents the Tribe at ribbon
cuttings,
groundbreakings,
conferences, and other events,
occasionally alongside the
Tribal Chief.

Stickball Teams Claim WSS Titles
Five division championships were decided
in exciting, hard-fought
battles in this year’s
World Series Stickball
(WSS).
Over 40 stickball
games in three adult
and two youth divisions
were played in a span
of 11 days, beginning
on July 3 and culminating with championships on July 14 and 15
at Warrior Stadium on
the campus of Choctaw
Central High School in
Choctaw.
On Friday afternoon,

July 14, Pearl River repeated as youth Pushmataha Division (ages
10-13) champions as
they defeated Bok Cito
5-2. Koni Hata Himitah
also repeated as champions in the youth Tulli
Okchi Ishko Division
(14-17) with a 2-0 win
over Pearl River.
Later in the evening,
Bok Cito won the men’s
35-over division championship with a 2-1
victory over Red Clay
Hills. Koni Hata Ohoyo
claimed the women’s
division title with a 1-0

win over Tiak Hikiya
Ohoyo.
On Saturday evening,
July 15, Koni Hata won
the men’s championship
as they defeated Bok
Cito 1-0 to conclude
activities of the 68th
Annual Choctaw Indian
Fair.
“Stickball is always
exciting. Each year it’s
always something to
look forward to, especially with the brackets
being set for this year.
For the tournament to

............see WSS, pg. 7
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Halito!
Another busy summer
is coming to an end, and
we soon will transition
to the 2017-2018 school
year. We have had a truly
memorable summer full
of activities, and I know
our fall will be just as
busy. Soon we will host
the Annual Nanih Waiya
All-Star Stickball games
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and Ceremony at the
Mound, as well as welcome students and staff
back to our Choctaw
Tribal Schools.
While we prepare for
these activities, let’s remember temperatures
are still very hot, and
it’s important that we all
stay hydrated and cool.
Take precautions and

Recognized during the Chief’s Hour closing ceremonies on Saturday, July 15, were several competition
winners and World Series Stickball (WSS) champions.
Pictured left, newly crowned Choctaw Indian Princess
Kassie Cox presented a certificate to Tucker Development Club President Sandy Balderas for winning the
development club community booth competition. Pictured right is WSS coach Eric Billy as he accepted the
certificate on behalf of the Tulli Okchi Ishko Division
champions Koni Hata Himitah.
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be mindful of our elders
and children who are
more vulnerable to heat
exposure.
68th Annual
Choctaw Indian
Fair
On July 12-15, 2017,
we celebrated the Tribe’s
68th Annual Choctaw
Indian Fair. A time-honored tradition during the
summer, I was very glad
to see many visitors,
friends, and families attend and take part in the
fun activities our Tribal
fair offers.
The Choctaw Indian
Fair is truly a time to
celebrate our ancestral
spirit through stickball,
foods, dance, songs,
arts, crafts, and activities like the Choctaw
Princess Pageant, Iron
Warrior competitions,
Rez Run, carnival rides,
and so much more.
During the annual
Chief’s Hour opening
and closing ceremonies on Wednesday and
Saturday nights, I was
very pleased to welcome, along with Tribal
Council representatives,
guests from local governments and visiting
royalty from across Indian Country on stage.
In the tradition of
naming a new Choctaw
Indian Princess, Miss
Kassie Lann Cox of the
Red Water Community
was also recognized and

Princess Kassie Cox presented certificates to WSS
coaches Bruce Jefferson, left, on behalf of the women’s
division champions Koni Hata Ohoyo and Van Morris,
right, on behalf of the men’s 35-over division champions Bok Cito.

Princess Kassie Cox with 2017 Stickball Shootout
winners, pictured left, Jacori Henry, ages 6-7 division
winner, & Alandrick Hathorne, pictured right, ages
8-9 division winner.

takes her place as the
63rd Choctaw Indian
Princess.
And congratulations
to our World Series
Stickball Men’s Championship team Koni
Hata, Women’s Division
Champions Koni Hata
Ohoya, 35 and Over
Men’s Champions Bok
Cito, Tulli Okchi Ishko
Champions Koni Hata
Himitah, and Pushmataha Division Champions Pearl River. This
year’s World Series
Stickball
tournament
did not disappoint and
proved to be quite exciting.
Additional
winners
recognized from other
activities included the
2017 Iron Warrior competition winner, Eric
Pinto - Men’s Division,
Miranda Stamper –
Women’s Division, and
Rez Run Winners, Jo-

seph Chebet and Meggan Franks in the 10k
race and Lucy Hardy
and Dustin Mettler, 5k
winners respectively.
Another friendly competition amongst our
Tribal community development clubs during
the fair is the widely-favored Community Booth Exhibits, of
which Tucker Community won first prize.
Again,
congratulations to all our winners,
and we look forward to
seeing you all again next
year at the 69th Annual
Choctaw Indian Fair.
The Choctaw Indian
Fair is a great memorable time for all Tribal
members and could not
be possible without a
host of dedicated employees who put in much
time and dedication to

...continued next page
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the fair’s planning and
implementation.
I thank these individuals on the fair committee, including the many
Tribal employees who
put in their time to work
hours and/or volunteer
to make sure the fair is
safe, fun-filled, and services the many needs of
our visitors. Yakoki!
Nanih Waiya
Stickball and
Celebration at the
Mound
In August our Tribe
celebrates our Mother
Mound, Nanih Waiya,
with a number of activities.
It was back in April
of 2007 that the State
of Mississippi through
Senate Bill 2732, returned the mound back
to its rightful owner, the
Choctaw Tribe. The following year, in August
2008, a proclamation
was signed celebrating
the mound’s return and
declaring Nanih Waiya
would never be sold,
traded or negotiated
with ever again.
The second Friday in
August was proclaimed
Nanih Waiya Day, a
tribal holiday. This year
Nanih Waiya Day was
Friday, August 11, 2017.
The annual Nanih
Waiya Day activities include the All-Star Stickball Games at Warrior
Stadium and a ceremony at the Nanih Waiya
Mound. While we always try to host these activities during the week
of the Nanih Waiya Holiday, the weather has
been quite wet and rainy
so the events have been
postponed for sunnier

