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Tribe 
Mourns 
Passing of 
Councilman 
Ben

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians remem-
bered the legacy of Choc-
taw Tribal Council member  
Harrison Ben, 81, during 
funeral services on Satur-
day, April 16, 2016, at the 
Standing Pine Community 
Gymnasium.

Bro. Shelly Peoples offi-
ciated the service and buri-
al was in the Standing Pine 
Community Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services of Philadelphia was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ben, a representative of 
the Standing Pine communi-
ty, passed away on Saturday, 
April 9 at Abrazo Central 
Campus Hospital in Phoe-
nix, Arizona.

Members of the Tribal 
Council observed a moment 
of silence during an April 12 
meeting as they offered their 
appreciation and praise for 
the longtime public servant, 
respected elder of the com-
munity and mentor.

“It has been my honor to 
know and work with Mr. 
Ben for more than three 
decades,” said Tribal Chief 
Phyliss J. Anderson during 
the meeting. “In those years 
I have known him to be a 
wise leader, passionate in 
his beliefs, unafraid to speak 
his mind, a compassionate 
and loyal public servant to 
the Choctaw people, a men-
tor, a voice of reason and, 
most importantly, a dear and 
respected friend.”

Ben was a veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force. After 20 
years of service, he retired 

as Master Staff Sergeant in 
August 1975 and returned 
home with his family to 
Standing Pine.

He received his Associ-
ates Degree in Liberal Arts 
from Clarke Junior College 
in Newton in 1955. He then 
earned his Bachelor’s De-
gree in business manage-
ment with a minor in eco-
nomics from the University 
of Tampa in Tampa, Fla. in 
1975 and a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Social Work from 
Mississippi State University 
in 1982.

From November 1975 
through August 1976, he 
was an assistant superinten-
dent at Chata Development. 
He was then employed as a 
juvenile officer for the Tribe. 
From 1980 until 1994, he 
served as director for the 
Tribe’s Department of Fami-
ly and Community Services.

In 1995, he was elected to 
the Tribal Council. During 
his tenure, he served as sec-
retary/treasurer from July 
1999 through July 2003 
and served twice as vice-
chief from 2005-2007 and 
2009-2011. Throughout his 
terms, he chaired the Trib-
al Council’s committees on 
Veteran’s Affairs, Culture, 
Insurance & Investment, 
Children & Youth, and Nat-
ural Resources.

.....................see BEN, pg. 3

Fair Entertainment, Extras Announced
It’s that time of year again 

for the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians to showcase 
their beautiful Choctaw cul-
tural traditions during the 67th 
Annual Choctaw Indian Fair 
July 13-16.

The fair will host chart-top-
ping and award-winning 
country music artists Sawyer 
Brown, Sara Evans and Trace 
Adkins at the Pearl River Am-
phitheater main stage, in addi-
tion to fan favorite the Scales, 
Tails and Teeth Gator Show 

featuring Andy Riffle and 
Ian Tyson, as seen on Animal 
Planet’s “Gator Boys,” and 
the Living Traditions Dance 
Troupe with World Champion 
Hoop Dancer Derrick Davis.

The entertainment schedule 
features the 62nd Choctaw 
Indian Princess Pageant on 
Wednesday, July 13 at 7:00 
p.m.

Sawyer Brown will hit the 
stage on Thursday, July 14, 
followed by Sara Evans on 
Friday, July 15 and Trace    

Adkins on Saturday, July 16. 
All concerts begin at 8:30 p.m.

The Scales, Tails & Teeth 
Gator Show is scheduled for 
Thursday-Saturday with three 
shows daily.

The Living Traditions 
Dance Troupe is scheduled 
for Thursday-Saturday, with a 
special performance on Thurs-
day, July 14 at 7:00 p.m. on the 
main stage.

Fair competition includes 

.......................see FAIR, pg. 3

Choctaw Central High School (CCHS) an-
nounced the top scholars for the Class of 2016. 
Once again, the valedictorian was also named 
the STAR Student. The salutatorian is a young 
woman who is both a scholar and an athlete.

This year’s Valedictorian and STAR Student 
honors go to Nicholas Raymark McMillian as 
Emilee Ann Thames was named Salutatorian. 

