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Halito!
As we prepare to celebrate 

Christmas, I would like to en-
courage all of you to continue 
to follow the safety recommen-
dations set forth by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and by our Pub-
lic Health Services Department 
at the Choctaw Health Center. 
COVID-19 is still a threat to 
our Tribe and our country.

Please wear your mask, wash 
or sanitize your hands, keep six 
feet apart from other people, 

clean and disinfect frequent-
ly-touched surfaces and items, 
and if you are sick, stay home. 
Also, if you have symptoms of 
COVID, please go and get test-
ed.

It is going to take all of us 
doing our part to rid our Trib-
al lands of this disease. It may 
mean having a limited or vir-
tual family gathering this year, 
but we need to do what we can 
to protect each other.

We recognized Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month 
in October. I am grateful to the 
organizers of each awareness 
campaign who came up with 
creative ways to honor those 
who we have lost and the sur-

Chief Ben Signs Proclamation
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben signed a proclamation on Tuesday, Oct. 
6, declaring October as Domestic Abuse Awareness & Prevention 
Month on the Choctaw Reservation. Department of Family & Com-
munity Services (DFCS) representatives were present to witness the 
signing. We appreciate the Family Violence & Victims Services Pro-
gram & the overall DFCS staff for their hard work & dedication in 
assisting Tribal members with their needs during their most difficult 
& challenging periods in their lives.

vivors.
Purple Thursday was held 

on Thursday, October 22, for 
Domestic Violence Awareness. 
Gifts were presented to breast 
cancer survivors before the 
final CCHS Warrior football 
home game on Friday, October 
30.

Survivors of breast cancer 
and of domestic violence are 
role models we can look up to. 
They have faced many dark 
days and much pain and suf-

fering but were able to survive 
and thrive. To the loved ones of 
those Tribal members who lost 
their fight, we grieve with you, 
and we pray that God’s hand 
of comfort will lift you up and 
carry you through the difficult 
days into a brighter future.

Due to the pandemic, we 
decided to forgo a walk-up 
community-wide Halloween 
Extravaganza and instead host 
drive-through Trunk-or-Treat 
events in every community 
on Thursday, October 29. De-
spite the cold temperatures that 
night, it was so exciting to see 
children dressed as their fa-
vorite characters and eagerly 
awaiting their chance to receive 
candy.

Volunteers from my office, 
along with myself and my fam-
ily, were happy to participate 
in the passing out of candy 
and goodies, and I thank ev-
ery Tribal organization, Tribal 
Council member and fami-
ly that participated as well. I 
am glad we were able to keep 
some semblance of normal for 
our children to allow them to 
experience Trick-or-Treating in 
a safe and responsible manner 
during this time of social dis-
tancing.



is not mandatory that you get 
it, but I encourage you to do 
so. It will be your best defense 
against COVID and the best 
way to protect you and your 
loved ones. As we get more de-
tails on the vaccine, we will let 
you know through our various 
forms of communication (Trib-
al email, social media, web-
site and Choctaw Community 
News).  

I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas. Please continue to 
do your very best to stay safe, 
and may we all see success and 
progress in 2021. Thank you 
for your prayers and words of 
encouragement.
 

Cyrus Ben
Tribal Chief
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Breast Cancer Survivors Honored
On Oct. 30, breast cancer survivors were honored in observance of 
Breast Cancer Awareness & Prevention Month prior to the Choc-
taw Central-Leake Central football game at Warrior Stadium. Tribal 
Chief Cyrus Ben & Choctaw Indian Princess Elisah Jimmie present-
ed gifts to survivors Louisa Bell, Lena Willis & Melanie Benn. All in 
attendance honored survivors, remembered those who lost the fight 
& prayed for those still fighting.

Trunk or Treat Drive-Thru
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben joins in the fun as he participated in this 
year’s Trunk or Treat Pearl River Community Drive Thru event at 
the Geyser Falls Water Park parking lot on Oct. 29. Each Tribal 
community held their own Trunk or Treat event as children & their 
parents participated in the popular event while being socially distant 
from other participants. 

In November, we celebrat-
ed Veteran’s Day and the an-
nual Thanksgiving Feasts. Of 
course, we made adjustments 
to ensure the safety of our fel-
low Tribal members, but these 
events still were enjoyable.

Tribal members had the op-
portunity to view our virtual 
Veterans Gallery on the MBCI 
Facebook page. Thank you to 
the Office of Public Informa-
tion for putting together this 
piece to honor our Veterans.

The Veteran’s Day poster 
contest winners were Makayla 
Hickman, 1st Place; Deshaylee 
Tubby, 2nd Place; Candence 
Nickey, 3rd Place; and Sierra 
Ben, Honorable Mention. Con-
gratulations to you all!

As with many other trib-
al events, we restructured the 
Tribal-Wide Thanksgiving 
Feast this year to drive-thru 
style events for Henning and 

Bogue Homa at their respective 
facility buildings and the re-
maining communities at Gey-
ser Falls parking lot.

Thank you to the many in-
dividuals and Tribal depart-
ments who assisted us in giving 
out plates or moving the lines 
along to help make this a suc-
cessful and safe feast.

A copy of the “State of the 
Tribe” report was also distrib-
uted along with a full Thanks-
giving meal. If you did not 
receive one, please visit www.
choctaw.org and click on the 
icon at the right of the home-
page. This report contains in-
formation on the status of the 
Tribe and the continued prog-
ress of the Tribal government 
even in this unparalleled year.

Choctaw Indian Princess Eli-
sah Jimmie and I had the oppor-
tunity to tour Tribal elementary 
schools and have Read-Aloud 

visits in October and provide 
cultural presentations in honor 
of Native American Heritage 
Month in November to these 
schools as well as some out-
lying public schools. The chil-
dren always enjoy these visits, 
and I am glad we were able to 
fulfill these requests in a safe 
way for everyone involved.

We were not able to have our 
usual tree lighting ceremony, 
but we did put together a vid-
eo that I hope you will enjoy. 
You can find the video on the 
Tribe’s Facebook page.

As I’m sure you’ve heard on 
the news, there are COVID-19 
vaccines being reviewed right 
now to be authorized for re-
lease. The vaccines for the gen-
eral public will not be available 
likely until Spring 2021, so we 
urge everyone to continue prac-
ticing safety precautions.

Once the vaccine arrives, it 

Tribal Chief at 
Feasts
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben 
greeted Tribal members at 
drive-thru Thanksgiving 
feasts held in Henning, TN, 
Bogue Homa community & 
the Tribal-wide feast at the 
Geyser Falls Water Park 
parking lot. Tribal mem-
bers received delicious 
Thanksgiving meals & a copy of the State of The Tribe Report.

Choctaw Indian Princess Elisah Jimmie & Tribal Chief Ben made 
their ways to the area Tribal schools to read to students during Read-
Aloud Month during the month of October.
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From the Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention

Now that there is an au-
thorized & recommended 
COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S., 
accurate vaccine information is 
critical.

FACT: COVID-19 vaccines 
will not give you COVID-19

None of the COVID-19 vac-
cines currently in development 
in the U.S. use the live virus 
that causes COVID-19. There 
are several different types of 
vaccines in development. How-
ever, the goal for each of them 
is to teach our immune systems 
how to recognize & fight the 
virus that causes COVID-19. 
Sometimes this process can 
cause symptoms, such as fever. 

These symptoms are normal & 
are a sign that the body is build-
ing immunity.

It typically takes a few weeks 
for the body to build immunity 
after vaccination. That means 
it’s possible a person could 
be infected with the virus that 
causes COVID-19 just before 
or just after vaccination & get 
sick. This is because the vac-
cine has not had enough time to 
provide protection.

FACT: COVID-19 vaccines 
will not cause you to test

positive on COVID-19 viral 
tests

Vaccines currently in clinical 
trials in the U.S. won’t cause 
you to test positive on viral 

Facts about COVID-19
Vaccines

CHOCTAW, Miss. – The 
Choctaw Health Center (CHC) 
received its first wave of the 
COVID-19 vaccine and started 
administering to those employ-
ees who met the criteria.

The 425 doses of Pfizer vac-
cine were delivered to the Choc-
taw Health Center by an Indian 
Health Services representative 
Wednesday evening, December 
16, 2020, and is the first health-
care facility in Neshoba County 
to get the COVID-19 vaccine.

Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben; Trib-
al Council members Loriann 
Ahshapanek (Standing Pine), 
Nigel Gibson (Pearl River), 
Deborah Martin (Pearl River) 
and Wilma Simpson-McMil-
lan (Tucker); Interim Director 
of the Choctaw Health Cen-
ter Mary Harrison; Choctaw 
Health Center staff members, 
along with local Choctaw pas-
tors, took part in praying over 

TRIBE RECEIVES PFIZER 
COVID VACCINE

the vaccine prior to it being ad-
ministered to employees. 

“As we receive this first wave 
of vaccine, I want us to remem-
ber all those we have lost to 
COVID,” said Tribal Chief 
Cyrus Ben. “This first batch 
of vaccine will be provided to 
health personnel working on 
the frontline of the pandemic. 
Soon all our Tribal members 
will receive this vaccine. May 
this be the first step in the heal-
ing and wellness of our people 
from this disease and global 
pandemic.” 

Choctaw Health Center em-
ployees are not required to take 
the vaccine; however, over a 
third of the employees agreed 
to take the vaccine. The first 
100 vaccinations were admin-
istered on Thursday, December 
17 and Friday, December 18. 
This launches a major effort to 
vaccinate frontline health care 

workers at CHC and ultimately 
the entire Tribal community. 

“CHC is committed to pro-
viding workforce members ac-
curate information to help them 
decide whether and when to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine,” 
said Director Harrison. “It is 
exciting to have the vaccine 
at Choctaw Health Center and 
have this added protection of-
fered to our frontline employ-
ees.”

The CHC Vaccine Task Force 
has elected to follow the admin-
istration phases recommended 
by Indian Health Service and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The first phase, 
which began today, is to admin-
ister to Choctaw Health Center 
employees, first responders, 
long-term facility staff and res-
idents, and elders with underly-
ing conditions.

ABOVE, Officials took part in 
a prayer ceremony prior to the 
first vaccination of a health-
care worker. RIGHT, With 
the FDA’s emergency-use ap-
proval of Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine, CHC prepared for 
its arrival as they received a 
K2 Scientific ultra-low tem-
perature freezer to store vac-
cine doses from Indian Health 
Services. Distribution of the 
vaccines began with Phase 1 
priority given to healthcare 
workers & first responders.

LEFT, A vial of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. RIGHT, An employ-
ee of the Choctaw Health Center is vaccinated. 

continued next page
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tests, which are used to see if 
you have a current infection.

If your body develops an im-
mune response, which is the 
goal of vaccination, there is a 
possibility you may test pos-
itive on some antibody tests. 
Antibody tests indicate you had 
a previous infection & that you 
may have some level of protec-
tion against the virus. Experts 
are currently looking at how 
COVID-19 vaccination may 
affect antibody testing results.

FACT: People who have 
gotten sick with COVID-19 

may still benefit from getting 
vaccinated

Due to the severe health risks 
associated with COVID-19 & 
the fact that re-infection with 
COVID-19 is possible, peo-
ple may be advised to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine even if they 
have been sick with COVID-19 
before.

At this time, experts do not 
know how long someone is 
protected from getting sick 
again after recovering from 
COVID-19. The immunity 
someone gains from having an 
infection, called natural immu-
nity, varies from person to per-

son. Some early evidence sug-
gests natural immunity may not 
last very long.

We won’t know how long 
immunity produced by vac-
cination lasts until we have a 
vaccine & more data on how 
well it works.

Both natural immunity & vac-
cine-induced immunity are im-
portant aspects of COVID-19 
that experts are trying to learn 
more about, & CDC will keep 
the public informed as new evi-
dence becomes available.

FACT: Getting vaccinated 
can help prevent getting sick 

with COVID-19

While many people with 
COVID-19 have only a mild 
illness, others may get a severe 
illness or they may even die. 
There is no way to know how 
COVID-19 will affect you, 
even if you are not at increased 
risk of severe complications. 
If you get sick, you also may 
spread the disease to friends, 
family, & others around you 
while you are sick. COVID-19 
vaccination helps protect you 
by creating an antibody re-
sponse without having to ex-
perience sickness. Learn more 

about how COVID-19 vaccines 
work.

FACT: Receiving an mRNA 
vaccine will not alter your 

DNA

mRNA stands for messenger 
ribonucleic acid & can most 
easily be described as instruc-
tions for how to make a protein 
or even just a piece of a pro-
tein. mRNA is not able to alter 
or modify a person’s genetic 
makeup (DNA). The mRNA 
from a COVID-19 vaccine nev-

er enter the nucleus of the cell, 
which is where our DNA are 
kept. This means the mRNA 
does not affect or interact with 
our DNA in any way. Instead, 
COVID-19 vaccines that use 
mRNA work with the body’s 
natural defenses to safely de-
velop protection (immunity) to 
disease. Learn more about how 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines 
work.  

Last Updated Dec. 13, 2020
Content source: National Center for 

Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
(NCIRD), Division of Viral Diseases

From the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention
Updated Nov. 24, 2020

We understand that some 
people may be concerned 
about getting vaccinated once 
a COVID-19 vaccine is avail-
able in the U.S. While these 
vaccines are being developed 
as quickly as possible, routine 
processes & procedures remain 
in place to ensure the safety of 

Benefits of Getting a 
COVID-19 Vaccine

Tribe Hosts Groundbreaking Ceremonies
On Tuesday, November 10, 2020, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians held two groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Pearl Riv-
er COVID Emergency Relief Facility (CERF) Building (pictured 
right) & a new Choctaw Homeland Security & Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Building (pictured below), located behind the Choc-
taw Fire Department. CERF planning & construction is underway 
in all eight Tribal communities, plus Henning, TN. The buildings 
will provide a centralized location for community distribution of 
Personal Protective Equipmement (PPE), field health services for 
COVID-19 patients, & other needs. The facility will be between 
7,500 & 10,000 square feet, de-
pending on community size & is 
designed to withstand tornadoes. 
Tribal officials, including Trib-
al Chief Cyrus Ben, 2019-2021 
Choctaw Indian Princess Elisah 
Jimmie, & project partners, were 
in attendance to break ground at 
each facility site.

any vaccine that is authorized 
or approved for use. Safety is 
a top priority, & there are many 
reasons to get vaccinated.

Below is a summary of the 
benefits of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion based on what we current-
ly know. CDC will continue to 
update this page as more data 
become available.

see VACCINE, pg. 6
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ED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 AB-
STAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion approves the establish-
ment of MBCI New Markets 
1, LLC under the Tribe’s Lim-
ited Liability Company Code. 
The Tribe plans to finance 
construction through the New 
Market Tax Credit Program for 
the two new Early Childhood 
Centers in the Pearl River & 
Standing Pine Communities as 
well as the previous renovation 
& expansion of Pearl River 
Elementary School. The New 
Market Tax Credit Program re-
quires the formation of a tribal-
ly owned business entity which 
will be MBCI New Markets 1, 
LLC. For more information, 
please contact the Office of the 
Attorney General.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
015, authorizing Choctaw Re-
sort Development to expand 
business operations to include 
provision of Sportsbook relat-
ed services to third-party op-

erators, was ADOPTED - 12 
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion authorizes the Choctaw 
Resort Development Enter-
prise to expand business op-
erations of Sportsbook to third 
party operators such as tribal 
or state-owned casinos around 
the country. Pearl River Resort 
will serve as a consultant & 
offer services to establish busi-
ness operations of Sportsbook 
to tribal gaming enterprises. 
For more information, please 
contact the Pearl River Resort.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
016, authorizing the formation 
of a Limited Liability Compa-
ny for provision of Sportsbook 
related services to third-party 
gaming operators, was AD-
OPTED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion authorizes the formation of 

COVID-19 vaccination will 
help keep you from getting 

COVID-19

• COVID-19 vaccines are 
being carefully evaluated in 
clinical trials & will be autho-
rized or approved only if they 
make it substantially less likely 
you’ll get COVID-19.