days.
The ceremony is a
great gathering of Tribal
members and friends as
we all pay respect and
honor our unique Choctaw heritage. It will certainly be a festive time
when we all get together
to celebrate our origins.
Driveway Repair
Program
I am pleased to announce the start of a
new project to provide
support to our Tribal Elders living in the Choctaw Tribal communities.
The Driveway Repair
Project for Elders, Disabled and/ or Handicapped individuals will
begin taking applications starting August 14,
2017, through October
2, 2017.
This program is for
Tribal Elders, permanently disabled and
handicapped individuals
that are enrolled members of the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Indians and who own their
home on the Choctaw
Reservation.
Funds have been
budgeted to provide
100 feet of repair or replacement of the worst
driveway sections at the
permanent
residence
for eligible applicants.
Driveway repairs will
be prioritized based on
damage and number of
repairs needed.
To learn more about
eligibility requirements
and/or to fill out an application, please visit the
Choctaw Elderly Activity Center or call Gary
Williamson at (601)
663-3003.
I look forward to see-
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ing the results of this
program to benefit our
honored Tribal Elders.
Resort and Tribal
Budget Meetings
As we approach the
planning season for fiscal year 2018, our programs and enterprises
are diligently at work to
plan budgets that help
meet the needs of our
Tribal members and
provide essential government services.
A series of budget
meetings are scheduled
for programs to present
a review of the FY18
budget year and plans
for the upcoming year.
New 2017-2018
School Year
On Monday, August
7th, we started another
school year at Choctaw
Tribal Schools. Like our
tribe, the population of
our student body continues to grow.
This year will mark
several important milestones as we open the
saferoom at Pearl River
Elementary School and
break ground on a new
Pearl River Upper Elementary School building.
Our Tribe operates
the largest consolidated school system in Indian Country with six
elementary schools, a
middle school and high
school.
Choctaw Central High
School continues to excel in the classrooms
with high ACT scores,
superior performance in
a number of academic
competitions and in athletic fields of play.

Classes from early
childhood to high school
are adapting to important workplace skills as
we prepare Tribal students for college and
careers.
I truly believe in the
quality educators, staff
and administrators we
have at each school.
Choctaw Tribal Schools
are a great place to learn
and create lasting and
formative memories.
I send best wishes to
all our students, teachers, staff, administrators,
parents and guardians
for a successful school
year. I hope many goals
are set and exceeded in
2017-2018. Go Warriors!
Closing
In closing, I want to
once again thank everyone for a wonderful
Choctaw Indian Fair.
The reviews have been
outstanding, and I know
the work that goes into
planning the fair each

year. We have amazing
staff and volunteers that
help to create special
experiences for our fairgoers. You all are to be
commended!
As we enter a new
school year and plan our
new fiscal year, I ask for
your continued support,
encouragement
and
prayers for our students,
educators, school staff,
Tribal leaders, program
directors and managers.
It’s essential that we
support each other and
lend a hand to those in
need.
The Lord has greatly
blessed our Tribe and
people. Let us always
remember to pause in
our busy days and give
thanks for His wonderful daily mercies.
Many Blessings,
Phyliss J. Anderson,
Tribal Chief
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The following ordinances &
resolutions were submitted to
the Choctaw Tribal Council for
consideration. Listed below is a
brief summary & action taken.
Individuals wishing to request a
resolution and/or its attachment
must have a DOCUMENT REQUEST FORM completed &
submitted to the Policy & Legislative Office. For more information, call 601-650-7486.
REGULAR CALL
MEETING, JULY 11
Resolution CHO 17-062,
approving a Memorandum of
Understanding between the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians (MBCI) & the National Indian Gaming Commission

CHOCTAW COMMUNITY NEWS

regarding Criminal History Record Information, was ADOPTED 17 YES (L. Ahshapanek, R.
Anderson, T. Anderson, R. Bell,
C. Eaves, R. Isaac, S. Johnson,
D. Martin, D. McClelland, B.
McMillan, W. McMillan, H.
Nickey, L. Parkerson, R. Sockey, B. Steve, K. Wallace, & D.
Wilson); 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-063,
approving a Contingency Fee
Agreement with Patterson
Ehrhardt, was ADOPTED 17
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-064,
authorizing the Department of
Family & Community Services
to apply for a grant from the
Mississippi State Department
of Health, Office of Interper-

Tribal Officials Sworn-In

Elected tribal officials were officially sworn-in during a
regular Tribal Council meeting on Tuesday, July 11 at the
Golden Moon VIP Room in Choctaw. Administering the
oaths of office was MBCI Supreme Court Chief Justice
Kevin Briscoe. Tribal Council members sworn-in were, pictured from left, Deborah Martin of Pearl River, Hilda Nickey of Conehatta, Tarina Anderson of Conehatta, Dorothy
Wilson of Tucker, Kendall Wallace of Bogue Chitto, Loriann Ahshapanek of Standing Pine, Roderick Bell of Bogue
Chitto, Barry McMillan of Pearl River, & Chris Eaves of
Crystal Ridge. Also during the meeting, Hilda Nickey was
selected as Vice Chief, Richard Isaac as Secretary/Treasurer, and Berdie Steve as Committee Systems Chair.

sonal Violence, to continue the
Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) Grant Program, was
ADOPTED 17 YES; 0 NO; 0
ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-065,
authorizing Choctaw Tribal
Court to apply for funding from
the Edward Byrne Memorial
Justice Assistance Grant from
the U.S. Department of Justice, was ADOPTED 17 YES;
0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-066(B),
authorizing a timber sale in the
Tucker Community Units 22,
23, & 24, was ADOPTED 17
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-067(B),
approving the Timber Use Policy Statement for cutting & removal of forest products from
lands of the MBCI, was ADOPTED 17 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-068(B),
approving a site lease for a proposed trailer site for Wanda
Chickaway in the Conehatta
Community, was ADOPTED
17 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-069, requesting demolition of the Indian Health Service metal supply/
storage building, was ADOPTED 11 YES (L. Ahshapanek,
R. Bell, C. Eaves, R. Isaac, S.
Johnson, D. Martin, D. McClelland, H. Nickey, R. Sockey,
B. Steve, & K. Wallace); 5 NO
(T. Anderson, B. McMillan, W.
McMillan, L. Parkerson, & D.
Wilson); 1 ABSTAIN (R. Anderson).
Resolution CHO 17-070,
approving the Department of
Early Childhood Parent Handbook for the 2017-2018 School
Year, was
ADOPTED 17
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-071,
approving the Department of
Early Childhood Staff Handbook for the 2017-2018 School
Year, was ADOPTED 17 YES;
0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-072,
approving the 2017-2018 Poli-