“It is always exciting to witness the extraordi-
nary accomplishments our Tribal students have 
made,” said Chief Phyliss J. Anderson. “Nicho-
las and Emilee and their peers demonstrate the 
type of exceptional academic excellence that is 
a long-standing tradition in the Choctaw Tribal 
Schools.”

Nicholas is the son of Lee and Sunni McMil-
lian of the Pearl River Community. Nicholas 
had an active high school career as he served as 
president of the pow wow committee, secretary 
of both his senior class and the Beta Club, and a 
member of the High School Green Team, Solar 
Car Team, and the ACT 20+ Club. He is also an 

Pictured from left are CCHS Valedictorian 
Nicholas R. McMillian & Salutatorian Emilee 
Thames. 

active member of the Chahta Alla Youth Coun-
cil and was named Philadelphia Rotary Club’s 
Student of the Month for November 2015.

Nicholas received many awards during his 
four years at Choctaw Central. This year alone 

CCHS Announces 2016 Top Scholars

.......................see CCHS HONORS, pg. 7
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Halito! Spring has sprung 
on the Choctaw Indian Reser-
vation with beautiful flowers, 
warming temperatures and, of 
course, our annual Choctaw 
Tribal Schools spring festi-
vals. With one more month to 
go before the end of the school 
year, students are eagerly 
awaiting summer break and 
seniors are excited about grad-
uation and college. We have 
had many wonderful activi-
ties take place in the past few 
weeks, and we look forward to 
more in the coming months.

I’m pleased to share renova-
tion projects that were includ-
ed in our FY2016 budget are 
nearing completion. I feel con-
fident that you will enjoy the 
much-needed improvements 
that are being made to our fa-
cilities.

We are continuing to finalize 
our plans for the 67th Annual 
Choctaw Indian Fair. We are 
excited to make some Fair an-
nouncements in this Choctaw 
Community News edition. I 
look forward to sharing more 
great news with you in the 
coming months.

PASSING OF
COUNCILMAN

HARRISON BEN

On Saturday, April 9, 2016, 
our Tribe mourned the loss of 

respected Tribal elder Harri-
son Ben, Tribal Council repre-
sentative of the Standing Pine 
community.

I have known Mr. Ben for 
many years, even before our 
service together on the Tribal 
Council. He was a great friend 
and a mentor to me, but what 
I most admired about him was 
his love and passion for his 
family and the people of his 
community.

He was a loving husband, 
father and grandfather who in-
stilled in his family the virtues 
of hard work, dedication and 
establishing a firm founda-
tion through education. Even 
before his six terms on the 
Council, he was already well-
known for lending a helping 
hand to his fellow community 
members. His faith was what 
guided him in the decisions he 
made.

He leaves behind an out-
standing legacy of public ser-
vice that we should all seek to 
follow. I continue to pray for 
peace and comfort for his fam-
ily.

CCHS ATHLETICS
UPDATE

Choctaw Central High 
School baseball and fast-pitch 
softball has concluded for the 
year, and I congratulate our 

players and coaches for a suc-
cessful season and urge them 
to keep up the good work. 
Both are young teams that 
will return year after year and 
build upon the skills they have 
learned.

Our golf teams recently 
competed in the regional tour-
nament. Lady Warrior golfer 
Breanna Layne Isaac placed 
second in the tournament, as 
well as Trent Hundley who 
placed second in his tourna-
ment. Both advanced to the 
state championships, which 
begin May 2.

Our track and field team 
has had a successful run and 
recently competed in the re-
gional tournament. The ath-
letes’ superior performance 
advanced them to state cham-
pionships in Pearl, MS on Sat-
urday, May 7.

In powerlifting, Cobi John 
placed sixth in his weight di-
vision at the state champion-
ships on Saturday, April 16.

The Choctaw Central Uni-
fied team and other individual 
winners competed in the Spe-
cial Olympics and 2016 Spring 
State Games Championship on 
April 2 and brought home sev-
eral wins! Traditional 3-on-3 
Basketball Tournament re-
ceived the Silver Medal (team 
members: Raven McMillan, 
DeMarco Thomas, Quentin 
Comby, Mia Alex and Richard 
John, Jr.) and Individual Team 
Skills competitors brought 
home several pieces of hard-
ware: Shawn Wishork - Gold 
Medal, Bryce Martin - Silver 
Medal, and Taylum Wishork 
- Bronze Medal. Again con-
gratulations to all our student 
athletes and coaches.