• Based on what we know 
about vaccines for other dis-
eases, experts believe that get-
ting a COVID-19 vaccine may 
help keep you from getting 
seriously ill even if you do get 
COVID-19.

• Getting vaccinated yourself 
may also protect people around 
you, particularly people at in-
creased risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19.

• Experts continue to con-
duct more studies about the 
effect of COVID-19 vacci-
nation on severity of illness 

from COVID-19, as well as 
its ability to keep people from 
spreading the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

COVID-19 vaccination will 
be a safer way to help build 

protection

• COVID-19 can have seri-
ous, life-threatening compli-
cations, & there is no way to 
know how COVID-19 will af-
fect you. And if you get sick, 
you could spread the disease 
to friends, family, & others 
around you.

• Clinical trials of COVID-19 
vaccines must first show they 
are safe & effective before 
any vaccine can be autho-
rized or approved for use. The 
known & potential benefits 
of a COVID-19 vaccine must 
outweigh the known & po-
tential risks of the vaccine for 

use under what is known as an 
Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA).

• Getting COVID-19 may 
offer some natural protection, 
known as immunity. But ex-
perts don’t know how long this 
protection lasts, & the risk of 
severe illness & death from 
COVID-19 far outweighs & 
benefits of natural immunity. 
COVID-19 vaccination will 
help protect you by creating an 
antibody response without hav-
ing to experience sickness.

• Both natural immunity & 
immunity produced by a vac-
cine are important aspects of 
COVID-19 that experts are 
trying to learn more about, & 
CDC will keep the public in-
formed as new evidence be-
comes available.

COVID-19 vaccination will 
be an important tool to help 

stop the pandemic

• Wearing masks & social 
distancing help reduce your 
chance of being exposed to 
the virus or spreading it to oth-
ers, but these measures are not 
enough. Vaccines will work 
with your immune system so it 
will be ready to fight the virus 
if you are exposed.

• The combination of get-
ting vaccinated & following 
CDC’s recommendations to 
protect yourself & others will 
offer the best protection from 
COVID-19.

• Stopping a pandemic re-
quires using all the tools we 
have available. As experts learn 
more about how COVID-19 
vaccination may help reduce 
spread of the disease in com-
munities, CDC will continue 
to update recommendations to 
protect communities.

VACCINE ............................................................................................................................................. continued from page five

The following ordinances & 
resolutions were submitted to 
the Choctaw Tribal Council for 
consideration. Listed is a brief 
summary & action taken.

SPECIAL CALL
MEETING,

NOVEMBER 24, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 
16-IIIII, amending the Lim-
ited Liability Company Code, 
was ENACTED - 12 YES (L. 
Ahshapanek, T. Anderson, R. 
Bell, M. Briscoe, C. Eaves, N. 
Gibson, R. Henry, Sr., D. Mar-
tin, H. Nickey, R. Sockey, T. 
Thomas, Sr., & K. Wallace); 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT 
(R. Isaac, S. Johnson, B. Mc-
Millan, W. McMillan, & D. 

Wilson).
SUMMARY: The Ordinance 

approves the following two 
amendments to the Limited Lia-
bility Company Code: (1) Defi-
nition of “Tribal Manager” 
means any person appointed as 
a Manager of a Limited Liabili-
ty Company by the Tribe; & (2) 
“Managers” of a Limited Lia-
bility Company are required to 
undergo a criminal & employ-
ment credit background check. 
For more information, please 
contact the Office of the Attor-
ney General.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
014, authorizing the forma-
tion of MBCI New Markets 1, 
LLC & to approve an Operat-
ing Agreement for MBCI New 
Markets 1, LLC, was ADOPT- continued next page
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mann & Bernstein, LLP; & (3) 
Zwerling Schachter & Zwer-
ling, LLP. The listed law firms 
are added to the list of attorneys 
authorized to perform legal 
services on behalf of the MBCI. 
The law firms will represent the 
Tribe in e-cigarette litigation & 
settlement claims as detailed 
in the JUUL Litigation Contin-
gent Fee Agreement. For more 
information, please contact the 
Office of the Attorney General.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
020, placing the Law Offices 
of Mark E. Wiemelt, P.C. on 
the list of attorneys authorized 
to perform legal services for 
the MBCI & approve Terms of 
Retention, was ADOPTED - 12 
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion authorizes the law offices 
of Mark E. Wiemelt, P.C. to 
perform legal services on be-
half of the MBCI. The law offic-
es of Mark E. Wiemelt P.C. will 
perform legal services for the 
Tribe on issues relating to its 
intellectual property. For more 
information, please contact the 
Office of the Attorney General.

RESOLUTION CHO 
21-021, approving Terms of 
Engagement with attorney 
Michael D. Greer of Greer, 
Russell & Dent PLLC to pur-
sue insurance claims relating to 
the interruption of business op-
erations caused by COVID-19, 
was ADOPTED - 12 YES; 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
approves attorney Michael D. 
Greer of Greer, Russell & Dent, 
PLLC to assist in the Tribe’s 
pursuit of insurance claims 
relating to the interruption of 
business operations caused by 
COVID-19. The Tribal Council 
previously approved Resolu-
tion CHO 12-117 on Septem-
ber 26, 2012, which approved 
Michael D. Greer to the list of 
attorneys authorized to perform 
legal services for the Tribe. For 
more information, please con-

tact the Office of the Attorney 
General.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
022(B), approving a right-of-
way in favor of Central Electric 
Power Association (CEPA) in 
the Pearl River Community, 
was ADOPTED - 12 YES; 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
approves a right-of-way in fa-
vor of CEPA. CEPA submitted 
a right-of-way application for a 
power line servicing the house 
site of Todd & Twyla York in the 
Pearl River Community. For 
more information, please con-
tact the Realty Program.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
023(B), approving a business 
lease with NCWPCS MPL 
31-Year Sites Tower Holdings 
LLC for a wireless communica-
tions tower in the Bogue Chitto 
Community, was ADOPTED - 
12 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion approves a business lease 
with NCWPCS MPL 31-Year 
Sites Tower Holdings LLC for a 
wireless communications tower 
in the Bogue Chitto communi-
ty. The Tribal Chief & Secre-
tary-Treasurer are authorized 
to negotiate & sign a mutually 
agreeable business lease with 
AT&T for an initial term of six 
years beginning retroactively 
on May 1, 2019 & one renewal 
term of 25 years subject to the 
Tribe’s HEARTH Act Leasing 
Regulations. For more infor-
mation, please contact the Of-
fice of Economic Development.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
024(B), approving a business 
lease with NCWPCS MPL 
32-Year Sites Tower Holdings 
LLC for a wireless communi-
cations tower in the Pearl River 
Community, was ADOPTED - 
12 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion approves a business lease 

a limited liability company for 
Sportsbook related services to 
third party gaming operators 
known as Pearl River Sports-
book Development, LLC. Due 
to the highly successful Sports-
book operations at Pearl River 
Resort & Bok Homa casinos, 
the MBCI & the Choctaw Re-
sort Development Enterprise 
are investing resources to pro-
vide Sportsbook consulting ser-
vices. The Pearl River Sports-
book Development, LLC, will 
provide other services such as 
Sportsbook Risk Management, 
Data Content, & Pricing/Trad-
ing services to other gaming 
enterprises around the country. 
For more information, please 
contact Pearl River Resort.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
017, authorizing modifications 
to the $175,000,000 amended 
& restated credit agreement 
dated as of September 1, 2016 
(“2016 Credit Agreement”) 
by & among the MBCI d/b/a 
Choctaw Resort Development 
Enterprise (“Borrower” or “En-
terprise”), the MBCI (“Tribe”), 
the Financial Institutions Par-
ty Thereto from Time to Time 
(“Lenders”) & Trustmark Na-
tional Bank, as Administra-
tive Agent (“Administrative 
Agent”), was ADOPTED - 12 
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion authorizes modifications 
to the $175,000,000 amended 
& restated credit agreement 
dated as of September 1, 2016 
due to the shutdown of Pearl 
River Resort as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For 
more information, please con-
tact Pearl River Resort.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
018, authorizing two publi-
cation requests & a research 
extension from Dr. Catherine 
McKinley (Burnette) of Tulane 
University, was ADOPTED - 
12 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 

authorizes two publication re-
quests & a research extension 
from Dr. Catherine McKinley 
(Burnette) of Tulane Univer-
sity. Dr. McKinley submitted a 
request to publish the following 
two articles: (1) “The Process 
of Developing the Weaving 
Healthy Families Program with 
Native Americans for Violence 
& Alcohol & Other Drug Use 
Prevention, While Promoting 
Wellness & Resilience”; & (2) 
“The Weaving Healthy Fami-
lies Program: Promoting Resil-
ience While Reducing Violence 
& Substance Use.” The two ar-
ticles will be published for ed-
ucational purposes & no finan-
cial gain will be attained from 
publication of the two articles. 
The Resolution also approves 
a research extension to expand 
on the effects of COVID-19 on 
Tribal members. For more in-
formation, please contact the 
Policy & Legislative Office.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
019, approving a JUUL Litiga-
tion Contingent Fee Agreement 
with the Law Firms of Sonosky, 
Chambers, Sachse, Miller & 
Monkman, LLP, Lieff, Cabras-
er, Heimann & Bernstein, LLP, 
and Zwerling Schachter & Zw-
erling, LLP, & to amend the list 
of attorneys authorized to per-
form legal services on behalf 
of the MBCI, was ADOPTED 
- 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 
5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
approves the Tribe to hire spe-
cialized legal counsel to assist 
in its pursuit of recoveries for 
harms caused by JUUL Labs, 
Inc., & its related companies 
& management, Altria Group, 
Inc., & its related companies, 
in connection with sales, mar-
keting & distribution of e-cig-
arettes & related products. The 
Tribe is authorized to hire the 
following three law firms to 
perform legal services for the 
Tribe: (1) Sonosky, Chambers, 
Sachse, Miller & Monkman, 
LLP; (2) Lieff, Cabraser, Hei- see RESOLUTIONS, pg. 8
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with NCWPCS MPL 32-Year 
Sites Tower Holdings LLC for a 
wireless communications tower 
in the Pearl River communi-
ty. The Tribal Chief & Secre-
tary-Treasurer are authorized 
to negotiate & sign a mutually 
agreeable business lease with 
AT&T for an initial term of six 
years beginning retroactively 
on May 1, 2019 & one renewal 
term of 25 years subject to the 
Tribe’s HEARTH Act Leasing 
Regulations. For more infor-
mation, please contact the Of-
fice of Economic Development.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
025, authorizing Choctaw 
Housing Authority to apply 
for an Indian Housing Block 
Grant (IHBG) from the U.S. 
Department of Housing & Ur-
ban Development (HUD), was 
ADOPTED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion authorizes Choctaw Hous-
ing Authority to apply for an 
IHBG from HUD in the amount 
of $5,000,000. The grant funds 
under the IHBG program will 
be used to construct new houses 
on the Choctaw Indian Reser-
vation. For more information, 
please contact the Choctaw 
Housing Authority.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
026, requesting waivers pursu-
ant to Section 1.2 of Title 25 of 
the U.S. Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, Subchapter E Regula-
tory Requirements for Choctaw 
Tribal Schools (CTS) during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, was 
ADOPTED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
approves the CTS to submit a 
waiver pursuant to Section 1.2 
of Title 25 of the U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations, Subchap-
ter E Regulatory Requirements. 
CTS received notification from 
the Assistant Secretary-Indian 
Affairs of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior that BIE-funded 

RESOLUTIONS ............................................................................................................................... continued from page seven

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AMENDMENTS
TO TRIBAL ENROLLMENT CODE

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2021

On December 16, 2020, the Tribal Council enacted Ordi-
nance No. 16-JJJJJ, which amends the Tribal Enrollment Code 
by adding a requirement that all applicants for enrollment & 
blood quantum increase establish a biological relationship 
through DNA testing with each MBCI tribal member parent 
who is contributing to the applicant’s MBCI blood quantum. 
MBCI will assume the cost of DNA testing for applicants & 
MBCI tribal member parent(s) who are listed on the appli-
cant’s long form birth certificate, provided that the DNA test 
results are submitted directly to the MBCI Tribal Enrollment 
Office by a laboratory approved by the MBCI Tribal Enroll-
ment Committee.

MBCI will not assume the cost of DNA testing for indi-
viduals who are not listed on the applicant’s long form birth 
certificate, nor will it cover the cost of additional DNA testing 
in the event the first DNA test is insufficient to establish a bi-
ological relationship. Applicants whose MBCI tribal member 
parent is unavailable or is not listed on the applicant’s birth 
certificate will be required to obtain a court order establishing 
the paternity or maternity on the basis of DNA test results, 
which could include DNA testing of other relatives. 

These changes will take effect on March 1, 2021. Applica-
tions received by the MBCI Tribal Enrollment Office prior 
to March 1, 2021 will not be subject to the mandatory DNA 
testing requirement.

The amended Tribal Enrollment Code can be found online 
at http://www.choctaw.org/government/court/code.html. 
For additional information, please contact the Tribal Enroll-
ment Office at (601) 650-1542.

schools are afforded the oppor-
tunity to submit a waiver of cer-
tain requirements related to 25 
CFR for the 2020-2021 school 
year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. CTS requested waivers 
for the following sections of 25 
CFR: (1) Transportation; (2) 
Residential; (3) Instructional 
Hours; (4) Instructional Pro-
gram; (5) Student Activities; 
(6) Graduation Requirements; 
& (7) Promotion & Approval 
of Alternate/Distance Learning 
Plans. For more information, 
please contact the Department 
of Schools.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
027, waiving the Bureau of In-
dian Education’s (BIE) Unified 
Standards, Assessments & Ac-
countability Plan & to submit 
an alternate plan in accordance 
with 25 CFR Part 30, was AD-
OPTED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 AB-
STAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolu-
tion approves Choctaw Trib-
al Schools (CTS) to waive the 
BIE’s Unified Standards, As-
sessments & Accountability 
Plan & proposes an alternate 
plan in accordance with 25 
CFR Part 30. CTS is authorized 
to waive the requirements & to 
instead follow the Mississippi 
Standards requiring students 
to take the Mississippi Assess-
ment for the 2020-2021 school 
year. For more information, 
please contact the Department 
of Schools.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
028, confirming appointments 
to the Tribal Election Com-
mittee, was ADOPTED - 12 
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 5 
ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
confirms the following appoint-
ments to the Tribal Election 
Committee: (1) Berdie John, 
Chairperson-Term Expires Oc-
tober 8, 2024; (2) Wanda Mc-
Millan, Member-Term Expires 
October 8, 2024, & (3) Gary 

Williamson, Alternate-Term 
Expires October 8, 2024. The 
Tribal Chief will make a future 
recommendation for the re-
maining alternate to the Tribal 
Election Committee. For more 
information, please contact the 
Tribal Election Office.