cy Handbooks for the Choctaw
Tribal Schools, was ADOPTED
17 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-073,
approving the Tribal School
Budgets for 2017-2018, was
ADOPTED 17 YES; 0 NO; 0
ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-074,
submitting a proposal to the Administration for Native Americans for a Teen Stress Management & Suicide Prevention
Project, was ADOPTED 17
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-075(B),
approving increase in blood
degree for previously enrolled
Tribal members, was ADOPTED 17 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-076(B),
approving Tribal enrollments,
was ADOPTED 17 YES; 0
NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-077,
confirming the Tribal Chief
& Secretary/Treasurer & the
authorities granted to each,
regarding cash & investment
accounts, was ADOPTED 17
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
Resolution CHO 17-078,
authorizing the Tribal Chief &
Secretary-Treasurer to instruct
the U.S. Department of Interior, Office of Special Trustee,
to disburse funds & to provide
investment instructions to the
Tribe, was ADOPTED 17 YES;
0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN.
(July 18 Continuation of
Regular Call Meeting from
July 11)
Resolution CHO 17-079,
approving appointments to
Tribal Council committees &
their chairs, was ADOPTED 11
YES (L. Ahshapanek, C. Eaves,
R. Isaac, S. Johnson, D. Martin, W. McMillan, H. Nickey, R.
Sockey, B. Steve, K. Wallace, &
D. Wilson); 3 NO (T. Anderson,
B. McMillan, & L. Parkerson);
0 ABSTAIN; 3 ABSENT (R.
Anderson, R. Bell, & D. McClelland).
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The Evolving Role of Nursing
Submitted by Beverly
Terry, RN, BSN, CHC
Managed Care Director
Before people were
formally called “nurses,” people relied on the
mercy of their family
members, community
& church to take care
of them when they were
sick. Even so, at that
time, very little other
than keeping the patient

comfortable was expected.
Ironically, this job
was always the responsibility of the women &
was most often done in
the home. Many view
the role of the nurse as
having
dramatically
evolved since they are
now tasked with a wide
range of health care responsibilities.
Nursing, whether for-

Isaac Retires

The Choctaw Health Center
(CHC) is delighted & disheartened
to announce the retirement of Regina John Isaac, Director of Nursing.
Her last day was June 30.
Regina went to LPN school at
Khunn Memorial State Hospital in
Vicksburg. She received her degree
as a Registered Nurse at Jackson
County Junior College.
Her first nursing job was at Rush
Memorial Hospital. She later moved
to Chicago, Ill., & was employed at
Doctors Hospital & Ravenswood
Trauma Center. When her family
moved back to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, she was employed at Singing
River Hospital for 17 years & Gulfport Memorial Hospital for 5 years.

mally or informally,
has been linked to the
nurturing & caring for
another human being.
Today’s nurses, made up
of men & women, aren’t
just caring for the sick;
they are changing the
very notion of modern
medicine & how health
care is delivered.
Nursing has become
more complex in ways
that could have never

She returned
home & began
working
at
CHC.
R e g i n a
worked a total of 54 years
in the field of
nursing,
17
as an LPN &
37 as an RN.
Seventeen &
a half of those years have been at
CHC.
Regina has been an integral part
of our health services. Her contributions will always be valued &
remembered. Her hard work, commitment, & dedication are worthy of
admiration. CHC wishes Regina the
very best in her retirement.

been imagined 25 years
ago. It is more than
knowing how to perform tasks & procedures
or giving a patient medications; it is about being
an effective & collaborative member of the
health care team.
Improvements in nursing education have led
the way for this evolving role of nurses in
modern day health care.
With the right skills &
knowledge, the next
generation of nurses is
& will continue to make
a bigger difference.
Patients can be com-

Jim Named
Interim
Director

forted by the fact, especially at 3:00 a.m., when
few other professionals
are available, nurses of
today are more than just
caring individuals, they
are also critical thinkers who use reasoning
& judgment & know
when to call the rest of
the team.
That is why nursing
education plays such a
vital role in the health
care system of today.
Nursing has become a
profession for the intellectual, the innovator,

.....see NURSES, pg. 6

The Choctaw Health
Center (CHC) is delighted to announce Mary Jim,
RN, as Interim Director of Nursing, effective
June 30. Mary will lead the department of nursing until the appointment of a new director.
The CHC would like to thank Mary for taking on this opportunity, & for her professional
dedication & commitment to the department of
nursing & CHC.
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View Your Health Info With PHR
The Personal Health
Record (PHR) is a website where you can view
your health information.
Your PHR is at: https://

phr.ihs.gov
You need to have access to the Internet or a
data connection to use
the PHR. You also need

From the
CHC Business
Office
Did you know that if you are eligible for Purchased/Referred Care (PRC Referrals), you are
required to notify the PRC program for emergency room visits at other hospitals/clinics?
The PRC program must be notified of emergent
care to other hospitals/clinics within 72 hours (3
days) of the emergency room visit or admission.
The patient or someone on behalf of the patient
must contact the PRC. The notification is extended to 30 days for the elderly (age 65+) and the
disabled.
Business Office Hours/Phone Number:
Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
601-389-4060

When the Business Office is closed (after 5:00
p.m., weekends & holidays), please leave a message on the Business Office voicemail. We ask
that you leave a clear message that include:
• Patient’s full name
• Date of birth
• Name of emergency room facility
• Date of service or admission
• Reason for emergency
• Working phone number
The Business Office will call you the next business day following your notification. It is extremely important to leave a working phone number to
contact you to get additional information.
Please note the 72-hour notification does not
guarantee approval of payment. Case Management and/or the PRC Committee will review on
a case-by-case basis and determine approval of
payment, based on factors such as a life-threatening emergency room visit or if services were not
available at Choctaw Health Center. Any services
that could have been provided at Choctaw Health
Center, such as a common cold or flu, will not be
approved for payment.
If you have more questions regarding the PRC
72-Hour notification requirement, do not hesitate
to contact the Business Office.

to sign up for your PHR.
What can you
do with PHR?
• View your lab results.
• Learn about your
medications.
• Keep track of your
health issues.
• View a list of your
medications.
• Save a copy of your
health information.
• Send an e-mail message to your health care
team.
• Make sure the information in your medical
record is correct.
• View a record of
your immunizations.
• Share your health

information with a caregiver or family member.
Is your health
information safe?
Yes, your health information is secure. Be
cautious when viewing
or downloading your
health information to
a public computer. Always log out when you
are finished looking at
your PHR.
HOW TO SIGN UP
FOR YOUR PHR
Step 1: Create a
PHR account
1. Go to https://phr.
ihs.gov in your web
browser.
2. Click the button labeled “Register to use
PHR.”