TRIBAL STUDENTS AT 
SCIENCE FAIR

Our students did a great job 
at the Region V Lower Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair at 
Mississippi State University 

on Thursday, April 7, 2016.
We had several participants 

place in the top ten and top 
five, and we could not be more 
proud of them! I encourage 
all of our young scholars to 
keep on learning and discover-
ing the wonders of the world 
around them.  

NAYO TOURNAMENT

We were proud to host the 
2016 NAYO basketball tour-
nament on March 23-26, 2016. 
There was a record turnout of 
75 teams, and we actually had 
to start the tournament a day 
early. As always, our Tribe was 
well-represented with several 
local community teams, and a 
good time was had by all par-
ticipants.

I thank the hard-working 
staff at Tribal Recreation for 
their efforts in making this a 
successful tournament. We 
hope to see everyone come 
back for the softball and base-
ball tournaments in the fall.

CCHS GRADUATION

It’s hard to believe that an-
other school year is about 
to end and that we celebrate 
graduation with the Class of 
2016. This year’s CCHS grad-
uation ceremony will be held 
on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Silver Star 
Convention Center.

Valedictorian and STAR 
student is Nicholas McMil-
lian, and salutatorian is Emilee 
Thames. I am proud of our se-
niors and am excited to partic-
ipate in this ceremony to share 
this wonderful milestone with 
them. I hope you will all join 
us and show your support to 
our graduates.

CHOCTAW TRIBAL 
SCHOOL

SPRING FESTIVALS

We are so proud of all our 
students, teachers, parents, 
school faculty and staff for 

their preparation and perfor-
mance at this year’s spring 
festivals. I know there is a 
lot of time and skill put into 
the making of dresses, shirts, 
beadwork and other clothing 
items.

Our children have worked 
hard to learn the steps of our 
dances and it is a joy to share 
these experiences with them.

Events like spring festival 
instill a strong sense of cultur-
al pride and life-long memo-
ries they share with their peers.

It is our unique Choctaw tra-
ditions that we celebrate and 
pass along to the next gener-
ation. I cannot think of a more 
beautiful display of our culture 
than seeing our young show-
case their talents. Congratula-
tions and great job!

RESORT PERFORMANCE 
AND REFINANCE

PACKAGE

Our resort continues to im-
prove performance as we 
continuously examine man-
agement practices and resort 
operations.

The gaming industry is very 
fast paced and changes happen 
every day. We have to adapt 
with the times to keep our cus-
tomers and bring in new ones. 
That’s why last year we made 
the renovations and upgrades 
at the Resort and it continues 
to pay off. 

Here are just a few numbers 
to prove our success.

• In the first 4 months of 
FY2016, we are earning $2.1 
Million above our projected 
budget.

• Our cash on hand contin-
ues to grow as we put aside 
money for our future. In just 5 
years we have grown our cash 
reserves by $45 Million!

• And the reactivation of the 
Golden Moon continues to 
show success with revenues 
up by $12 Million since open-
ing.

Pictured 
from left 
are CCHS 
athletes 
Breanna 
Isaac, Trent 
Hundley & 
Cobi John.

...........continued next page
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He and his wife, Mary Jane (Wickson) Ben, 
were married for 57 years until her death in 
2010. They had six children. He enjoyed be-
ing with his family, attending high school 
basketball games at Choctaw Central and Ne-
shoba Central, farming, raising cattle, fishing, 
and playing baseball with his sons.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Olen 
and Neva Ben; wife, Mary J. Ben; and sisters, 
Nannie Mae Ortiz, Annie Laura Alex and 
Mattie Lou Ben.

He is survived by his daughters, Gwen Ben 
of Austin, TX, Karen (and Todd) Adams of 
Madison & Marion (and Richard) Sockey 
of Standing Pine; sons, Timothy (and Don-
na) Ben of Philadelphia, Gary (and Helen) 
Ben of Standing Pine & Greg (and Dianna) 
Ben of Choctaw; a sister, Josephine Schoo-
nover of McAlister, OK; nine grandchildren; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives, and 
friends.