RESOLUTION CHO 21-
029(B), approving a right-of-
way in favor of CEPA in the 
Bogue Chitto Community, was 
ADOPTED - 12 YES; 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 5 ABSENT.

SUMMARY: The Resolution 
approves a right-of-way in fa-
vor of CEPA. CEPA submitted 
a right-of-way application for 
a power line servicing a com-

munication shelter for fixed 
wireless broadband equipment 
in the Bogue Chitto community. 
For more information, please 
contact the Realty Program.

Signed resolutions are avail-
able at www.choctaw.org. To 
request a copy of the attach-
ment, please fill out a request 
for a Resolution/Ordinance At-
tachment Form and submit it to 
the Policy & Legislative Office 
at krystina.thompson@choc-
taw.org. Requests for attach-
ments to Tribal Enrollment 
Resolutions will not be honored 
due to confidentiality rules.
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CHOCTAW, Miss. – The 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new warehouse 
at the Choctaw Food Distribu-
tion building on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 27, 2020. Tribal officials, 
along with project partners, 
broke ground and celebrated 
the future expanded capabili-
ties of the Choctaw Food Dis-
tribution Program. 

“I am proud to see our Tribal 
government continue to move 
forward and bring much need-
ed updates that will benefit 
our people,” said Tribal Chief 
Cyrus Ben. “We saw during the 
early days of COVID that get-
ting food in on time could have 
been a problem. With this ex-
pansion the Food Distribution 
program will be able to store 
more than a three-month sup-
ply as well as offer more food 

Pictured, from left to right, is Alyssa Ben, MBCI Family and Community Services 
Department Director; Loriann Ahshapanek, Standing Pine Tribal Council Repre-
sentative; Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben; 2019-2021 Choctaw Princess Elisah Jimmie; 
Gordon Sam, Choctaw Food Distribution Program Manager; & Mae Bell, MBCI 
Family & Community Services Deputy Director.

Groundbreaking Held for Food Distribution Expansion
choices to its cus-
tomers.”  

The program 
applied for the 
USDA Food Dis-
tribution Program 
on Indian Reser-
vation (FDPIR) 
CARES Act Fa-
cility: Improve-
ment and Equip-
ment funding in 
June of 2020 and 
received an award 
in the amount of 
$1,280,785. The 
funding will be 
used to expand 
the current warehouse, expand 
current shopping area, expand 
and renovate current restroom 
facilities, and purchase new 
equipment for the facility. 

This expansion in total will 
add 5,200 square feet to the 

current facility located in the 
Pearl River community (Ne-
shoba County). Choctaw Food 
Distribution services approxi-
mately 390 families throughout 
all eight Tribal communities. 

The building was designed 

by Tribal Construction Man-
agement and the contractor is 
IKBI, Inc. from Choctaw, MS. 
The project length is estimated 
to be six months. 

Tribe Receives License to Assist in Broadband Access
The Mississippi Band of 

Choctaw Indians (MBCI) was 
awarded a 2.5 GHz license by 
the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), which will 
be used to provide wireless 
broadband service in portions 
of the Bogue Chitto & Cone-
hatta communities.

This license was awarded as 
part of the FCC’s Rural Tribal 
Window, a unique opportunity 
for Tribes in rural areas to di-
rectly access unassigned spec-
trum over their Tribal lands.

Over 400 applications were 
received during the priority 
window, & the FCC is continu-

IKBI employees Emanuel Hickman & Allen White unloaded & secured the 
buildings that will house fixed broadband equipment in the Conehatta com-
munity. These storage shelters are located next to Conehatta Elementary 
School.

ing to review applications that 
were received before the Sep-
tember 2, 2020 deadline. MBCI 
was one of 154 tribes selected 
in the first set of licensees, 
which were announced on Oc-
tober 23.

“As soon as we learned of 
this license offering from the 

FCC, we began the ap-
plication process,” said 
Choctaw Economic 
Development Director 
John Hendrix. “Con-
nectivity is a primary 
consideration for our 
Tribe, especially with 
the challenges posed 
by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.”

“With this license & 
future broadband de-
ployment, the MBCI is 
not only aiming to keep 
people safe at home 
& connected to essen-

tial services like schooling & 
healthcare during emergencies, 
but also to cultivate attractive 
& optimum connectivity con-
ditions for businesses & inves-
tors,” Hendrix added.

The Tribe applied for any 
available spectrum in all eight 
Choctaw communities. Al-
though all MBCI communities 
are covered under the awarded 
license, the Tribe cannot op-
erate in all communities since 
some areas are already satu-
rated with existing licensees. 
Bogue Chitto & Conehatta are 
the communities in which the 
Tribe can move forward with 
plans to install fixed wireless 
broadband equipment.

MBCI is also exploring ways 
to expand its coverage area 
outside of those communities 
through business partnerships 
& other wireless technologies.
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Tribe Selected by EPA for Trash-Free Waters Grant
The U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA) awarded 
a $200,000 Trash-Free Waters 
Grant to the Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians (MBCI) to 
purchase a bandalong litter trap 
for the Kentawka Canal. The 
grant was awarded during a 
press conference at Lake Push-
mataha in Choctaw, MS on Oc-
tober 8, 2020, with representa-
tives from the EPA and MBCI 
in attendance.

“I want to thank Katherine 
Pugh, newly appointed EPA 
Region IV Tribal Relations Co-
ordinator, for her initial visit 
with us back in March and for 
the continued support of oth-
er committed partners in the 

EPA,” said Tribal 
Chief Cyrus Ben. 
“As a result of a 
productive meet-
ing that identified 
some growing 
areas of pollu-
tion and concern 
along Kentawka 
Canal, the EPA 
has been able to 
procure funding 
to help address 
the problem.”

Chief Ben add-
ed that the Tribe 
is very thankful 
for the funds and plans to put it 
to good use.

“I enjoy the outdoors as many 

In attendance for the press conference at Lake Pushmataha were (in no order): 
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben, 2019-2021 Choctaw Indian Princess Elisah Jimmie, EPA 
Chief of Staff Mandy Gunasekara, Director of EPA-American Indian Office Scott 
Mason, EPA Region IV Regional Administrator Mary Walker, EPA Region IV Tribal 
Relations Coordinator Katie Pugh, MBCI EPA Director Jerry Cain, & Choctaw 
Public Works Director Reggie Shumaker.

of my fellow Choctaw people 
do, and to see our outdoors and 
waterways littered with trash 

is heartbreaking. We are the 
stewards of our lands, and we 
must protect our environment 
so future generations can enjoy 
it too,” Chief Ben added.

MBCI’s bandalong litter trap 
is designed to float in the wa-
terway in order to capture litter 
before it flows farther down-
stream by using the current to 
guide debris into the trap. The 
trap will capture and retain de-
bris ready for removal and dis-
posal.

“Under President Trump we 
are cleaning up our lands, air, 
and water through renewed 
partnerships at the state and 
tribal level. Today’s Trash-Free 
Waters grant to the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians is an 
important part of reducing litter 
and plastic waste from enter-
ing our waterways that has far 
reaching environmental ben-
efits,” said EPA Chief of Staff 
Mandy Gunasekara.

EPA’s Trash-Free Waters pro-
gram works to reduce and pre-
vent trash from entering U.S. 
waters and the ocean. EPA plays 
a unique role in assisting states, 
tribes, municipalities, business-
es, non-governmental organi-
zations, and concerned citizens 
work together to explore more 

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians has been 
awarded a $450,000 grant 
from the W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation (WKKF) to assist the 
Tribe in building a commu-
nity that is food-secure with 
equitable access to fresh & 
healthy foods. The grant will 
fund the efforts of Choctaw 
Fresh Produce, the Tribe’s 
certified organic farm.

“We are very grateful to 
receive this financial sup-
port from the Kellogg Foun-
dation,” said Tomika Bell, 
Local Food Coordinator for 
Choctaw Fresh Produce. 
“Our organic farm was start-
ed in 2012, & it has grown 
to include farms in four of 
our Tribal communities. This 
grant will help us continue to 
provide jobs as well as nutri-
tious food for our members.”

 The grant will be dissem-
inated over three years, & 
will be used in the following 

MBCI Receives W.K.
Kellogg Foundation Grant

ways:
• Partial funding for salaries 

of 10 employees (nine of whom 
are Tribal members);

• Funding an updated busi-
ness plan for Choctaw Fresh 
Produce;

• Funding construction of an 
equipment storage facility.

 “The Kellogg Foundation is 
focused on ensuring children 
thrive, & we are excited to sup-
port Choctaw Fresh Produce 
& the Tribe’s mission of be-
coming a more self-sufficient 
and healthy community,” says 
Rhea Williams-Bishop, direc-
tor of Mississippi & New Or-
leans programs for the Kellogg 
Foundation.

The WKKF, founded in 1930 
as an independent, private 
foundation by breakfast cereal 
innovator & entrepreneur Will 
Keith Kellogg, is among the 
largest philanthropic founda-
tions in the U.S. Guided by the 
belief that all children should 

A Choctaw Fresh Produce em-
ployee looks to harvest some 
fresh vegetables.  

have an equal opportuni-
ty to thrive, WKKF works 
with communities to create 
conditions for vulnerable 
children so they can realize 
their full potential in school, 
work & life. Based in Bat-
tle Creek, MI, the WKKF 
works throughout the U.S. 
& internationally, as well as 
with sovereign tribes. Special 
attention is paid to priority 
places where there are high 
concentrations of poverty & 
where children face signifi-
cant barriers to success. continued next page



CHOCTAW COMMUNITY NEWS PAGE 11

Pearl River Early Childhood Center Opens
The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
new Pearl River Early Childhood Center (PRECC) on Friday, October 30, 2020. In 
attendance were Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben, 2019-2021 Choctaw Princess Elisah Jim-
mie, Tribal Council Representatives Nigel Gibson (Pearl River) & Loriann Ahshap-
anek (Standing Pine), 
Early Childhood Educa-
tion Department Director 
Tina Routh, PRECC Di-
rector Brendon Williams, 
& 2020-2021 American 
Indian Day Princess & 
Brave Talia Ben & Ja-
cob Frazier. Following 
the ceremony, Chief Ben 
& Princess Elisah visit-
ed students, & Chief Ben 
read to students.

Masks Donated to Public Health
The Choctaw Health Center’s Public Health Services 
Department recently posted a call for more donations 
of fabric face masks of all sizes to be issued out to 
community members. On behalf of the Cultural Affairs 
Program & the Department of Chahta Immi, the char-
acter Ofi (dog) delivered a box of masks to members 
of Public Health Services on December 8, 2020, at the 
Choctaw Health Center. 

Veterans Day 
Poster Contest 
Winners

With MBCI Veterans Day activities cancelled this year due to 
COVID-19 precautionary measures, Choctaw Tribal students in 
grades 9-12 still participated in the Veterans Day Poster Contest. 
Congratulations to the following students who placed in the con-

test. LEFT, Makayla Hickman placed 1st; 
BELOW, Deshaylee Tubby placed 2nd; 
RIGHT ABOVE, Candence Nickey placed 
3rd; RIGHT BELOW, Sierra Ben received 
Honorable Mention. The Veterans Commit-
tee would like to thank all Tribal youth that 
participated & individuals that were involved 
in making the poster contest a success!

effective ways to reduce 
the amount of litter and 
packaging waste that 
enters the water. EPA 
has provided technical 
and financial support 
for multiple projects de-
signed to prevent trash 
from entering water-
ways.

“Keeping our waters 

trash free is a top prior-
ity for EPA,” said EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Mary S. Walker. “We are 
proud to partner with the 
MBCI, and this funding 
will support their efforts 
to eliminate trash from 
entering waterways and 
protect critical natural 
resources.”
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Senior Tribal JROTC
Cadets Graduate   
Neshoba Central High School’s Navy JROTC 
held graduation ceremonies on Oct. 28 as 
several senior Tribal cadets were honored. 
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben was in attendance 
to congratulate them & offer them tokens of 
appreciation. Tribal cadets recognized were 
Elliyonna Chickaway, Commanding Officer; 
Oscar Bell, Drill Team Captain; Chayton 
Carey, Air Rifle Captain; & Zander Waiter, 
U.S. Army Recruit.

The Census Complete Count 
Committee (CCCC) and Vote 
Your Voice (VYV) commit-
tee reached out to community 
members of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians re-
garding important initiatives in 
2020. The CCCC encouraged 
Tribal members to participate 
in the bicentennial census & 
the VYV committee encour-
aged Tribal member 18 years 
and older to participate in trib-
al, local, state, & national elec-
tions.

While the 2020 Census and 
November general elections are 
completed, future elections are 
upcoming and voter registra-
tion assistance is being contin-
ued for non-registered voters. 

The CCCC included four 
members - Cynthia Massey, 
Angelina Mattera, Deidre Tub-
by, and Taliciahn Eaves. The 
committee switched gears and 
changed over into the VYV 
committee as Massey, Tub-
by and Eaves were joined by 
Sylestina Cotton.

The committees hosted sev-
eral events within the past few 
months. A major event includ-
ed hosting drive-thru dinners 
in Tribal communities and in 
Henning, TN, as a token of ap-
preciation to Tribal members 
who completed a 2020 Census 
questionnaire and participated 
in the voter registration out-
reach.

To-go plates 
were catered by 
Penn’s Restaurant 
for Tribal commu-
nities in MS and 
Chata Style Foods 
catered for the 
Henning commu-
nity. An overall to-
tal of 4,192 plates 
were handed out 
as numerous Trib-
al departments assisted in the 
success of the drive-thru din-
ners. We appreciate everyone 
that helped in any way.

The VYV committee was 
initiated before the 2020 elec-
tions with the goal of register-
ing Tribal members to vote, 
increasing the number of Trib-
al member voters, and imple-
menting voter education efforts 
to ensure that everyone’s voice 
is heard and counted in Tribal, 
local, state, and national elec-
tions.

Community residents were 
provided forms if they wished 
to register to vote in upcoming 
elections. In addition to hand-
outs providing information on 
the 2020 election, disposable 
masks were also distributed.

The VYV committee is head-
quartered in the Amphitheater 
Entertainment Trailer in the 
Pearl River Community. Even 
though the 2020 general elec-
tion is over, we are still offering 
assistance to Tribal members 

CCCC, VYV Committees Reach Out to Tribal Members

who want to stop by & regis-
ter to vote. New registrants will 
have to wait up to 30 days be-
fore they are eligible to vote. 
Though the general election 
has passed, other elections will 
arise, such as special elections. 
The committee also assists with 
Tribal elections.

The VYV  is non-partisan as 
they do not endorse any can-
didate. Voter education efforts 
are implemented through var-
ious media components, such 
as Facebook Live editions 
with World Series Stickball an-
nouncers providing commen-
tary and a game show that aired 
the night before Election Day.

Topics discussed during 
Facebook Live broadcasts in-
cluded a review of the Missis-
sippi ballot, trivia questions 
about voting, discussing the 
importance of voting, and in-
forming Tribal member regis-
tered voters where their respec-
tive voting precincts for their 
community was located at.