3. Choose a username
& password that you can
remember.
4. You will be asked
to enter some information about yourself.
When you are finished,
you will get a message
asking you to go to your
hospital or clinic to finish the registration process.
Step 2: Meet your
PHR Registrar
You will need to meet
with the hospital or clinic’s PHR Registrar. This
person will activate your
account. Please bring
a photo ID if you have
one.
Step 3: Login to the
PHR
.....continued next page

NURSES ............................................................ continued from page five
the curious, the strong,
the courageous, the nurturing, the advocate, the
dedicated, & the committed.
Today, nursing is
practiced as an applied

PRIMARY
CARE
Phone:
601-389-4300

FOR ALL
EMERGENCIES DIAL 911

Saturday
Clinic

Opens on the 4th
Saturday of Each
Month

Hours:
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Last sign-in at
11:30 a.m.
Upcoming Dates
August 26
October 28

science. This is why
nursing is now widely
viewed as a profession
versus an occupation or
job. But what does this
really mean? It means
responsibility, self-sufficiency, & accountability are now interwoven
within the practice of
nursing.
Through the American Nursing Association (ANA), the nursing
profession has developed statements about
the professional direction for nurses to follow. These statements
have been important to
help establish guides
for nursing practice,
establish control over
practice & influence the
quality of that practice.
The ANA works
closely with most state
boards of nursing with
the development of the
strict licensure guide-

lines under which professional nurses of many
levels practice today.
While the view of a
nurse has evolved from
its past reputation as being one of only a caregiver to that of being an
educated professional
team member representing an integral part
of the healthcare system; but because of the
very inherent nature that
makes nurses choose
nursing, we will forever & proudly remain as
care givers & advocates
for the most sick & vulnerable members of our
communities. It is after
all, what we do & love.
The only thing that
has really changed; the
limitless career paths
& options we have to
choose from so we can
practice the profession
of nursing & do what it
is we nurses do.

CHOCTAW COMMUNITY NEWS
After you talk with
the PHR registrar, your
PHR account will be
ready.
1. Go to https://phr.
ihs.gov.
2. Enter your username & password.
3. Select the health record you would like to
view.
4. You can now view
your health information.
For more information, visit the Indian
Health Service website
at http://www.ihs.gov,
call CHC Health Information Management at
(601) 389-4187 or (601)
389-4188, or visit CHC
Health
Information
Management (3rd floor),
210 Hospital Circle in
Choctaw.

BIKE
RODEO

August 24
5:30 p.m.
Geyser Falls
Parking Lot C/D
For Diabetes
Awareness
Open to all ages. If
you are interested,
come by the Diabetes Clinic at Choctaw Health Center
& fill out a registration form. Parents/
guardians must sign
registration
form
before the child
can participate in
the bike rodeo. For
more information,
call (601)389-4370.
Sponsored by Special
Diabetes Program
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Breastfeeding:
A Timeless Tradition

Learn more about breastfeeding & hear from speakers
who are proud of their breastfeeding experiences!

BRING THE FAMILY!

Door prizes will be given away. Refreshments will be
provided. First 50 prenatal or breastfeeding women
to sign in will receive a prize bag.

Choctaw Health Center Shoti Café
Wednesday, August 23, 2017
2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the WIC Program, CHC Nutrition
Department, Public Health, Women’s Wellness,
Diabetes Program, & Choctaw Food Distribution.
Contact the WIC Program at 601-389-4510
for more information.

WSS ............................................................................................................. continued from page one
end like this, in a close
match, it’s always great
to see,” said WSS Commissioner Thomas Ben.
“There is nothing like
it. Nothing like feeling
the energy of all the
fans, coaches and players participating in the
atmosphere they create.
That’s what makes it exciting.”
Pushmataha
Championship
Pearl River 5, Bok
Cito 2
Bok Cito got on the
board first as Neera Bell
scored at the 2:09 mark.
Pearl River immediately
answered with a goal by
Johnny Vaughn II with
1:52 in the first quarter.
Vaughn scored again
at the 6:53 mark in the
second quarter. Teammate Jeriah Jimmie
added a goal with :38
remaining for a Pearl
River 3-1 lead at halftime.
Pearl River added another goal by Jeremiah
Mingo 7:32 in the third.

In the fourth, Ayden
McKinney scored with
5:12 remaining for Pearl
River. Bok Cito’s Ethen
Hernandez added a goal
at the 3:07 mark.
“Both teams played
pretty good going back
and forth. Luckily, we
found a way to get a
couple of shots in, but
(Bok Cito) was still
fighting. Give them
credit for playing hard,”
said Pearl River coach
Jimmy Vaughn.
Pearl River assistant
coach Garrison Joe added he was proud of his
players’ determination.
“They did all the work
so you can’t take nothing from them or Bok
Cito. It makes me happy we came out on top,”
said Joe.
Bok Cito coach Elijah Jimmie said it was
a tough battle and commended his players for
not giving up.
“It doesn’t matter what
the score is, we tell them
it’s always 0-0 and you
never know what can

happen. We always tell
them its not impossible
to come back because
we have come back
before. Our hats off to
Pearl River coaches and
players. They played
hard and they deserve
it,” said Jimmie.
Pearl River’s Malahta Stoliby was named
MVP.
Tulli Okchi Ishko
Championship
Koni Hata Himitah
2, Pearl River 0
“It’s good to win
again,” said Koni Hata
coach Eric Billy. “Our
main focus is teaching
the players how to play
stickball and what stickball is all about.”
Billy said a good vibe
among his players is important, and as coaches,
that’s what they try to
instill in them.
“We encouraged them.
I knew the weather was
hot, but once they overcame the heat they were
going to be champions
again.”

After a scoreless first
half, Koni Hata’s Merrick Hickman scored
with 4:40 in the third.
Teammate Keenan McMillan added another
goal with 8:52 in the
fourth as the defense
held Pearl River scoreless in the contest.
For the second straight
year, Yunish Billy of
Koni Hata was named
MVP.
“I told them let’s keep
fighting and believe in
our shooters. We’ll come
out on top if we believe
in each other and that’s
what we did. We came
out on top.”
Pearl River coach
Jamison Gibson said
even in defeat he saw
potential for next year’s
team.
“Last year, we got
beat 8-2 against Koni
Hata and this year we
lost by two. I feel fatigue set in and our players were moving around
and not staying in their

WSS continued pg. 11
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WSS .................................................................................................................................................... continued from page seven
spot. This is my second
year coaching and like
these young guys, we
are improving. I feel if
everybody comes back
next year we’re going
to be back here playing
for the championship
again.”
Men’s 35-Over
Championship
Bok Cito 2, Red Clay
Hills 1
The first half was
scoreless until Bok
Cito’s Carl Hickman
scored 3:16 in the third
quarter. Liasha Alex tied
the game with his goal
8:04 in the fourth for
Red Clay Hills.
Moments later at the
6:42 mark, Ricky “Colombo” Willis gave Bok
Cito the lead for good
with his goal to secure
the win.
“I was keeping an eye
on which way the ball
was going to go, then it
popped out towards my
way. I scooped it up in
a split second and knew
it was my game,” said
Willis of his goal. He
was named MVP.
“It was a hard game.
You got to work hard
and play with the team
and make the effort together and do what you
got to do,” Willis said.
Van Morris, Bok Cito
coach, said his team
fought hard and deserved the win, especially playing on a slippery
field after a rain shower
earlier in the evening.
“All that slipping and
sliding messed up everybody’s play so it played
a big part,” said Morris.
“If we keep everybody
we’re going to be back

strong and we’re going
to win it again.”
It was Bok Cito’s
fourth 35-over championship since 2009.
“It was a good game
for both teams. They
came out ready to play.
We did too, but it just
happens that way. There
has to be a winner
and a loser,” said Red
Clay Hills coach Lucas
Thomas.
Women’s
Championship
Koni Hata Ohoyo 1,
Tiak Hikiya Ohoyo 0
After a scoreless first
quarter, Koni Hata got
on the board with Denielle Phillips’ goal at
the 6:18 mark in the second quarter for the lone
goal of the contest.
Both teams displayed
determined defenses as
quick, skilled centers
played at intense levels.
“It was a tough game
and we kept it together,”
said first year Koni Hata
coach Bruce Jefferson.
“I told the girls during
halftime we got that
one point and defense is
going to take us home.
Sure enough, defense
brought us home.”
“We got a bunch of
girls that’s wanting to
come back next year and
I got plenty more that
want to join us. Maybe
we can repeat next year,
maybe get three,” said
Jefferson.
It was Koni Hata’s
third women’s title.
They had previously
won in 2012 and 2014.
Koni Hata’s Emily
Shoemake was named
MVP and said the honor was a blessing and

found inspiration playing for her guardian angel, Cassie Shoemake, a
teammate who had recently passed away.
“I not only did it for
her, but for our team. Our
game plan was to come
out and do what we love
to do. We wanted to win
us a championship and
bring it home to Conehatta where it belongs.”
“Hopefully we’ll have
everybody back and
bring home another one.
We all worked best as a
team, especially the centers. We all did good.”
Tiak Hikiya was making their first appearance
in the finals as coach
Carl Hickman applauded their efforts in a highly-competitive contest.
“We are a young team.
We did good and we
came here to battle. We
practiced in the rain and
we were well prepared
for the game, but we’re
going to come back.
We’re going to be stronger and we’re coming
back,” said Hickman.
During the post-game
trophy
presentation,
Bok Cito Ohoyo was
named recipient of the
Barry Ben Team Sportsmanship Award in the
women’s division.
Men’s Championship
Koni Hata 1, Bok
Cito 0
“This is why they
call it the championship
game. Both sides played
hard, but our guys
played harder. My stress
level is high but other
than that I can’t ask to be
on a better team than my
team here,” said Koni
Hata coach Greg Shoe-

make.
After a scoreless first
half, Shoemake told his
team at halftime to never give up and asked if
they wanted to win or go
home as a runner-up.
“We’ve been down
this road before and
my team has never let
me down. I give props
to Bok Cito, they never
gave up. They need to
hold their heads up high
cause I tell you they
were one hell of a team
this year. I’m just happy to be on the winning
team,” said Shoemake.
In the third quarter, Justin Peace Willis
scored the only point of
the game from 15 feet
out with 10:40 left on
the clock.
“It was right there and
I thought I was going to
throw it over but it hit.
It feels good. This was
huge,” said Willis.
Willis is no stranger
to making championship winning shots. In
2015, as a member of
Beaver Dam, he scored
the game winner in OT
against, ironically, Koni
Hata. This year, he was
named MVP.
“It feels great. It feels
awesome. Everytime I
step on the field I do my
very best and give it everything I got, no matter
what,” said Willis.
It was Koni Hata’s
24th men’s championship, the most in WSS.
Bok Cito coach Craig
Morris said the final
game between respected
rivals heightened the excitement level for everybody in attendance.
“It was definately a
championship game. We

knew Koni Hata was
going to be tough and,
credit to them, they put
their skilled players in
the right places and they
kept us from scoring.
We had our opportunities, but we just couldn’t
connect. It was a good
battle. Props to Koni
Hata, they gave us a
good game.”
Tiak Hikiya was
named recipient of the
Barry Ben Team Sportsmanship Award in the
men’s division during
the post-game trophy
presentation.

REZ RUN
Results

The sixth REZ RUN
was held on Saturday
morning, July 15 in
Choctaw as part of the
68th Annual Choctaw
Indian Fair activities.
Over 400 avid runners
and walkers participated
in a 10K, 5K or one mile
fun run/walk through
the Choctaw Indian
Fairgrounds and Choctaw Reservation.
Overall winners in the
10K run were: (female)
Meggan Franks with a
time of 40:06; (male)
Joseph Chebet with a
time of 35:15.
Overall winners in the
5K run were: (female)
Lucy Hardy with a time
of 22:55; (male) Dustin
Mettler with a time of
16:42.
Listed below is the order and time of the top
5 finishers in each age

..........see RUN, pg. 12
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RUN ........................................................................................................ continued from page eleven
category (excluding one
mile run/walk participants). To see complete
order and time of 10K
and 5K participants, go
to the ORION Racing
website at www.orionsportstiming.com.
10K AGE GROUP
RESULTS
Female (15-19)
1st, Briana Wesley,
1:00:05.
Female (20-29)
1st, Anne DeLee,
59:56; 2nd, Shamilia
Mota, 1:01:48; 3rd, Sarah Newell, 1:02:16.
Female (30-39)
1st, Evelyn Watkins,
51:19; 2nd, Shannon
Morrow, 1:01:26; 3rd,
Tamara Eaves, 1:01:53;
4th, Latora Wragg,
1:13:55.
Female (40-49)
1st, Kristin Miller,
54:27; 2nd, Theresa Masayesra, 1:04:06; 3rd,
Talitha Smith, 1:08:41;
4th, Misty Atkinson,
1:09:17; 5th, Becky
Smith, 1:11:32.
Female (50-59)
1st, Betty Eaves,
1:10:50; 2nd, Debbie
Wedgeworth, 1:30:39
Male (0-14)
1st, Griffin Atkinson,
53:42.
Male (15-19)
1st, Taylor Cotton,
42:54; 2nd, Alonso Henry, 43:40; 3rd, Brison
Dixon, 1:08:41.
Male (20-29)
1st, Preston Breazeale,
40:16; 2nd, Lamont Frazier, 51:56; 3rd, Nolan
Bell, 59:41; 4th, Daniel
Mooney, 1:04:17.
Male (30-39)
1st, Stephen Evans,
52:57; 2nd, Andrew
Linne, 56:04; 3rd, BJ

ABOVE, Choctaw Indian Princess Kassie Cox is pictured with, from left, 10K winners Joseph Chebet & Meggan Franks, 5K winners Lucy Hardy & Dustin Mettler.