Get-Out-The-Vote efforts in-
cluded Facebook posts encour-
aging Tribal members to sub-
mit a post of their own about 
the importance of voting and/or 
a picture of themselves going 
to the polls on Election Day. 
We had several great posts sub-
mitted.

We handed out “Your Voice 
Is Sacred, Your Vote Is Sacred” 
T-shirts to all state registered 
Tribal member voters and of-
fered non-registered voters the 
opportunity to register and be 
eligible to receive a T-shirt as 
well.

Outreach continues with a 
twist as we are offering the 
next generation of voters, those 
between the ages of 13-17, the 
opportunity to “Pledge to Reg-
ister.” The pledge consists of 
teens, 13-17 years old, to fill 
out a short form that includes 
four items. On their 18th birth-
day, they will receive a text 
message reminding them to 
register to vote. There has been 
several submissions already as 
those who confirm their pledge 
become eligible for a “Vote” 
T-shirt.

Choctaw Tribal members, 
once registered, have the right 
to vote in all elections. All 
Chahta are American citizens 
and have the privilege to exer-
cise their right to vote. The im-
portance of voting ensures our 
voices are heard.

Several amendments to the 

LEFT, Pictured from left to right are Census/VYV Committee members Cynthia 
Massey, Sylestina Cotton, Taliciahn Eaves, & Deidre Tubby. RIGHT, Deidre Tub-
by & volunteer Tia Grisham at the Red Water Community drive-thru dinner.

continued next page
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Submitted by Father 
Bob Goodyear, S.T.

On December 6, 2020, 
St. Therese Catholic 
Church celebrated the 
Sacrament of Confirma-
tion.

As the Holy Spirit 
came down upon the 
Apostles on Pentecost, 
changing their fearful 
hearts & making them 
faith-filled Apostles sent 
out to make disciples 
of all nations, the Sac-
rament of Confirmation 
calls the Holy Spirit to 
come down & fill the 
hearts of the faithful as 
their helper & guide.  
When Saint Paul placed 
his hands on those who 
had been baptized, the 
Holy Spirit came upon 
them.

Confirmation candi-
dates must have a year 
of classes, perform com-
munity service projects, 

ABOVE, Those who celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation included, pictured 
from left to right, Sierra Wallace, Kelin Kelly, Sydney Nickey, Veronica Williams, 
Father Bob Goodyear, Onnahili Williams, Katelin Williams, & Alexis Williams. 
RIGHT, Pictured, from 
left to right, are Bea Car-
son, Onnahili Williams, 
& Father Bob Goodyear.

St. Therese Church
Celebrates Confirmation

& have a retreat day of 
prayer. They choose a 
Sponsor to walk with 
them on their spiritual 
journey, someone who 
inspires them by the 
way they live their lives 
& witness to their Faith. 

On the day of their 
Confirmation, they 
stand before the Church 
congregation & profess 
their faith in Jesus Christ 
& their commitment to 
witness to Jesus by their 
lived faith.

Confirmation was 
originally scheduled for 
last April, but the pan-
demic hit. It was post-
poned till November, 
but three of the can-
didates were exposed 
to the COVID virus & 
self-quarantined. Final-
ly, all was ready & the 
Confirmation was cele-
brated.

Bishop Kopacz, the 
bishop of the Jackson 

Diocese, delegated au-
thority to confer Con-
firmation to Father Bob 
Goodyear, S.T., pastor 
of Holy Rosary Church 
in Tucker, St. Therese 
Church in Choctaw, & 
St. Catherine Church in 
Conehatta, on the candi-
dates he has prepared.  

The Sacrament of 
Confirmation is con-
ferred by prayer, a pro-

fession of faith, & the 
anointing with the sa-
cred oil called the Oil 
of Chrism in the sign of 
the cross on the forehead 
of the candidates. The 

anointing gives a sacra-
ment sign & seal to the 
candidates & “marks” 
them as apostles of Jesus 
Christ.

U.S. Constitution were created 
to include voters, regardless of 
race and gender. These include 
the 15th Amendment, 19th 
Amendment, 24th Amendment, 
and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.

By voting, we are honoring 

Pictured is 
a view from 
the hilltop 
overlooking 
Geyser Falls 
Water Park 
parking lot 
as vehicles 
lined up for 
Pearl River 
Community’s 
d r i v e - t h r u 
dinner.

the past. Voting is for all citi-
zens ages 18 and over. People 
under the age of 18 and those 
who are permanent residents 
but not yet citizens cannot 
vote, but Choctaw adults can. 
Our vote helps create the future 
we want to live in, even though 

Covid-19 has caused many set-
backs.

Activities related to the 2020 
Census and Election were im-
provised as social media and 
emails were utilized extensive-
ly for promotion of outreach 
efforts. For more information 

about the voting process or reg-
istering to vote, call the VYV 
committee at (601) 663-7760 or 
(601) 663-7761. We are located 
at the Amphitheater Entertain-
ment Trailer in Pearl River & 
are open Monday-Friday, from 
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
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Brennan Henry (#230) placed 
34th with a time of 20:01.2.

The Rockets placed 3rd over-
all out of 11 teams. Brookhav-
en won the 5A boys title.

On November 2, Choctaw 
Central High School & Newton 
County High School competed 
in the Class 4A championships.

Choctaw Central’s girls cross 
country senior team members 
Sierra Wallace (#542) & Lyleo-
nia Johnson (#539) placed 7th 
& 10th respectively to earn All 

Runners Compete at Cross Country Championships
Tribal member student ath-

letes recently competed in the 
2020 MHSAA State Cross 
Country Championships at 
Mississippi College’s Choctaw 
Trails in Clinton. Runners com-
peted in 5,000 meter races.

On October 31, Neshoba 
Central High School competed 
in the Class 5A  championships.

Participating in the girls 
championship included fresh-
man Katelin Williams (#226) 
as she placed 26th with a time 
of 23:31.9 & 8th grader Karlie 

Bell (#220) placed 34th with a 
time of 24:42.1.

The Lady Rockets placed 5th 
overall out of 9 teams. Saltillo 
won the 5A girls championship.

In the boys championship, 
freshman Jordan Davis (#229) 
placed 13th with a time of 
17:57.5 & earned an All State 
medal.

Junior Thomas Saunders 
(#232) placed 15th with a time 
of 18:11.3, freshman Aizen 
Bell (#227) placed 23rd with 
a time of 19:14.0 & freshman 

Pictured, from left, are All-State Med-
alists Jordan Davis (Neshoba Central), 
Sierra Wallace & Lyleonia Johnson 
(Choctaw Central).

State medals. Wallace finished 
with a time of 21:22.71, John-
son 21:33.29.

Junior Leilaya McMillan 
(#540) finished 35th with a 
time of 23:39.76, senior Shan-
tasia John (#538) placed 42nd 
with a time of 24:09.25, junior 
Alyssa Jimmie (#537) placed 
84th with her time of 26:35.72, 
junior Alexis Thomas (#541) 
placed 86th with a time of 
26:38.30, & junior Kylie Wil-
liamson (#543) finished 94th 

with a time of 27:08.26.
The Lady Warriors 

placed 5th overall out 
of 17 teams competing. 
Corinth won the 4A girls 
championship.

In the boys champi-
onship, Choctaw Cen-
tral 8th grader Deontray 
Tubby (#550) placed 
65th with his time of 
20:21.12, freshman 
Peyton Mingo (#547) 

continued next page

Warriors Close 2020 Season in Playoffs
The Choctaw Central Warriors were defeated in the first round of 
the Class 4A football playoffs to the Pontotoc Warriors 38-24 on 
November 6 at Pontotoc. In a season which saw several sched-
uled games being affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, Choctaw 
Central concluded with an overall 2-6 record, with both of those 
wins coming in division play and earning a playoff berth as a 
number 4 seed from Region 4-4A. Despite having concluded the 
season in the opening round of the 2020 playoffs, the Warriors 
are looking forward to next season with hopes of making another 
run in the playoffs.
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Senior Night was celebrated for mem-
bers of the Warriors football & cross coun-
try teams, cheerleaders & band on Friday, 
Oct. 30 as Choctaw Central faced Leake 
Central at Warrior Stadium in the final 
game of the regular 2020 football season.

CCHS Senior Night Football players honored by Tribal 
Chief Cyrus Ben & their family members 

during pre-game ceremonies were Treyden 
Stephens, Cohen Keats, Dregen Denson, 
Caden Wilson, Jawarrick Hickman, Billie 
Isom, Traiton Martin, Gage Wesley, Kear-
son Grisham, Trevell Vivians, Kyler Jeffer-
son, Rayon Lewis, Jacob Jim, & J.D. Bell.

At halftime, seniors honored were: (cross 
country) Sierra Wallace, Jaiden Thom-
as, Shantasia John, Lyleonia Johnson, 
Brayson Samuel, Alarys Johnson, Octavi-
ous Jones, & Brannon Jim; (cheerleaders) 
Charlita Gibson & Jaiden Thomas; (band) 
Alex Wishork & Isley Mingo.

(Pictures continued page 18)

Pictured are Tribal athletes who participated in the 2020 cross coun-
try seasons at Neshoba Central (above) & Choctaw Central (right).

finished 87th with a time of 
21:16.63, junior Markeleus 
Mingo (#546) placed 101st with 
his time of 21:56.71, freshman 
Jayce Sam (#548) placed 107th 
with his time of 22:25.64, 

freshman Chris Lewis (#545) 
finished 116th with a time of 
22:51.51, senior Brayson Sam-
uel (#549) placed 125th with 
a time of 23:47.49, & senior 
Alarys Johnson (#544) placed 

131st with his time of 24:58.24.
The Warriors placed 16th 

overall out of 18 teams com-
peting.

Newton County sophomore 
Sebastian Johnson (#855) 

placed 106th with his time of 
22:15.87. The Cougars placed 
7th overall. Corinth made it 
a sweep in Class 4A as they 
claimed the boys champion-
ship.
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By the Choctaw Behavioral 
Health Department

WOW! The last month of the 
year is here & 2020 has been 
one for the history books, one 
that none of us could ever have 
imagined. However, we must 
remember the lessons learned 
in 2020, the good & the bad.

Strive to make the good great 
& the bad better & not repeat 
the things that caused us pain, 
suffering & unhappiness. In-
stead, learn from it & know that 
all things happen for a reason & 
there are lessons to be learned 
from each experience.

Since March 2020, the “Pan-
demic” has been the main fo-
cus, not just here but all over 
the country. It’s brought about 
feelings of anxiety, fear, uncer-
tainty & ongoing isolation. Un-

fortunately, the holidays could 
heighten those feelings.

The fact that we may not be 
able to spend time with our 
family & loved ones, combined 
with other factors that can trig-
ger these feelings, can be over-
whelming. Such as:

• Less sunlight;
• Changes in your diet;
• Alcohol;
• Lack of communication;
• Inability to be with friends 

or family;
• Extra stress;
• Unrealistic expectations;
• Memories that accompany 

the season.

REMEMBER,
ITS TEMPORARY!

Listed below are a few tips to 
help you get through this mo-
ment & walk into the New Year 

Suicide Prevention, Stress During Holidays
with pep in your step.

1. Stick to a normal routine 
as much as possible.

2. Get enough sleep.
3. Take time for yourself.
4. Spend time with family 

(following all stay at home pro-
tocols).

5. Eat & drink in moderation.
6. Don’t drink alcohol if you 

are feeling down.
7. Get exercise.
8. Make a to-do list.
As 2021 arrives, meet it with 

enthusiasm, excitement & joy. 
Enthusiasm for what the New 
Year will bring, excitement 
for the possibilities, & joy that 
we are still here to see another 
year.

WHERE TO FIND HELP?
Covid-19 has definitely 

changed our way of life & we 

must continue to follow all 
CDC guidelines & commu-
nity procedures to ensure the 
well-being of our families, 
friends & neighbors. As we 
move into 2021, know that this 
too shall pass & we must all do 
our part to stop the spread & 
make our world healthy & safe.

Remember, these are tempo-
rary conditions & feelings, pain 
& conditions are temporary but 
suicide is permanent.

If you or someone you know 
are having feelings of despair 
& sadness during this holiday 
season or thoughts of harm-
ing themselves, please contact 
Your Behavioral Health Team 
at 601-389-4150, as well as 
The Suicide Prevention Life-
line 1-800-273-Talk. Have a 
voice, save a life.

We look forward to seeing 

Littlefield Honored at NCHS Senior Night
Neshoba Central High School senior Nina Simone Littlefield, daugh-
ter of Elda Littlefield & granddaughter of Bessie Jim of the Tucker 
Community, was honored during Senior Night for band on Nov. 20. 
Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben, along with family members & friends, of-
fered his congratulations & presented her with a gift of appreciation.

Wheeler Honored at 
UHS Senior Night
Shyne Wheeler, daughter of Ali-
cia & Dale Wheeler, was hon-
ored during Senior Night for the 
Union High School Lady Yellow 
Jackets volleyball team on Oct. 
6. Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben was in 
attendance to congratulate her 
on her honor & presented her 
with a token of appreciation.

NCHS, CCHS Homecoming Royalties
2020 Homecoming festivities, following COVID-19 safety protocols, 
were held at Neshoba Central High School on Oct. 8 & Choctaw 
Central High School on Oct. 16. LEFT, Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben 
was in attendance to offer his congratulations to Angel Clemmons 
as she was selected Sophomore Maid for Neshoba’s Homecoming 

Court. Angel is the daughter 
of Angela Hundley & Sammy 
Clemmons. RIGHT, At Choc-
taw Central, Chief Ben crowned 
senior Sierra Wallace as 2020 
Homecoming Queen during half-
time ceremonies of the Choctaw 
Central-Northeast Lauderdale 
contest. Sierra is the daughter of 
Millicent & Scottie Wallace. The 
Warriors were victorious with a 
23-20 win over the Trojans.

see HEALTH, pg 20
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all of you in 2021 & celebrate 
a brand new year with good 
health, excitement, enthusiasm, 
& joy.

NATIONAL STRESS FREE 
HOLIDAY MONTH

For the month of December, 
we recognize “National Stress 
Free Holiday Month.” The hol-
iday season often brings stress, 
loneliness & depression. And 
it’s no wonder. The holidays 
often present a dizzying array 
of demands — cooking meals, 
shopping, baking, cleaning & 
entertaining, to name just a few.

COVID-19 has brought on 
additional stress & you may 
be worrying about you & your 
loved ones’ health. You may 
also feel sad or anxious because 
your holiday plans may look 
different during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

But with some practical tips, 
you can minimize the stress 
that accompanies the holidays. 
You may even end up enjoy-
ing the holidays more than you 
thought you would.

WHAT CAUSES STRESS?
Common causes of stress re-

lated to the holiday season in-
clude travel, shopping, family 
hosting, being alone or money 
problems. People often strive 
too much for perfection & try 
to do too much to make this 
time of year perfect. There re-
ally is no such thing as a perfect 
holiday, and that’s ok.

Remember, if travel isn’t fun 
for you, it probably isn’t fun for 
the thousands of other people 
traveling. Parking spaces will 
always be in a short supply, 
family members that drive you 
crazy probably drive others cra-
zy too, & children will still ask 
for either a million gifts parents 
can’t afford or one totally unre-
alistic gift. Remember these 3 
words: Let It Go (L.I.G.)!

HOW DOES IT AFFECT 
US?