Morrow, 1:03:08; 4th,
John Massey, 1:05:08;
5th, DJ Vaughn, 1:26:27.
Male (40-49)
1st, Cade Smith,
45:18; 2nd, Lindon Ratliff, 49:42; 3rd, John
Miller, 53:09; 4th, Patrick Eakes, 53:30; 5th,
Sander Atkinson, 53:42.
Male (50-59)
1st, Greg Vaquero,
38:06; 2nd, Douglas
Weaver, 57:59.
Male (60-97)
1st, Mickey May,
1:05:19.
5K AGE GROUP
RESULTS
Female (0-14)
1st, Cyrenity Hardy,
23:05; 2nd, Leia Phillips, 28:47; 3rd, Laura
Katherine Clair, 30:50;
4th, Mataeya Dixon,
32:29; 5th, Nikitta Wallace, 32:41.
Female (15-19)
1st, Kyree Alex-Ben,
25:07; 2nd, Elisah Jimmie, 26:56; 3rd, Taylor Ben, 27:30; 4th,
Maleighia Joe, 32:12;
5th, Vinshayden Smith,
34:31.
Female (20-29)
1st, Famie Willis,
26:18; 2nd, Brittany
Johnson, 27:45; 3rd,
Brittany Steve, 33:32;
4th, Jessy Glover, 34:23;

5th, Maya Hickman,
34:26.
Female (30-39)
1st, Jessica Robinson, 30:19; 2nd, Crystal Walker, 31:29; 3rd,
Gwen Sorrell, 32:32;
4th, Lisa Rhodd, 32:44;
5th, Emily Massey,
33:25.
Female (40-49)
1st, Dana Rush, 32:16;
2nd, Dana Robertson,
32:26; 3rd, Ashley Vancil, 32:52; 4th, Tracye Eakes, 35:10; 5th,
Vell Joshevama-Davis,
36:56.
Female (50-59)
1st, Marion Sockey,
31:04; 2nd, Ruthie Bell,
38:48; 3rd, Loriann
Ahshapanek, 40:03; 4th,
Debra Jones, 41:58; 5th,
Debbie Pickle, 43:52.
Female (60-97)
1st, Pam Vance, 43:15;
2nd, Teresa Byars,
45:06; 3rd, Mollie Denson, 49:29; 4th, Kathy
Rexroad, 55:47.
Male (0-14)
1st, Bryceton Jimmie,
22:43; 2nd, Tiger Munoz, 24:16; 3rd, Nashoba Redhouse, 24:19;
4th, John G. Campbell,
25:14; 5th, Nicolas Barragan, 25:36.
Male (15-19)
1st, Carter Campbell, 19:48; 2nd, Tris-

tian Cotton, 21:42; 3rd,
Rey Barragan, 22:27;
4th, Immanuel Jimmie,
22:39; 5th, Braydon
Bell-Ben, 24:49.
Male (20-29)
1st, Lorenzo Patrick,
25:34; 2nd, Peyton Williamson, 26:23; 3rd,
Adam Hollis, 27:45; 4th,
Coleman Josh, 28:35;
5th, Will Myers, 29:53.
Male (30-39)
1st, Kevin Jones,
24:02; 2nd, Todd Stephens, 25:11; 3rd, Anselm Henry, 28:08; 4th,
James Robinson, 28:35;
5th, Frank Lafferty,
29:34.
Male (40-49)
1st, Andy Till, 20:54;
2nd, Ronald Barham,
21:58; 3rd, Kendall Lee,
24:37; 4th, Roy Kinney,
25:11; 5th, Jay Etheridge, 27:03.
Male (50-59)
1st, Steven Lee, 26:48;
2nd, Jay Cumberland,
27:45; 3rd, Franklin
Taylor, 29:09; 4th, Kevin Joe Pou, 30:46; 5th,
Jeff McDevitt, 30:52.
Male (60-97)
1st, Steve Murray,
31:10; 2nd, Daniel Mittan, 34:30; 3rd, Curtis
Fancher, 41:07; 4th,
Matt Wesson, 42:30;
5th, Howard Tucker,
45:16.

Fair
Exhibitors
Honored
This year, we had a total of 106 participants in
our booth exhibits at the
68th Annual Choctaw
Indian Fair. There were
9 adult, 38 youth, and
58 4-H members that
showed their talents and
skills in different categories.
Congratulations to the
following booth exhibitors who received ribbons and cash awards
for their exhibits at the
68th Annual Choctaw
Indian Fair.
4-H DIVISION
Jaeden Wesley, Standing Pine, $121.00;
DeShaylee
Tubby,
Standing Pine, $79.00;
Xhaiden Dixon, Pearl
River, $74.50;
Skylar
Comans,
Standing Pine, $59.75;
Alessondra Jefferson,
Pearl River, $53.00;
Ariela Jefferson, Pearl
River, $52.00;
Miles Taylor, Tucker,
$50.00;
Kaisen Dixon, Pearl
River, $46.25;
Katelyn Taylor, Tucker, $45.50;
Brady Rhodes, Tucker, $41.25;
Zavian Tubby, Standing Pine, $39.50;
Gannon Vaughn, Pearl
River, $37.00;
Jocelyn
Wesley,
Standing Pine, $32.00;
Chloe Wesley, Standing Pine, $31.00;
Chaisen Jimmie, Pearl
River, $22.75;
Jorgan K. Vaughn,

...continued next page
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Pearl River, $15.00;
Jariel Cotton, Crystal
Ridge, $14.50;
Rikkiarya
Miller,
Crystal Ridge, $14.50;
Tayeasha
Cotton,
Crystal Ridge, $13.00;
Natasha Cotton, Crystal Ridge, $13.00;
Jacqurious Hughes,
Crystal Ridge, $13.00;
Keandria
Nyshea
Hoskin, Crystal Ridge,
$12.50;
Sissie Gibson, Red
Water, $11.00;
Pernilla Arvizu, Red
Water, $10.50;
Scarlette N. Nickey,
Bogue Homa, $10.00;
Tyvick Cotton, Crystal Ridge, $10.00;
Makayla
Cotton,
Crystal Ridge, $9.50;
Nikitta
Wallace,
Bogue Homa, $9.00;
Selena Phillips, Crystal Ridge, $8.00;
Lacie M. Willis, Crystal Ridge, $8.00;
Taina
Thompson,
Crystal Ridge, $7.00;
Treylon
Lindsey,
Standing Pine, $7.00;
Cameron Vivians, Red
Water, $6.50;
Daebrean
Wallace,
Bogue Homa, $6.00;
Devree Farve, Pearl
River, $6.00;
Channing Bloodsaw,
Standing Pine, $6.00;
Ambria Tubby, Crystal Ridge, $5.50;
Quintin Willis, Crystal Ridge, $5.00;
Sissy Phillips, Crystal
Ridge, $5.00;
Josiah Wishork, Red
Water, $5.00;

Lela Morris, Bogue
Chitto, $4.00;
Hope Thames, Crystal
Ridge, $4.00;
Ciji R. Vaughn, Pearl
River, $4.00;
Allison
McMillan,
Bogue Homa, $4.00;
Hailey Ben, Red Water, $4.00;
Sheyann Bell, Red
Water, $4.00;
Fichik Willis, Red
Water, $4.00;
Tomechi Bell, Bogue
Homa, $3.00;
Jacob Comby, Red
Water, $3.00;
Michelle
Denson,
Standing Pine, $3.00;
Breann Mingo, Bogue
Chitto, $3.00;
Nickali King, Bogue
Chitto, $3.00;
Eladia Martinez, Red
Water, $3.00;
Sarah Williams, Red
Water, $3.00;
Diego Arvizu, Red
Water, $3.00;
Tiak Willis, Red Water, $2.50;
Aujaraye
Sockey,
Standing Pine, $2.50;
Lenora Willis, Bogue
Homa, $2.50.
YOUTH DIVISION
Alyssa Farmer, Tucker, $93.50;
Leilani Wesley, Standing Pine, $77.25;
Nickolas
Farmer,
Tucker, $52.25;
Gabriella
Farmer,
Tucker, $42.75;
Easton Turner, Bogue
Homa, $37.00;
TeAnna
Thomas,
Bogue Homa, $34.25;
Zachary
Farmer,
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Tucker, $30.75;
Mekiah Carey, Pearl
River, $26.75;
Kayden
McMillan,
Pearl River, $23.00;
Jase Johnson, Bogue
Homa, $20.50;
Tazanna
Thomas,
Bogue Homa, $15.50;
Jon Conrad, Bogue
Homa, $14.00;
Suenoestrellita Melindez, Pearl River, $14.00;
Xairer Sam, Pearl
River, $12.00;
Braden Carey, Pearl
River, $11.00;
Annalise N. Bell;
Tucker, $11.00;
Heaven R. Dixon,
Pearl River, $10.50;
Makayla
Hickman,
Tucker, $10.00;
Tegan Turner, Bogue
Homa, $9.00;
Treylon
Lindsey,
Standing Pine, $8.00;
Billy Lewis, Jr., Pearl
River, $8.00;
Mylena Isaac, Pearl
River, $8.00;
Malaya J. Cross,
Tucker, $8.00;
Dre Shoemake, Bogue
Homa, $7.00;
Jose
Shoemake,
Bogue Homa, $7.00;
Delanie
McMillan,
Bogue Homa, $4.00;
Malaya T. Lewis,
Pearl River, $4.00;
Michael R. Wilson,
Pearl River, $3.50;
Kashton
Grisham,
Pearl River, $3.00;
Taleik Ben, Pearl River, $3.00;
Logan M. Lyons,
Pearl River, $3.00;
Brayson K. Samuel,

Pearl River, $3.00;
Neala Smith, Bogue
Homa, $3.00;
Cayari L. Bell, Pearl
River, $3.00;
Koda H. Sockey, Pearl
River, $2.50;
Catelyn Martin, Pearl
River, $2.25;
Bo T. Thomas, Pearl
River, $2.25;
Isias Joe, Bogue
Homa, $2.00.
ADULT DIVISION
Dawnena Jefferson,
Pearl River, $114.50;
Peggy Davis, Aber-

deen, SD, $67.00;
Jared Jim, Pearl River,
$43.00;
Miriam
Edwards,
Pearl River, $37.75;
Donna Jimmie, Pearl
River, $37.50;
Amy Pauls, Bogue
Chitto, $24.00;
Hope K. Charlie,
Tucker, $13.00;
Hannah Lewis, Pearl
River, $5.50;
Jessica Kay, Bogue
Homa, $3.00;
Brenda Bell, Bogue
Homa, $3.00.

Staff Member Attends
CANAR Conference
Theron Denson, Work
Adjustment Skills Trainer with the Choctaw Vocational Rehabilitation
Services Program, recently attended the Consortia of Administrators
for Native American Rehabilitation (CANAR)
mid-year training conference, along with his
program director.
Denson represented
the Choctaw Vocational
Rehabilitation Services
Program by participating in the grand entry
of programs & carrying
the Mississippi Band
of Choctaw Indians
(MBCI) flag.
Denson was recognized for his volunteerism at the conference in
facilitating breakout sessions. He also co-pre-

Theron Denson carried
the MBCI flag during the
grand entry of programs
at the CANAR conference.

sented a workshop
explaining his work
towards his bachelor’s
degree at Northwestern
Indian Community College.
By attending the training conference, program

....see CANAR, pg. 14
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New laws for Mississippi Roads
Submitted by Choctaw
Legal Defense
As of July 1st, drivers in Mississippi now
have three new road
laws to follow while
traveling the highways
in the state.
No matter where you
sit in a car in Mississippi, all passengers in the
vehicle must now wear
a seat belt. This law,
Senate Bill 2724, was
signed into existence
this past April by Gov-

ernor Phil Bryant.
The law requires
everyone in a vehicle
to be buckled up, and
carries a fine of $25
for every un-seatbelted
passenger. The violation will not be listed
on the person’s driving
record. However, buses, farm, mail and utility vehicles are exempt
from the new law.
Another new law
will touch those drivers
who like to drive in the
left lane and are not at-

tempting to pass another vehicle.
According to the new
law, drivers who travel
in the left lane must be
either passing another
vehicle or making a left
turn. Drivers may face
a $25 fine if the law is
not observed.
The third law that
went into effect on
July 1 prohibits anyone
from riding in the back
of a pick-up truck,
which may carry a $25
fine.