For many, the holidays can 
cause serious anxiety & depres-
sion. Parents may feel helpless 
& frustrated dealing with high 
expectations & low budgets. 
People with big families may 
feel overwhelmed while those 
without families feel singled 
out & lonely.

It is normal to be stressed 
during this time of the year, 
but sometimes that stress can 
be unhealthy. Unhealthy stress 
can cause hyperventilation, 
sweating, rapid heartbeat, diz-
ziness, body pains, headaches, 
high blood pressure, insomnia, 
ulcers, & behavioral symptoms 
such as irritability, anxiety, 
substance abuse, & becoming 
socially withdrawn.

For those who are already 
experiencing mental illnesses 
or substance abuse, this added 
stress can exacerbate symp-
toms.

HOW CAN YOU HELP 
ELIMINATE STRESS?

When stress is at its peak, it’s 
hard to stop & regroup. Try to 
prevent stress & depression in 
the first place, especially if the 
holidays have taken an emo-
tional toll on you in the past.

• Acknowledge your feel-
ings. If someone close to you 
has recently died or you can’t 
be with loved ones for other 
reasons, realize that it’s normal 
to feel sadness & grief. It’s OK 
to take time to cry or express 
your feelings. You can’t force 
yourself to be happy just be-
cause it’s the holiday season.

• Reach out. If you feel lone-
ly or isolated, seek out commu-
nity, religious or other social 
events or communities. Many 
may have websites, online sup-
port groups, social media sites 
or virtual events. They can of-
fer support & companionship.

- If you’re feeling stress 

during the holidays, it also 
may help to talk to a friend 
or family member about 
your concerns. Try reaching 
out with a text, a call or a 
video chat.
- Volunteering your time or 
doing something to help oth-
ers also is a good way to lift 
your spirits & broaden your 
friendships. For example, 
consider dropping off a meal 
& dessert at a friend’s home 
during the holidays.

• Be realistic. The holidays 
don’t have to be perfect or 
just like last year. As families 
change & grow, traditions & 
rituals often change as well. 
Choose a few to hold on to, 
& be creative when relatives 
can’t come to your home. Find 
new ways to celebrate together, 
such as sharing pictures, emails 
or videos. Or meet virtually on 
a video call. Even though your 
holiday plans may look differ-
ent this year, you can find ways 
to celebrate.

• Set aside differences. Try 
to accept family members & 
friends as they are, even if 
they don’t live up to all of your 
expectations. Set aside griev-
ances until a more appropriate 
time for discussion. And be un-
derstanding if others get upset 
or distressed when something 
goes awry. Chances are they’re 
feeling the effects of holiday 
stress & depression, too.

• Stick to a budget. Before 
you do your gift & food shop-
ping, decide how much money 
you can afford to spend. Then 
stick to your budget. Don’t try 
to buy happiness with an ava-
lanche of gifts.

Try these alternatives:
- Donate to a charity in 
someone’s name.
- Give homemade gifts.
- Start a family gift ex-
change.

• Plan ahead. Set aside spe-
cific days for shopping, baking, 

connecting with friends & oth-
er activities. Consider whether 
you can shop online for any of 
your items. Plan your menus & 
then make your shopping list. 
That’ll help prevent last-min-
ute scrambling to buy forgotten 
ingredients. And make sure to 
line up help for meal prep & 
cleanup.

• Learn to say no. Saying 
“yes” when you should say “no” 
can leave you feeling resentful 
& overwhelmed. Friends & 
colleagues will understand if 
you can’t participate in every 
project or activity. If it’s not 
possible to say “no” when your 
boss asks you to work over-
time, try to remove something 
else from your agenda to make 
up for the lost time.

• Don’t abandon healthy 
habits. Don’t let the holidays 
become a free-for-all. Over-
indulgence only adds to your 
stress & guilt.

Try these suggestions:
- Have a healthy snack be-
fore holiday meals so that 
you don’t go overboard on 
sweets, cheese or drinks.
- Eat healthy meals.
- Get plenty of sleep.
- Include regular physical 
activity in your daily rou-
tine.
- Try deep-breathing exer-
cises, meditation or yoga.
- Avoid excessive tobacco, 
alcohol & drug use.
- Be aware of how the in-
formation culture can pro-
duce undue stress, & adjust 
the time you spend reading 
news & social media as you 
see fit.

• Take a breather. Make 
some time for yourself. Find an 
activity you enjoy. Take a break 
by yourself. Spending just 15 
minutes alone, without distrac-
tions, may refresh you enough 
to handle everything you need 

HEALTH ...................................................................................................................................... continued from page nineteen

continued next page
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(Promoted by the MBCI-Methamphetamine 
& Suicide Prevention Initiative (MSPI), 
Grant #BH16IHS0075-05-00 / Choctaw    
Behavioral Health - Reference: National  
Suicide Prevention LifeLine.)

The Family Violence & 
Victims Services Program 
observed Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month with an 
awareness campaign to remem-
ber those who lost their lives to 
domestic violence, celebrate all 
survivors, & offer hope to those 
still facing abuse.

31 FACTS/STATS ABOUT
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

• Domestic Violence is a pat-
tern of abusive or coercive be-
havior used to gain & maintain 
power & control over another 
person.

• 1-in-4 women & 1-in-10 
men experienced contact sexu-
al violence, physical violence, 
and/or stalking by an intimate 

partner in her/his lifetime.
• From October 2019-Au-

gust 2020, the MBCI Family 
Violence & Victim’s Services 
(FVVS) Program assisted 11 
victims with obtaining a pro-
tection order.

• More than a black eye: Do-
mestic violence does not only 
include physical violence. It 
can also include cultural & 
spiritual abuse, emotional 
abuse, financial control, digital 
abuse, threatening words or ac-
tions, intimidation, pet abuse, 
or sexual coercion.

• From October 2019-August 
2020, the MBCI FVVS Pro-
gram provided services to 89 
clients.

• The fear of not being be-
lieved or blamed is often why 

FVVS Observes Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month 

to do. Find something that re-
duces stress by clearing your 
mind, slowing your breathing 
& restoring inner calm.

• Seek professional help if 
you need it. Despite your best 
efforts, you may find your-
self feeling persistently sad or 
anxious, plagued by physical 
complaints, unable to sleep, 
irritable & hopeless, & unable 
to face routine chores. If these 
feelings last for 
a while, talk to 
your doctor or 
a mental health 
professional.

Don’t let the 
holidays become 
something you 
dread. Instead, 
take steps to pre-
vent the stress 
& depression 
that can descend 
during the hol-
idays. Learn to 
recognize your 
holiday triggers, 

such as financial pressures 
or personal demands, so you 
can combat them before they 
lead to a meltdown. With a lit-
tle planning & some positive 
thinking, you can find peace & 
joy during the holidays.

WHERE TO FIND HELP?
Don’t forget, you are not 

alone in your 
feelings. Gifts & 

survivors don’t reach out to 
friends & family for support.

• From October 2019-August 
2020, the Nittak Himmona Do-
mestic Violence Shelter housed 
a total of 36 women & children.

• Despite COVID-19, domes-
tic violence programs & shel-
ters remain open. The FVVS 
Program is open Monday-Fri-
day from 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
The Nittak Himmona Domes-
tic Violence Shelter is open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

• From October 2019-August 
2020, the MBCI FVVS Pro-
gram received 38 crisis calls.

• COVID-19 & the need to 
quarantine has been a challenge 
for some survivors to find safe-
ty in their own home. To mit-
igate some of the challenges, 
locate the safest place in the 
house. If there is access to a 
phone, keep that charged at all 
times. Identify safe people that 
may be a resource. Take the pet 

for a walk for space or take the 
children outside for breaks.

• Legal needs for survivors 
can go beyond a protective or-
der. A survivor might seek help 
with divorce, custody or crimi-
nal proceedings.

• American Indian & Alaskan 
Native (AI/AN) women have 
the highest rates of physical & 
sexual violence in the nation. 
Today’s high prevalence of vi-
olence in Native communities 
is a modern manifestation of 
historic trauma.

• 30 to 60% of perpetrators of 
intimate partner violence also 
abuse children in the house-
hold.

• In the 2019 calender year, 
the Choctaw Police Depart-
ment received 378 calls for do-
mestic violence incidents.

• Many survivors don’t leave 
abusive relationships, not      

extravagant meals are nice, but 
the best memories come from 
being around those you love. 
Remember, the holidays aren’t 
about gifts or lights or the per-
fect party dress. The Holiday 
Season is a time to celebrate, 
be in the moment, & enjoy 
the people you are with, who 
love & care about you instead 

of stressing about the trivial 
things.

If you or someone you know 
needs help or additional infor-
mation, please contact Your 
Behavioral Health Team at 601-
389-4150. YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE! Happy Holidays!

see FACTS/STATS, pg. 22
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continued next page

FACTS/STATS ................. continued from page twenty-one

Firefighter Billy 
Johnson, Jr., of the 
Choctaw Fire Depart-
ment, graduated from 
the National Fire Pro-
tection Association 
(NFPA) 1001 Fire-
fighter I-II course at 
the Mississippi State 
Fire Academy in 
Jackson on Nov. 5, 2020.

This intense seven-week 
course included classroom & 
hands-on instruction in the ar-
eas of fire behavior, fire sup-
pression, rescue, incident com-
mand, hazardous materials, & 
other fire related topics. This 
course meets & exceeds the 
NFPA for Firefighter Qualifica-

tions & the uniform 
minimum training 
standards stated in 
the Mississippi Code 
section 45-11-7.

The Mississippi 
State Fire Academy 
is a division of the 
Mississippi Insur-
ance Department. 

Commissioner Mike Chaney & 
Academy Executive Director 
Terry Wages conclude that fire-
fighters, through their newly 
acquired skills & knowledge, 
will be an asset to the fire de-
partments they represent in 
implementing fire protection 
& prevention for their commu-
nity.

Billy Johnson, Jr.

Johnson Graduates from MS 
State Fire Academy

because they don’t want to, but 
because they can’t afford to. 
Financial abuse & control are 
prevalent in intimate partner 
violence.

• In the 2019 calender year, 
the Choctaw Police Depart-
ment made 64 arrests of the 
378 calls.

• Women with disabilities are 
more likely to be abused by an 
intimate partner than able-bod-
ied women. People with dis-
abilities are more vulnerable to 
violence & coercion.

• An estimated 48% of Non 
Hispanic AI/AN women & 
41% Non Hispanic AI/AN men 
experienced contact sexual vi-
olence, physical violence, & or 
stalking by an intimate partner.

• Established in 2017, the 
StrongHearts Native Helpline 
(1-844-7NATIVE) is a free, 
culturally-appropriate & confi-
dential helpline for AI/AN im-
pacted by domestic violence & 
dating violence.

• The MBCI lost 2 female 

Tribal members in 2017 due to 
intimate partner homicide.

• 26% of dating teens report 
they have been digitally vic-
timized by their girlfriend or 
boyfriend. Only 9% seek help, 
& rarely from their parents or 
teachers.

• An estimated 5 million el-
ders are abused each year. In 
almost 60% of elder abuse & 
neglect, the perpetrator is a 
family member. Two thirds of 
perpetrators are adult children 
or spouses.

• Cultural abuse examples 
include: *criticizes you for 
not being “Native enough” or 
being “too Indian”; *prevents 
you from going to ceremo-
nies, festivals, pow wows or 
feasts; *tells you how to prac-
tice your traditions; *uses tribal 
membership or blood quantum 
against you.

• 9.4% of high school stu-
dents report being hit, slapped 
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Rivera 
Family 
Makes
Donation
The family of 
the late Sheila 
Rivera recently 
made a gener-
ous donation in 
her memory & 
honor to the Children & Family Services Program. A total of 120 duffle bags were delivered to 

staff members to be distributed to Tribal foster children in 
the program. It was her hope the contribution would help the 
children of the Tribe. Rivera passed away on April 19, 2020, 
in Chicago, IL, where she served as a Cook County Deputy 
Sheriff. She was a kindhearted, hardworking, loving Chris-
tian who brought great joy, comfort, & happiness to all. She 
was an ordained Minister & a true servant of God. Born in 
Philadelphia, MS, she was a proud member of the MBCI & 
previously worked with the Choctaw Police Department. Pic-
tured above, from left to right, are MBCI Department of Fam-
ily & Community Services (DFCS) representatives Miriam 
Edwards, Christy Payne, son Isaiah Rivera, widow Chicago 
Police Sgt. Noland Rivera, Chief Cyrus Ben, sister Angeli-
na Mattera, mother Rita Jones, DFCS representatives Alyssa 
Ben, Mae Bell, & Whitney Ben.

or physically hurt on 
purpose by their boy-
friend or girlfriend.

• Digital abuse is the 
use of technology, such 
as texting & social net-
working to bully, harass, 
stalk or intimidate a 
partner.

• One form of emo-
tional abuse that abu-
sive partners often use 
is gaslighting. Gaslight-
ing causes survivors to 
question their own real-
ity, feelings, instincts & 
memory.

• More than 4-in-5 
AI/AN women (84.3%) 
have experienced vio-
lence in their lifetime.

• Spiritual abuse can 
happen when a partner 
prays against you or 
your family or misrep-
resents spiritual or trib-
al beliefs to get you to 
do something you don’t 

want to do. A spiritual-
ly abusive relationship 
restricts a person from 
honoring their spiritual 
side or religious beliefs 
or may force someone 
to abandon their beliefs 
entirely.

• 40.1% of Mississip-
pi women & Mississippi 
men experience intimate 
partner physical vio-
lence, intimate partner 
rape, and/or intimate 
partner stalking in their 
lifetime.

• Domestic Violence is 
a leading cause of home-
lessness for women.

• One of the biggest re-
siliency factors in help-
ing children heal from 
exposure to domestic vi-
olence is the presence of 
consistent, supportive, 
& loving adults, most 
often their non-abusive 
parent.
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Alice MArie DAvis leFlore

Graves ide 
service for Al-
ice Marie Da-
vis LeFlore, 
82, was held 
on Wednes-
day, October 
7, 2020, at Holy Rosary Catho-
lic Cemetery in Tucker. Father 
Bob Goodyear, S.T., officiat-
ed. John E. Stephens Chapel          
Funeral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Ms. LeFlore passed away 
on October 2 at Legend Oaks 
Healthcare in Garland, TX.

She was a nurse & later be-
came a secretary for the Equal 
Employment Opportunity in 
Dallas, TX until her retirement. 
She was devoted to her family.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Hobby & Mary 
McMillan Davis; & a sister, 
Bernice Davis Fields.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Elaine LeFlore Morris; 
son-in-law, Blaine Morris; 
2 grandchildren, a nephew, 
2 great-nieces, relatives, & 
friends.

eDwin robinson

Graves ide 
service for 
Edwin Robin-
son, 56, was 
held on Mon-
day, October 
12, 2020, at 
Robinson Cemetery. Pastor 
Thomas Ben officiated. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Robinson passed away 
on October 3 at Neshoba Coun-
ty General Hospital in Philadel-
phia.

He enjoyed watching TV & 
singing.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Teach & Janie Sue 

C o m m u n i -
ty Cemetery. 
Bro. Randell 
Joe & Pastor 
Mark Patrick 
o f f i c i a t e d . 
John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Joe passed away on Oc-
tober 2 at Merit Health Center 
in Madison.