CANAR ...................................................... continued from page thirteen
staff are able to learn
new techniques & best
practices to bring back
to their day-to-day work
with Tribal members
who have physical or
mental conditions that
impact their employment.
Program staff strive
to provide the highest
quality services possible. Continued staff
training helps staff to
both understand Federal funding agency rules
& expectations regarding services provision
& to learn from others
striving to provide high
quality services in their
communities.
Program staff serving
their Tribal vocational
rehabilitation programs
from across the nation
were recognized for 10
years & above of service
& received plaques from
CANAR.
The following MBCI
Vocational Rehabilitation Services staff mem-

Theron Denson, seated far right in background, served
as a co-presenter during one of the breakout sessions.

bers recognized for their
years of service to Tribal members who experience a disability include:
Kevin Tubby & Jonathan Williams (10
years); Chris Mesteth
& Theron Denson (12
years); Billy Smith, retired (18 years); Benjie
Dixon & Kasey Byrd
(19 years); Gina Bell
& Larry Thomas (23
years), Billy Thompson
(26 years); & Mary Lundy Meruvia (29 years).
If you are a Tribal
member who has a physical or mental condition
that significantly im-

pacts your employment,
you may be eligible for
vocational
rehabilitation services. For more
information, contact Josephine Morris at 601650-7343.

Psychological Effects
of Domestic Violence
Submitted by
Kim B. Neal, Victim
Assistance Therapist,
Family Violence &
Victim Services

Every year, there are
millions of victims of
domestic violence which
include men, women, &
children. Research has
suggested that a victim
tries at least seven times
to leave before he or she
is actually able to leave
the abusive relationship.
Some people might
say to the victim, “You
are safe now & will
be fine.” However, although the victim has
left the relationship, this
does not always mean
the victim feels fine.
There can be lasting effects.
First, there most definitely may be depression
& anxiety. These feelings are certainly understandable & almost to be
expected. In a domestic
violence relationship,
victims do not know any

consistency in life.
One minute, the abuser may bring home flowers promising to never
hit the victim again,
& the next minute, the
abuser is telling the victim how worthless he
or she is. There are so
many possible reasons
for the behaviors of the
abusers, but the end result is that the victim can
never feel certain or sure
of anything.

...continued next page
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The victim does not
trust that there will be
any consistency in their
relationship – or even
in his or her own life.
Therefore, often depression may begin.
Slowly, the victim begins to feel there is no
hope. The victim may
feel as if he or she is to
blame for what is happening, & so there is
no hope, self-blame, &
a feeling of being in a
tunnel with no light at
the end.
On the other hand,
there is also anxiety.
The victim is hypervigilant & is easily startled.
This feeling of being
“jumpy” may last for
months, or even years,
after the abusive relationship has ended, but
the feeling is very real.
The victim may look
over his or her shoulder for quite some time.
The victim may have
some heart palpitations
at times if he or she even
sees someone who re-

sembles the abusive person.
When
examining
symptoms of anxiety,
some other symptoms
are nausea, a feeling of
needing to escape – especially in a victim of
domestic violence, dizziness, & possibly panic.
Panic means the person
feels unable to breathe,
almost as if the person
feels he or she is about
to jump out of their own
skin.
Anxiety & depression
can be very debilitating,
but these feelings are
very real to a victim of
domestic violence.
Finally, one more
long term effect of domestic violence is Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). PTSD
affects many veterans
every year as a result of
the horror that was witnessed in war.
Domestic
violence
victims also experience
their own horror. For
example, the abuser

PAGE 15
may place a loaded gun
on the victim’s forehead
& act as if he or she is
about to pull the trigger.
There is definitely terror
invoked in the victim.
A domestic violence
victim may experience
PTSD symptoms such
as nightmares, insomnia, intrusive thoughts
of the abuse playing
repeatedly in the mind,
feelings of detachment
from others, flashbacks,
hypervigilance, exaggerated startled responses, nausea, & possibly
hallucinations.
PTSD is very real, & it
is also very complex &
serious. There is help for
this. Whether you are in
an abusive relationship
or have left, you may
be experiencing some
of these symptoms mentioned above.
Family Violence &
Victim’s Services offers
counseling for victims of
any crime including domestic violence. Please
call 601-650-1774 for
more information.

Family Violence & Victim’s Services will be
hosting our annual National Day of
Remembrance Luncheon for Family Members of Homicide Victims
in September. If you would like to
receive an invitation, contact Kim
Neal at 601-650-1774 or kim.neal@
choctaw.org.
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Happy Birthday
to Karene Jefferson
on July 29, from all
your family, friends,
fans, & co-workers.
Happy 40th birthday to Amanda Tassie Isaac. P.S. Momma, I
miss you, my sis Martisha, bro Darris R. Isaac, & Marcus J. Robinson. I love yall.
Happy Birthday to Gary McMillan on Sept. 1 & to Tracy Billy...
Happy 16th Birthday to Miya on Sept. 3, Happy Birthday to Mal
on Sept. 10... Happy Birthday to Sandy Richards on Sept. 13...
Happy Birthday to John Evans on Sept. 21, from all who love you!
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Iron Warrior 2017 Winners

Eric Pinto & Miranda Stamper took home top honors in the
finals of the fourth Iron Warrior competition on Saturday, July
15, during the 68th Annual Choctaw Indian Fair.
Pinto placed first overall in the men’s division with a time of
4:33:16. Stamper won her third consecutive title in the women’s division with her time of 3:07:13.
There were eight events in the men’s division while the
women competed in seven. Events included a farmer’s carry, tire flip, yoke carry, atlas stones, keg carry, tire deadlifts,
sandbag medley, & a truck pull. Female participants pulled a
RTV utility vehicle.
In the men’s division, Lefus Tubby placed second with his
time of 5:57:25, James Denson placed third with 5:13:06,
Cameron Moss placed fourth with 5:22:88, & Jordan Taylor
placed fifth with 5:37:50.
Rounding out the top 5 in the women’s division, Nicole
Scarbrough placed second with her time of 3:43:94, Shamilia Mota placed third with 3:49:35, Rakisha Anderson placed
fourth with 3:59:20, and Teshina Tubby placed fifth with
4:02:97.
Men’s top 5 finishers are, from
left, Cameron
Moss,
Lefus
Tubby,
winner Eric Pinto,
James Denson,
& Jordan Taylor.
Women’s top 5
finishers
are,
from left, Rakisha Anderson,
Shamilia Mota,
winner Miranda
Stamper,
Teshina Tubby,
& Nicole Scarbrough.
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Tucker Wins Booth Competition

Tucker Development Club placed first in the Choctaw Indian
Fair’s annual community booth competition on Tuesday, July
11. Bogue Chitto Development Club placed second, followed by
Conehatta Development Club third. Red Water Development Club
placed fourth, Standing Pine Development Club fifth, Crystal
Ridge Development Club sixth, Henning, TN Development Club
seventh, Pearl River Development Club eighth, & Bogue Homa
Development Club ninth.
The competition is a part of the cultural booth exhibition as development clubs in each of the Choctaw tribal communities participate. Clubs design their exhibit to highlight community progress & accomplishments of their community members.
This year’s theme was “The Choctaw Legacy, A Journey
Through Time.”