She enjoyed being with fam-
ily & friends, attending church, 
reading her Bible, praying, tak-
ing pictures, texting & talking 
on her phone.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Munch & Emma 
Frazier Joe; two infants; son, 
Randy Joe; & brothers, Eddie 
Joe, Reed Joe & James Frazier.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Wendy (Melvin) Jackson 
& Mercedes Nene; sisters, Ad-
die Joe, Betty Mae Joe, Cath-
erine Joe, & Joyce Hickman; 
brother, Joey Joe; 7 grandchil-
dren, 2 great-grandchildren, an 
uncle, & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

continued next page

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Whitman & Viola 
Bell Johnson; husband, Wiley 
Bear; daughter, Pamela K. King 
Melendez; son, Corey James 
King; sisters, Priscilla Johnson 
Isaac, Lorena Johnson Lewis, 
Annie Lou Johnson Denson, & 
Linnie Fay Johnson Conrad; & 
a brother, Harris Johnson.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Lisa Hall; sons, Tommy Lee 
Bear, Lenny Hall & Cory Hall; 
brothers, James Ray Johnson, 
Chester Ben, Tommy John, & 
Charles Edward Johnson; 12 
grandchildren, 16 great-grand-
children & a host of relatives & 
friends.

nellie Joe

Graveside service for Nellie 
Joe, 65, was held 
on Wednesday, 
October 7, 2020, 
at Bogue Chitto 

corinA Johnson beAr

Graves ide 
service for 
Corina John-
son Bear, 74, 
was held on 
Friday, Octo-
ber 16, 2020, 
at Phillips Cemetery in Pearl 
River. Rev. Sam Dixon offici-
ated. John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Ms. Bear passed away on 
September 29 at her residence.

She held various positions & 
was last employed with Pearl 
River Resort until her retire-
ment in 2017. She enjoyed 
playing cards, dominos, social-
izing, hunting, fishing, watch-
ing & participating in sports.

Food Boxes Distributed to 
Those in Need 
Boxes of food were distributed to families 
in need on Friday, Oct. 23 at the Pearl 
River Recreational Field parking lot. Food 
items were provided by the USDA Farmers 
to Families program as Tribal Chief Cyrus 
Ben & his office assisted in obtaining the 
food boxes. The boxes were handled by 
volunteers of the Spirit of Life Christian 
Center.
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October 7 at Anderson Region-
al Medical Center in Meridian.

She was a secretary with the 
Choctaw Fire Department for 
the past 20 years. She enjoyed 
being with family, taking trips, 
cooking, watching her family 
play sports, & being a fan of 
the MSU Bulldogs.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, David Smith, Sr.; 
mother, Sally Rose Williams; 
step-father, John H. Williams; 
sister, Cordelia Williams; 
daughter, I’Sallyn Bell; & pa-
ternal, maternal grandparents.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Craig Tushka Bell; 
daughter, Cornelia JaRose Ho-
litopa Bell; son, Sean Wallace; 
sister, Leanna Charlie; brother, 
David Smith, Jr.; step-brother, 
Garrette Williams; 3 nephews, 
2 aunts, 2 uncles, & a host of 
relatives & friends.

Myron l. McMillAn

Graves ide 
service for 
Myron L. Mc-
Millan, 53, 
was held on 
Wednesday, 
October 14, 
2020, at Simon Isaac Ceme-
tery in Pearl River. Father Bob 
Goodyear, S.T., officiated. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. McMillan passed away 
on October 8 at his residence.

He was a U.S. Army Veter-
an & former Choctaw Police 
Officer. He was a Surveillance 
Supervisor at Bok Homa Ca-
sino & was recently named 
manager. He was a 26 year em-
ployee of Pearl River Resort & 
enjoyed being with family & 
friends, being a Dallas Cow-
boys fan, & playing with Pearl 
River Stickball.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lee Otha                  

lins Billie, 
Sr., 82, was 
held on Satur-
day, October 
10, 2020, at 
Standing Pine 
Communi ty 
Cemetery. Pastor Willie Sol-
omon, Jr., officiated. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Billie passed away on 
October 4 at his residence.

He was an EMT with the 
Choctaw Health Center until 
his retirement. He previously 
was employed with England 
Steele Corp., in Gary, IN, then 
Chicago, IL. He enjoyed being 
with family.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Lee Collins Billie 
& Henrietta Chitto Billie Ben; 
step-father, Wilson Ben; sis-
ter, Sarah Ben Walker; brother, 
Steve Billy; & 2 great-grand-
children.

Survivors include his wife, 
Lilly Tubby Billy; daugh-
ters, Angie Billy & Rhonda 
Billy; son, Collins Billy, Jr.; 
sisters, Lula Feazelle, Lois 
Ben Hernandez & Mary Ben 
Bell; brothers, Robert Billy & 
Andrew Billy; 14 grandchil-
dren, 18 great-grandchildren, 
2 great-great grandchildren, 
2 special nieces, & a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends. 

MinDy lAchelle bell

Graves ide 
service for 
Mindy Lach-
elle Bell, 40, 
was held on 
T h u r s d a y , 
October 22, 
2020, at Conehatta Commu-
nity Cemetery. Deacon Ricky 
Thompson, Sr. officiated. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Bell passed away on 

shirley Ann PhiloMAn

Graves ide 
service for 
Shirley Ann 
P h i l o m a n , 
65, was held 
on Saturday, 
October 17, 
2020, at Mingo Cemetery. Dea-
con Kendall Wallace & Pastor 
Thomas Ben officiated. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Ms. Philoman passed away 
on October 5 at the Aspirus 
Wausau Hospital in Wausau, 
WI.

She enjoyed karaoke, play-
ing volleyball, softball, & pool. 
She admired beadwork, so-
cializing, watching stickball & 
Green Bay Packers football.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Sims Clemmons, 
Sr. & Jimmie Lee Wallace; 
husband, Raymond Philoman; 
grandparents, Jeff Clemmons 
& Cora Frazier Clemons, Jim 
& Sally Bell Mingo; sisters, 
Kathy Bell & Rose Marie 
Clemmons; brothers, Luke Al-
len, Sr., Sammy Clemmons, 
Sr., Donnie Clemmons, Sr., 
Ernie Clemmons, Mark Clem-
mons, & Jonathan Clemmons; 
sons, Jonah Lee Willis & Gay-
lan Wayne Willis, Sr.; & a 
grandson.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Cassandra Willis; sons, 
Samuel Keith (Sonya) Willis, 
Fabian (Rebecca) Wilson & 
Andre Boulley; sisters, Millie 
Chickaway, Carrie Bell, His-
tina Thomas, Alicia Jim, & 
Appallonia Clemmons; broth-
ers, Dana Clemmons, Derrick 
Clemmons & Sim (Annette) 
Clemmons, Jr.; 22 grandchil-
dren, 13 great-grandchildren & 
a host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

collins billie, sr.

Graveside service for Col-

Robinson; sisters, Mary Jane 
Robinson & Hilda Sutton; & 
brothers, Namen Robinson, 
Jennie Robinson, Leo Robin-
son, & Phil Robinson.

Survivors include his nieces, 
AshRhonda Robinson & Chey-
an Robinson; nephews, Derrick 
Frazier & Anthony Robinson; 
& a host of relatives & friends.

John robert PhilliPs

Graves ide 
service for 
John Robert 
Phillips, 77, 
was held on 
Friday, Octo-
ber 9, 2020, 
at Phillips Cemetery in Pearl 
River. Rev. Charles Doby Hen-
ry officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Phillips passed away 
on October 3 at the Choctaw 
Health Center in Choctaw.

He was employed with Tribal 
Maintenance & was previously 
a machinist for over 20 years 
at Astroid Grinding in Chica-
go, IL. He enjoyed being with 
family & friends, fishing, being 
at the casino, & caring for his 
pets.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Riley & Arlastter 
Phillips; wife, Betty Phillips; 
sisters, Christene Phillips John-
son, Joanna Henry & Audrey 
Sam; brothers, M.C. Phillips, 
Newman Phillips, Roy Phil-
lips, Sr., & D.C. Phillips; & a 
grandson.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Pamela Anderson, Misty 
Simmons, Tanya Phillips, & 
Lori Phillips; sons, Greg Phil-
lips & Edward Phillips; sister, 
Arlie York; brother, Kenneth 
Phillips; 18 grandchildren, 14 
great-grandchildren, & a host 
of nieces, nephews, relatives, 
& friends.

see OBITUARIES, pg. 26
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Addis Tubby Wilson; sisters, 
Brenda Wilson & Shirley Wil-
son; brothers, Harmon Ben, 
Norman Wilson & R.L. Wil-
son, Jr.; an infant son, Baby 
Boy Wilson; & a niece.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Searra Blyss Wilson; sister, 
Carolyn Steve; 4 grandchil-
dren, 1 niece, 4 nephews, a 
great-aunt, & a host of relatives 
& friends.

leslie wAllAce

Graves ide 
service for 
Leslie Wal-
lace, 83, was 
held on Fri-
day, Octo-
ber 23, 2020, 
at Old Mt. Zion Cemetery in 
Red Water. Pastor Carl Wilson 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Ms. Wallace passed away 
on October 21 at the Choctaw 
Residential Center in Choctaw.

She was a homemaker & en-
joyed fishing, hunting, garden-
ing, basket weaving, & making 
traditional Choctaw attire & 
jewelry.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Francis Jack Polk 
& Minnie Odell Polk; husband, 
Forrest Wallace; sisters, Shir-
ley Sue Jim & Maggie Lynn 
Gibson; & brothers, George 
Polk, Sr. & Harry Polk.

Survivors include her sis-
ters, Eva Shumake, Ruby John 
& Clettie Willis; & a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

PAtrick Dwight thoMAs

Graveside service for Patrick 
Dwight Thomas, 46, was held 
on Tuesday, October 27, 2020, 
at Bogue Homa Community 
Cemetery. Pastor Thomas Ben 
officiated. John E. Stephens 

officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Billy passed away on 
October 15 at Rush Foundation 
Hospital in Meridian.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Greer & Leo-
na Sam Billy; daughter, Janice 
Kay Billy; son, Adam Billy, Jr.; 
sisters, Ruth Billy, Louise Lo-
pez, Maude Durant, Margaret 
Homer, Virginia James, Mar-
ilyn Steve, & Velma Billy; & 
brothers, Richard Billy, Daniel 
Clark Billy & Laverne Billy.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Edna Cotton, Phyllis 
McMillan, Leda Isaac, &          
Christine Billy; sons, Eric Bil-
ly, Sr. & Roland Billy; sister, 
Sarah Cantu; 30 grandchil-
dren, 34 great-grandchildren, 
1 great-great grandchild, & a 
host of relatives & friends.

vincent wAyne wilson

G r a v e -
side service 
for Vincent 
Wayne Wil-
son, 55, 
was held on 
Wednesday, 
October 21, 2020, at Isaac 
Cemetery in Pearl River. Dea-
con Ricky Thompson, Sr. & 
Deacon Williamson Isaac of-
ficiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Wilson passed away on 
October 18 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

He was employed with Tribal 
Maintenance & enjoyed sports. 
He was the 2005 MVP for 35-
Over Beaver Dam Stickball. 
He enjoyed being with family 
& friends & supported his fam-
ily in their endeavors.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Jake & Mary 
Thomas; grandparents, R.L. & 

OBITUARIES ......................................................................................................................... continued from page twenty-five

McMillan & Nellie Jean An-
derson; sisters, Matilda Tubby 
& Diane Thomas; brother, Dan-
ny Anderson, Sr.; & an aunt.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Kelly Tristen McMillan, 
Brittany Deanne McMillan & 
Sydney Brooke Isaac; sons, 
Brandon Heath McMillan, 
Lee Garrick McMillan, Blake 
Landrum McMillan, & Riley 
Scott Isaac; sister, Jennifer 
Rose Willis; brothers, Fred-
erick McMillan & Roderick 
McMillan; 11 grandchildren, a 
great-uncle, & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

lArry Morris

Graves ide 
service for 
Larry Morris, 
56, was held 
on Thurs-
day, Octo-
ber 15, 2020, 
at Bogue Chitto Community 
Cemetery. Deacon Kendall 
Wallace & Rev. George Dix-
on officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Morris passed away on 
October 9 at Regency Hospital 
in Meridian.

He enjoyed Native American 
arts, crafts & music.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Walter & Bes-
sie Morris; sisters, Eunice Joe, 
Carolyn Nickey & Pauline 
Morris Williams; brothers, Jim-
my Joe Frazier, Burnice Mor-
ris, Quincy Morris, & Randall 
Morris, Sr.; grandparents, Jim 
Cook Frazier & Nannie Fra-
zier, Julius & Beauty Morris; 7 
aunts & 2 uncles.

Survivors include his sisters, 
Arlene Morris, Melba Cline & 
Mary Lou Morris; brother, Har-
ris Morris; 2 aunts & numerous 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

grAce JiM lewis

Graves ide 
service for 
Grace Jim 
Lewis, 91, 
was held on 
S a t u r d a y , 
October 17, 
2020, at Isaac Cemetery in 
Pearl River. Rev. Charles Doby 
Henry officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Lewis passed away on 
October 13 at Golden Triangle 
Baptist Hospital in Columbus.

She was a Baptist by faith & 
enjoyed family gatherings.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Albert & Dora 
Bell Jim; husband, Bert Lew-
is; daughter, Janice Kay York; 
sons, Hester York, Jr. & Ken-
neth Wayne York; sisters, Sa-
lina Willis & Effie Lilly; & 
brothers, John E. Jim & Gor-
don Jim.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Betty York, Brenda York, 
Barbara Hickman, Doris 
Guyette, Clarinda Lewis, & 
Elizabeth Billy; sons, Larry 
James York, Jerry York, Sr. & 
Emmerick Lewis; sister, La-
vonia Jim Jefferson; brothers, 
Claude Jim, Sr., Raymond 
Comby, James Mingo, & Al-
bert Mingo; & a host of grand-
children, great-grandchildren, 
great-great grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

ADAM billy, sr.

Graves ide 
service for 
Adam Billy, 
Sr., 79, was 
held on Sun-
day, October 
18, 2020, at 
Standing Pine Community 
Cemetery. Deacon Kendall 
Wallace & Bro. Gerald Willis 
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el Funeral 
Services was 
in charge of 
arrangements.

Ms. John 
passed away 
on October 31 
in Choctaw.

She was a NASIS                          
Coordinator/Data Specialist. 
She was previously a registar 
for Choctaw Tribal Schools for 
23 years, a business technician 
with the BIA & had stints at 
Walmart & Pearl River Resort. 
She & her husband were also 
foster parents. She enjoyed be-
ing with family, visiting fami-
ly in Kansas, & going to yard 
sales & the casino.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Freeman John; & 
parents, Justin & Lucy Hardy.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Felicia Ann John; son, 
Freeman Christopher John; 
brothers, Robert Hardy & Jes-
se Hardy; 5 grandchildren, 1 
great-granddaughter & a host 
of nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es, great-nephews, foster chil-
dren, relatives, & friends.

leigh JonAs willis

loPez-cruz

Graves ide 
service for 
Leigh Jonas 
Willis Lo-
pez-Cruz, 45, 
was held on 
Tuesday, No-
vember 3, 2020, at Simon Isaac 
Cemetery in Pearl River. Pastor 
Thomas Ben officiated. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Ms. Lopez-Cruz passed away 
on November 1 at her resi-
dence.

She enjoyed being with   
family & friends & watching 
soccer.

She was preceded in death by 

griMes chArles, Jr.

G r a v e -
side service 
for Grimes 
Charles, Jr., 
66, was held 
on Wednes-
day, Novem-
ber 4, 2020, at the Nickey Pri-
vate Cemetery in Conehatta. 
Rev. Mark Patrick officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Charles passed away on 
October 29 at his residence.

He was a U.S. Army Veter-
an & NRA member. He retired 
from Metro Transit Company 
in Houston, TX & moved to 
Conehatta, MS. He was Interim 
Manager of the Choctaw Gam-
ing Commission & enjoyed 
being with family, traveling, 
sightseeing, listening to music, 
& watching movies.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Vivian Randle 
West & Grimes Charles, Sr.; 
step-father, Johnny West, Sr.; 
& brothers, Terry Chatman & 
Michael Chatman.

Survivors include his wife, 
Jane Charles; daughter, Jenni-
fer (Ricardo) Tejeda; sons, Jer-
ry W. Hazlip, II & an adopted 
son in Houston, TX; sisters, 
Gladys (Will) Edwards & Lin-
da (Robert) Leday; step-sis-
ters, Patricia Charles & Sharon 
Charles; brothers, Rev. David 
(Annadele) Charles, Percy 
Chatman, Larry Charles, & 
Johnny West, Jr.; 3 grandchil-
dren & a host of aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

AlFreDA lou hArDy John

Graveside service for Alfreda 
Lou Hardy John, 65, was held 
on Monday, November 16, 
2020, at New Canaan Church 
Cemetery in Pearl River. Felton 
John & Rev. Travis Willis offi-
ciated. John E. Stephens Chap-

Mae Allen; wife, Ruth Willis; 
daughter, Diane Billie Hick-
man; son, Kimball N. Willis; 
sister, Sina Willis Jim; & broth-
ers, Wayne Willis, Chester Wil-
lis, Leon Willis, & Harrison 
Willis.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Dava (Allen) Meely, Dani-
ta D. Willis & Dorcas A. Willis; 
son, Dewey D. Billy; former 
foster children, Karry Amos, 
Lee Earl Amos & Terry Jim; 14                                                                          
grandchildren, 17 great-grand-
children, & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

Percy lee soloMon

Graves ide 
service for 
Percy Lee 
Solomon, 79, 
was held on 
T h u r s d a y , 
November 5, 
2020, at St. Catherine Catholic 
Cemetery in Conehatta. Father 
Bob Goodyear, S.T., officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Solomon passed away on 
October 28 at his residence.

He was a U.S. Army & Na-
tional Guard Veteran. He held 
several occupations & enjoyed 
playing baseball, being with his 
grandchildren, listening to mu-
sic, & watching western mov-
ies. He was a member of St. 
Catherine Catholic Church.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Murphy & 
Lela Hickman Solomon; wife, 
Idalene Solomon; sons, Clint 
Nolan Solomon & Pat Her-
rington Solomon; a sister, 
Catherine Solomon; & a broth-
er, Darryl Solomon, Sr.

 Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Shelly (Ronald Sr.) Jim; 
son, Davin Solomon; 3 grand-
children, 3 nieces, 2 nephews, 3 
great-nieces, 1 great-nephew, 5 
sisters-in-law, 1 brother-in-law, 
& a host of relatives & friends. 

Chapel Fu-
neral Services 
was in charge 
of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Thomas 
passed away 
on October 23 in Choctaw.

He was a mechanic & en-
joyed playing volleyball, soft-
ball & baseball.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, James Russell 
Thomas, Sr.; brothers, Ronnie 
Thomas & Benjamin Ben; & a 
nephew.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Shenowa Isaac, Nita J. 
Thomas & Sanisha Thomas; 
sons, Shunray Polk, Nathan J. 
Thomas & Nicholas J. Thom-
as; mother, Roberta Tubby; sis-
ters, Melissa Hughes, Michelle 
Jim, Terrell Thomas, Rosanna 
Thomas, Juanokia Thomas, 
& Florence Gomez; brothers, 
James Thomas, Jr., Stewart 
Thomas, Christopher Thomas, 
Darrell Thomas, & Maximil-
lian Gomez; 8 grandchildren & 
a host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

kirby nelson willis

Graves ide 
service for 
Kirby Nel-
son Willis, 
75, was held 
on Monday, 
November 9, 
2020, at Old Mt. Zion Cem-
etery in Red Water. Rev. Tim 
Tubby officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Mr. Willis passed away on 
October 25 at his residence.

He was employed with the 
Tribal Procurement Depart-
ment & was employed for over 
30 years with the Tribe. He en-
joyed being with his grandchil-
dren & watching wrestling on 
TV.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Ike Willis & Annie continued next page
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her parents, Woodrow & An-
nelle Willis; infant son, Eliseo 
Lopez-Cruz, Jr.; sister, Yolanda 
Sam; & brother, John Sam.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Cassandra Willis & Ma-
ria Lopez-Cruz; sons, Tommy 
Hawk Willis & Matthew Allen, 
Jr.; brothers, Stephen Jim, Vic-
tor Willis & Douglas Sam; 4 
grandchildren & a host of rela-
tives & friends.

MAry eMMA John

Graves ide 
service for 
Mary Emma 
John, 74, was 
held on Fri-
day, Novem-
ber 6, 2020, 
at Pearl River Bible Church 
Cemetery. Pastor Bill Boykins 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Ms. John passed away on No-
vember 1 at The Oaks Rehab & 
Nursing Home in Meridian.

She held various positions 
with the Tribe until her retire-
ment in 2017. She enjoyed be-
ing with family & friends, so-
cial dancing, fishing, beading, 
& teaching.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Ralston & Emma 
Chapman; husbands, Harrison 
Johnson, Sr. & Edward John; 
sisters, Annie Bell, Vivian 
Chapman & Marissa Vaughn; 
brother, Ralston Chapman, Jr; 
daughter, Arlene Tubby; son, 
Harrison Johnson, Jr.; 2 grand-
children; & 2 foster children.

Survivors include her sister, 
Nora Chapman; 10 grandchil-
dren; special companion, Darry 
Henry; & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces, great-neph-
ews, great-grandchildren, rela-
tives, & friends.

MArilyn Mitch tubby

Graveside service for Mari-
lyn Mitch Tubby, 57, was held 

on Saturday, 
N o v e m b e r 
21, 2020, at 
Old Canaan 
C e m e t e r y . 
Rev. Matthew 
Nansel offici-
ated. John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mrs. Tubby passed away on 
November 3 at her residence.

She enjoyed traveling, knit-
ting, studying the Bible, & car-
ing for her loved ones.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Gilmore & Loraine 
Mitch; sisters, Lena Mitch, 
Judy Gibson & Patricia Mitch 
Mizell; & brothers, Bobby 
Mitch, Ramsey Mitch & Benny 
Mitch, Sr.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Terry Tubby; daughter, 
Kristie Lynn Mitch; sons, Mer-
rell Mitch, Nicholas Carl Tub-
by & Zachariah Wade Tubby; 
sisters, Geraldine Mendez, Al-
lene Hickman, Mageline Truss, 
& Nannie Thibodeaux; brother, 
Bill Mitch; 3 grandchildren & 
a host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

terry steven bell

Graves ide 
service for 
Terry Steven 
Bell, 43, was 
held on Mon-
day, Novem-
ber 23, 2020, 
at Bogue Chitto Community 
Cemetery. Deacon Kendall 
Frazier & Rev. Charles Doby 
Henry officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Mr. Bell passed away on No-
vember 7 in Choctaw.

He was recently employed at 
Pearl River Resort, serving as 
Retail Supervisor. He enjoyed 
playing video games, telling 
jokes, shopping, cooking out-
doors, traveling, & caring for 
his cat. He attended Spirit of 

Life Christian Center.
He was preceded in death 

by his grandparents, Lynch & 
Nervie Bell, Stephen & Annie 
Willis; father, Jack Roger Bell; 
brother, Harlan Bell; an uncle 
& a nephew.

Survivors include his mother, 
Gail Willis Bell; sister, Cher-
okee Bell; brothers, Danario 
Bell & Daniel Bell; an aunt, 2 
uncles, & a host of relatives & 
friends.

steve wAyne tubby

Graves ide 
service for 
Steve Wayne 
Tubby, 63, 
was held on 
Friday, No-
vember 13, 
2020, at Hope Indian Baptist 
Cemetery in Pearl River. Dea-
con Williamson Isaac & Rev. 
Travis Willis officiated. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Tubby passed away on 
November 8 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

He was a U.S. Army Veteran 
& held several jobs through-
out his life. He started as an 
oil worker with Citgo Petro-
leum in Chicago, IL, & end-
ed with his retirement from 
Dancing Rabbit Golf Course in                                                               
Choctaw. He enjoyed play-
ing sports, writing, singing, & 
making jokes. He was a Chica-
go Cubs & Bears fan.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, W.C. Tubby & Au-
die Mae Steve; daughters, Do-
reen Downs & Linda R. Tubby; 
sisters, Betty Phillips, Roberta 
Parks & Diane Taylor; & ma-
ternal, paternal grandparents.

Survivors include his wife, 
Vanessa Briscoe Tubby; daugh-
ters, Rosie DeMarrias & Au-
drey Tubby; step-daughters, 
Vertina John-Harris & Dawnya 
John; sons, Munster Tubby & 

Mushula Phillip Tubby; step-
son, Jathan Briscoe, Sr.; sis-
ter, Rose Mary Zeman; broth-
ers, Rafael Dewayne Tubby, 
Darren Tubby & Kenny Tub-
by; numerous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

wAnDA gAil DAviDson

Graves ide 
service for 
Wanda Gail 
Davidson, 65, 
was held on 
Monday, No-
vember 16, 
2020, at Holy Rosary Catho-
lic Cemetery in Tucker. Father 
Bob Goodyear, S.T., officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Ms. Davidson passed away 
on November 12 at her resi-
dence.

She was employed with the 
Tribe for 41 years & was re-
cently Choctaw Housing & 
Loan Program director. She en-
joyed being with family, trav-
eling, listening to traditional 
songs, & attending religious 
ceremonies.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Willie & Katie 
Willis Thompson.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Ashley Davidson; son, Far-
rell Davidson; sisters, Shirley 
Benn, Delores Cox & Beth 
Henry; 1 grandson & a host of 
family & friends.

FAnnie lou hickMAn

Graves ide 
service for 
Fannie Lou 
Hickman, 62, 
was held on 
Sunday, No-
vember 22, 
2020, at Bogue Chitto Com-
munity Cemetery. Rev. Charles 
Doby Henry officiated. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral     
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ridian.
He enjoyed telling stories, 

singing, dancing, drumming at 
pow wows, & teaching his chil-
dren life lessons.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Franklin Farmer 
& Elizabeth Charlie; daugh-
ter, Shalita Farmer; son, Quin-
ton Farmer; & a brother, Gary 
Farmer.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Shaveda Farmer, Shara-
ina Farmer, Sharaven Farmer, 
& Shatina Farmer; sons, Rev. 
Randall Joe & Watee Farmer; 
sister, Ardeena Farmer; broth-
er, Gurdy Farmer, Sr.; 9 grand-
children & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

DonAlD DelMon willis

Graves ide 
service for 
Donald Delm-
on Willis, 66, 
was held on 
T h u r s d a y , 
December 3, 
2020, at Nanih Waiya Menno-
nite Cemetery. Rev. Sam Ful-
ton officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Willis passed away on 
November 19 at St. Dominic 
Hospital in Jackson.

He enjoyed fishing, hunting, 
playing his guitar, & singing 
gospel music.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Stephen & An-
nie Tubby Willis; wife, Mary 
Ann Willis; & brothers, Larry 
Willis, Linwood Willis, Jake 
Thomas, Paul Willis, Alan Wil-
lis, Sr., John Mingo, Jr., Ray-
mond Willis, & Lewis Willis.

Survivors include his sis-
ters, Gail Clemons & Lonnie      
Wallace; brothers, Barney Wil-
lis & Perry Willis; & a host of 
relatives & friends.

25, 2020, at 
Isaac Ceme-
tery in Pearl 
River. Pastor 
Thomas Ben 
& Kathlene 
Strangerman 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Lewis passed away on 
November 19 in Philadelphia.

He was a Mississippi Army 
National Guard Veteran. He 
also served with the Choctaw 
Fire Department, 911 Dispatch, 
& a security officer with Pearl 
River Resort & Pearl Riv-
er Elementary School where 
the children called him “Mr. 
Chad”. He was supportative of 
his children’s activities & en-
joyed Choctaw social dancing.

He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents, RJ & Nellie 
Zoe Willis, Prentiss & Lula 
Lewis; father, James Lewis, 
Sr.; 3 aunts, 4 uncles, 4 nieces, 
& a nephew.

Survivors include his wife, 
Rhonda Bell Lewis; daughter, 
Eve Lewis; sons, Ian Lewis & 
Kazden Henry; mother, Jan-
ice Lewis Shoemake; sisters, 
Crystal Roach & Latisha Lew-
is; brothers, James Lewis, Sr., 
Speedy Lewis & Adam Lewis; 
6 aunts, & a host of relatives & 
friends.

rAnDAll wAyne FArMer

G r a v e -
side service 
for Ran-
dall Wayne 
Farmer, 58, 
was held on 
Wednesday, 
November 25, 2020, at Cone-
hatta Community Cemetery. 
Pastor Mark Patrick officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Farmer passed away on 
November 19 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-

Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Ms. Hickman passed away 
on November 14 in Dallas, TX.

She enjoyed playing sports 
when she was younger, bead-
work, having Sunday dinners, 
binge watching TV shows, 
& watching Dallas Cowboys 
games.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Donald Ray 
Jones; parents, John Mullet 
Hickman & Christine Fra-
zier Hickman; sisters, Loure-
an Hickman Denson & Ruth 
Hickman; & brothers, William 
Hickman, Sr., Dale Hickman, 
Terry Lee Hickman, & Randy 
Hickman.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Dana Hickman, Christina 
George Guerra, Colina Hick-
man, & Cynthia Ann Jones; 
son, Eli J. Hickman; sister, An-
nie Pearl Hickman-Williams; 
brother, Willie Jay Hickman; 
foster siblings, Jessica Lynn 
Hickman, William Hickman, 
Jr. & Johnathan Lance Hick-
man; 7 grandchildren; & a host 
of nieces, nephews, relatives, 
& friends.

wArren lee coMby

Graves ide 
service for 
Warren Lee 
Comby, 51, 
was held on 
Saturday, No-
vember 21, 
2020, at John Memorial Meth-
odist Cemetery in Red Wa-
ter. Rev. Charles Doby Henry 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Comby passed away on 
November 16 at the University 
Medical Center in Jackson.

He was employed with Pearl 
River Resort until his resigna-
tion. He enjoyed being with 
family & friends, arts & crafts, 
cooking, baking cakes, playing 
volleyball, & going on trips.

He was preceded in death by 
his father, Junior Comby; & 
twin siblings, Tonya & Richard 
Comby.

Survivors include his moth-
er, Lonie Comby; sister, Lynn 
Dena Allen; brother, Jon Hut-
zle; 2 aunts, 5 nephews & a 
host of relatives & friends.

MArthA JAne billy

Funeral ser-
vice for Mar-
tha Jane Billy, 
61, was held 
on Wednes-
day, Novem-
ber 25, 2020, 
at Green Hill Funeral Home 
Chapel in Sapulpa, OK.

Martha was born in Phila-
delphia, MS, to parents John 
Billy & Lisette John. She 
lived in Dallas, TX before 
moving to Glenpool, OK. She 
passed on November 16, 2020.

Her career as a Respiratory 
Therapist, spanning over 30 
years, proved her dedication 
to helping others as she loved 
working with friends & col-
leagues that shared her passion.

Her favorite colors were pink 
& purple, loved her Oklaho-
ma Sooners & Dallas Cow-
boys football, & planting at 
her home during the summer. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, John Billy 
& Lisette John; sister, Sara 
Tsosie; & brother, Bobby Billy. 

She is survived by her 
daughters, Lindsley Harry & 
Robert Coffey & Samantha 
Harry Dexter Koonce; grand-
children, Schuyler Stephens 
& Riley Coffey; sisters, Diane 
Thomas, Betty Ross & Hel-
en Moore; brothers, Johnny 
Billy & Jimmy Billy; & nu-
merous nieces & nephews.

chAD lAuren lewis

Graveside service for Chad 
Lauren Lewis, 41, was held 
on Wednesday, November continued next page
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sAlly Ann FrAzier

Graves ide 
service for 
Sally Ann 
Frazier, 55, 
was held on 
Wednesday, 
December 2, 
2020, at Conehatta Community 
Cemetery. Rev. George Dixon 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mrs. Frazier passed away on 
November 26 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

She was a Baptist by faith. 
She was a housekeeper at Pearl 
River Resort until her retire-
ment. She enjoyed being with 
family & friends, playing cards 
& games on her tablet.

She was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Ingrid Johnson; 
son, DeAnthony Frazier; broth-
ers, Mark Jim & Billy Jim; 
stepchildren, Freeman Frazier, 
Jr. & Susie Mae Frazier; & a 
granddaughter.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Freeman Frazier, Sr.; 
daughter, Crystal Williamson; 
son, Rodney Frazier; moth-
er, Patsy Tubby Monk; father, 
Claude Jim, Sr.; sisters, San-
dra Jim, Laurie Monk, Shirley 
Jim, & Alesha Clair; brothers, 
Claude Jim, Jr., Thomas Jim, 
Sr. & Terry Jim; an aunt, 4 un-
cles, & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

hubert lee JeFFerson

Graves ide 
service for 
Hubert Lee 
J e f f e r s o n , 
68, was held 
on Sunday, 
D e c e m b e r 
6, 2020, at Isaac Cemetery in 
Pearl River. Deacon William-
son Isaac & Rev. Allen Her-
rington officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 

John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Ms. John passed away on 
November 23 at her residence.

She enjoyed being with fami-
ly, fishing & flea markets.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Munch & Emma 
Frazier Joe; sister, Nellie Joe; 
& brothers, Reed Joe, James 
Frazier & Eddie Joe.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Natasha John; sons, Ryan 
K. John & Ricky John; sisters, 
Addie Sue Joe, Betty Mae Joe 
& Joyce Ann Vaughn; brother, 
Joey Joe; 6 grandchildren, 3 
great-grandchildren, & a host 
of nieces, nephews, relatives,  
& friends.

tAMMy rAe Mingo

Graves ide 
service for 
Tammy Rae 
Mingo, 58, 
was held on 
Tuesday, De-
cember 1, 
2020, at Nanih Waiya Menno-
nite Cemetery. Pastor Thomas 
Ben officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Mingo passed away on 
November 24 in Carthage.

She enjoyed fishing, play-
ing dominoes, reading books, 
crossword puzzles, & being 
with family.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Davis & Ossie Joe 
Mingo; infant twin daughters; 
sisters, Geraldine Isaac, Joanne 
Chickaway, Judy Chickaway, 
& Gladys Frazier; & brothers, 
Wayne Mingo & Harry Mingo.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Carla Dixon, Sheila Mar-
tin & Odessa Martin; sons, 
Avery Mingo, Harry Martin & 
Glen Martin, Jr.; sisters, Dora 
Steve & Bessie Willis; brother, 
C.J. Mingo; 8 grandchildren & 
a host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends. 

susie JAne willis

Graves ide 
service for 
Susie Jane 
Willis, 81, 
was held on 
Friday, No-
vember 27, 
2020, at Hope Indian Baptist 
Cemetery in Pearl River. Dea-
con Williamson Isaac, Rev. 
Travis Willis & Pastor Mark 
Patrick officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Willis passed away on 
November 20 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

She was a homemaker & en-
joyed family gatherings.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Bill & Swee-
nie Smith Willis; husband, Ed-
mond Willis; daughter, Monica 
Willis Hall; sons, Curtis Mack 
Willis & Harold Brant Willis; 
sisters, Elsie Jim & Lucy Wil-
lis; & brothers, William Berk-
ley Willis, Claude Yates Willis 
& John Joseph Willis.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Lila Osceola; sons, Kevin 
Ray Willis, Sr., Tyler Willis, 
Ronnie Ray Willis, & Michael 
Ray Willis; special grandson 
she raised, Baxter Hall, III; 19 
grandchildren, 12 great-grand-
children, & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

chArles christoPher

wilson, Jr.

Graveside service for Charles 
Christopher Wilson, Jr., 30, was 
held on Friday, December 11, 
2020, at the I Sleep Cemetery 
in Bogue Chitto. Deacon Ran-
dy Jim & Rev. Charles Doby 
Henry officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Mr. Wilson passed away on 
November 20 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

He was preceded in death by 
his mother, Maureen Stoliby; & 
brothers, Isiah Wilson & Anto-
nio Wilson. 

Survivors include his father, 
Charles Wilson, Sr.; brothers, 
Willie Hernandez, Christopher 
Stoliby & Emery Fish; & a host 
of relatives & friends. 

robert christoPher tubby

Graves ide 
service for 
Robert Chris-
topher Tubby, 
66, was held 
on Friday, 
November 27, 
2020, at Phillips Cemetery in 
Pearl River. Rev. Daniel Tub-
by officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Tubby passed away on 
November 21 at his residence.

He enjoyed being with fam-
ily & friends, family gather-
ings, playing guitar, singing, 
& listening to music. He was a 
member of the Red Sand band 
& played stickball with Beaver 
Dam & several softball teams.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Hudson J. Tubby 
& Estelline Jimmie Tubby; & 
brothers, Hildreth Carl Tubby, 
Dorman Keith Tubby, Doyle 
Brannon Tubby, & Darryl Reed 
Tubby.

Survivors include his broth-
ers, Vernon Tubby & Mark 
Tubby; an aunt, Delores Balch; 
& numerous  nieces, nephews, 
relatives, & friends.

cAtherine Joe John

Graveside 
service for 
Catherine Joe 
John, 63, was 
held on Fri-
day, Novem-
ber 27, 2020, 
at Nanih Waiya Mennonite 
Cemetery. Bro. Randall Joe & 
Bro. John Frazier officiated. 
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stickball, & being an Indianap-
olis Colts fan.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Gus Comby & An-
nie Tubby; & sisters, Barbara 
Comby, Ramona Chickaway & 
Annie Pearl Minton.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Alecia Comby; sons, Mi-
chael Comby, Joseph Comby, 
Kyle Comby, & Andrew Com-
by; sisters, Roberta Comby 
& Diane Alexander; brothers, 
Larry Comby, Jonathan Stanley 
& Michael Goodman; special 
friend, Sue Kindred; 5 grand-
children, 2 great-grandchil-
dren, & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

vADA nickey

Graves ide 
service for 
Vada Nick-
ey, 78, was 
held on Sun-
day, Decem-
ber 13, 2020, 
at Bogue Homa Community 
Cemetery. Pastor Chris Hodge 
officiated.

Ms. Nickey passed away on 
December 7 at her residence in 
Flandreau, SD.

A native of Mississippi, she 
moved to South Dakota in 1979 
& worked as a dorm matron at 
Flandreau Indian School un-
til her retirement in 2006. She 
enjoyed beadwork, watching 
wrestling, going to the casinos 
& bingo, cooking, & spoiling 
her family.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, William C. Nickey 
& Josephine Anderson Nickey; 
son, Mark Stephens; & sisters, 
Emmaline Lewis & Rosie Joe. 

Survivors include her sons, 
Dion (Teresa) Stephens & 
Ted (Rogene) Stephens; sis-
ters, Kathleen Isaac, Ruby 
Thompson & May McGeisey; 
a brother, Nathaniel Nickey; 4 
grandchildren, 2 great-grand-
children, & a host of nieces & 
nephews.

on Monday, 
D e c e m b e r 
7, 2020, at 
Bogue Chitto 
C o m m u n i -
ty Cemetery. 
Bro. Alvin 
Williams & Rev. Charles Doby 
Henry officiated. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Dixon passed away on 
December 3 at Merit Health 
Central in Jackson.

She was employed at a poul-
try farm, Natural Resources 
then Pearl River Elementary 
School as a cook before devot-
ing her service to Jesus Christ. 
She enjoyed being with family, 
attending church, playing gui-
tar, singing hymns, beadwork, 
basket weaving, & cooking. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Nannie & Jim 
Cook Frazier; daughter, Addie 
J. McMillan; sisters, Nancy 
Joe, Bessie Morris, Christine 
Hickman, Maggie Billy, & Eva 
Beaver; brothers, Everette Fra-
zier & Henry Frazier; 2 grand-
daughters & a great-grandson.

Survivors include 4 grand-
children, 6 great-grandchil-
dren, 11 nieces, 6 nephews, & a 
host of relatives & friends.

rAnDAll george coMby

G r a v e -
side service 
for Randall 
George Com-
by, 66, was 
held on Fri-
day, Decem-
ber 11, 2020, at Hope Indian 
Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Pearl River. Rev. Mark Patrick 
officiated. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Comby passed away on 
December 5 in Osceola, AR.

He enjoyed being with fam-
ily & his cats, camping, listen-
ing to classic country music, 
dancing, watching Beaver Dam 

& Bears fan.
He was preceded in death 

by his parents, John & Betty 
Phillips; 3 aunts, 4 uncles, & 2 
nephews.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Trisha Renee Phillips; son, 
Anthony Myles Phillips; sis-
ters, Ellen Billy, Lori Phillips, 
Pamela Anderson, Tanya Phil-
lips, & Misty Simmons; broth-
er, Edward Phillips; 3 grand-
children, & a host of relatives 
& friends.

louisA Dixon bell

Graves ide 
service for 
Louisa Dixon 
Bell, 85, was 
held on Satur-
day, Decem-
ber 5, 2020, at 
Bell-Robinson Cemetery. Rev. 
Charles Doby Henry officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Ms. Bell passed away on No-
vember 30 at Neshoba General 
Hospital in Philadelphia.

She enjoyed sewing Choctaw 
attire, gardening, canning, fish-
ing, & cooking outdoors.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Jim & Bessie Fra-
zier Dixon; husband, Charlie 
Bell; daughters, Fannie Bell & 
Marcella Bell; son, Ernest Bell; 
sisters, Rosie Hickman & Pat-
sy Robinson; brothers, Lewis-
man Dixon & Cecil Dixon; & 
2 grandsons.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Gina Bell; sons, Odell 
Bell, Curtis Bell, Travis Bell, 
& Thurman Bell; sister, Win-
nie Isaac; 14 grandchildren, 28 
great-grandchildren, 4 great-
great grandchildren, & a host 
of nieces, nephews, relatives, 
& friends.

Murine FrAzier Dixon

Graveside service for Murine 
Frazier Dixon, 85, was held 

was in charge of arrangements.
Mr. Jefferson passed away on 

November 26 at Baptist Med-
ical Center Leake in Carthage.

He was employed with MBCI 
Recycling & was previously an 
ambulance driver & poultry 
worker. He enjoyed being with 
family & friends, watching 
sports & wrestling on TV.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Irvin Jefferson & 
Elizabeth Chickaway; sisters, 
Martha Davis, Emma Steve, 
Shirley Sam, Valerie Anderson, 
& Susie Bell-Sockey; & broth-
ers, Leroy Jefferson, Eddie Jef-
ferson & Mark Jefferson.

Survivors include his wife, 
Shirley Ann Jefferson; daugh-
ters, Delorna Jefferson, Alyssa 
Jefferson & Yolandra Hick-
man; son, Eric B. Jefferson; 
sisters, Melissa Solomon & 
Judy Isom; 13 grandchildren, 
8 great-grandchildren, & a host 
of nieces, nephews, relatives, 
& friends.

gregory Allen PhilliPs

Graves ide 
service for 
Gregory Al-
len Phillips, 
56, was held 
on Friday, 
December 4, 
2020, at Holy Rosary Catho-
lic Cemetery in Tucker. Father 
Bob Goodyear, S.T., officiated. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Phillips passed away on 
November 29 at University 
Medical Center in Jackson.

He worked with his father at 
Asteroid Grinding in Chicago, 
IL prior to moving to Missis-
sippi. He was employed in var-
ious positions, his most recent 
being Contract Administrator 
with the Office of Construc-
tion Management. He enjoyed 
the outdoors, fishing, cook-
ing, cheering for his family in 
sports, & being a Chicago Cubs 



Neshoba Central Lady Rockets’ softball seniors recently signed let-
ters of intent to further their collegiate softball careers at their re-
spective colleges in the fall of 2021.
LEFT, Jeyda Ben signed with the Meridian Community College Ea-
gles softball program. She is the daughter of Grant Ben & Debbie 
McMillan. Pictured are (seated from left) Grant Ben, Jeyda Ben, 
Debbie McMillan, & Boris Isaac; (standing from left) Assistant Prin-
cipal Brent Pouncey, Assistant Principal LaShon Horne, Coach Jon-
athan Walker, Coach Katlyn Duke, Coach Taylor Petty, Head Coach 
Zach Sanders, Prin-
cipal Jason Gentry, 
& Assistant Princi-
pal Dana McLain.
RIGHT, Elleigh 
Willis signed with the 
Holmes Communi-
ty College Bulldogs 
softball program. 
She is the daughter 
of Darian & Larisa 
Willis of the Pearl 
River Community.

Rotary Club Honors CCHS Seniors
C o n g r a t u -
lations to 
the follow-
ing Choctaw 
Central High 
School se-
niors as they 
were recog-
nized by the 
Philadelphia 
Rotary Club 
as Students of the Months during the first half of the 2020-2021 
school year. Pictured, from left to right, are Isley Mingo (Decem-
ber), Laliana Crosby (November), Melaney Thames (October), 
& Sierra Wallace (September).
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MAIS State Softball Champions
Congratulations to Tribal member Iris Farve (4th from left) & the 
Clinton Christian Academy Lady Warriors softball team as they 
claimed the Midsouth Association Independent Schools (MAIS) 2020 
Class AAA state championship in the Mississippi Fall Fast Pitch 
Softball State Tournament on Oct. 5. They defeated Marshall Acad-
emy 1-0 in the championship game & finished the season with an 
overall record of 16-4-2.

Lady Rocket Seniors Sign Letters of Intent
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PICTURED 
LEFT,
Shante Beaulieu 
(pictured right) 
signed with the East 
Central Community 
College Warriors 
softball program. 
She is pictured with 
her mother, Shanna 
Tubby.