BEN .................................................................................... continued from page one

FAIR ................................. continued from page one

Gospel Night on Tuesday, July 12. The winning act will per-
form prior to either the Sawyer Brown or Sara Evans con-
cert.

The Iron Warrior competition (men’s & women’s division) 
will be held Thursday, July 14-Saturday, July 16. Registra-
tion is open at www.choctawindianfair.com/competitions.

The 5th Annual REZ RUN will be held on Saturday, July 
16 beginning at 7:00 a.m. at Warrior Stadium. Registration 
is open at www.racesonline.com

Choctaw Social Dancing and cultural displays will also be 
showcased at the stage nightly before musical performanc-
es. Immediately following the show, World Series Stickball 
games will be played at Warrior Stadium with the World Se-
ries Stickball Championship Game capping off the last night 
of the fair on Saturday, July 16 at 10:15 p.m. 

To learn more about the 67th Annual Choctaw Indian Fair, 
visit www.choctawindianfair.com, like us on Facebook at 
Choctaw Indian Fair or call the fair hotline at 601-650-7450.

• Our Choctaw workforce at 
the Resort is strong with 48% 
of all Resort Associates en-
rolled MBCI tribal members. 

And most recently, we have 
secured and gained approval 
by the Choctaw Tribal Coun-
cil for a refinance package that 
consolidates all our outstand-
ing debt at a rate of approxi-
mately 2%! This results in a 
tremendous savings of interest 
expenses.

This is good money manage-
ment and proven confidence 
by investors in our leadership.

CHOCTAW TRIBAL 
COUNCIL MEETINGS

On April 12, a regular call 
Tribal Council was held to 
consider 26 items on the agen-
da based on draft resolutions 
considered and forwarded to 
the full Council during the 
Pre-Council meeting held on 
April 8. However, at the April 
12 meeting, a majority of the 
Council voted to include on 
the agenda two additional 
items: one, amendments to the 
Administrative Personnel Pol-
icies and Procedures (the “HR 
Policy”), and, two, amend-
ments to the Tribal Council 
Expense Policy (the “Expense 
Policy”).

I objected to the inclusion 
of these two additional items 
based on the following le-
gal and procedural grounds, 
and I expressed my hope for 
the Council to delay a vote 
on these two additional items 
until these concerns were ad-
equately addressed through 
further discussion and cooper-
ation since the two items were 
not necessary to address any 
emergency situation.

First, there are certain 
amendments to the HR Pol-
icy that unlawfully transfer 
management authority and re-
sponsibility over certain Exec-
utive Branch employees from 
the Tribal Chief to the Tribal 
Council, and this is not permit-
ted under our Constitution and 
Bylaws.

While I respect the consti-
tutional authority of the Trib-
al Council to establish pro-
cedures for the conduct of all 
tribal government and business 
operations, the exercise of that 
authority must not infringe on 
the express and inherent au-

thority of the Tribal Chief, as 
the principal executive officer 
of the Tribe, to manage, direct, 
and administer the operations 
of the tribal programs and ser-
vices.

Second, my objection to the 
Expense Policy is based on the 
fact the proposal was never 
approved by the proper com-
mittee to be submitted to the 
full Council.

The Tribal Council should 
abide by its own committee 
systems rules and procedure, 
as well as historical practice, 
to require that (non-emergen-
cy) proposed enactments be 
considered and approved by 
the appropriate committee of 
the Council before being sub-
mitted to the Tribal Council.

Despite my objections, a 
majority of the Tribal Council 
voted to approve the HR Poli-
cy and the Expense Policy.

I am disappointed in the 
members of the Tribal Council 
that supported these two res-
olutions. As elected officials, 
we all took an oath to uphold 
and protect the Constitution 
and to abide by the laws of our 
Tribe. That’s what I have done 
and will continue to do in or-
der to protect the future of our 
Tribe. 

Since 1975, our reservation 
has grown and prospered as 
the result of a stable Tribal 
government built on the strong 
foundation of a Tribal Chief 
who is elected by the people of 
all Tribal communities to serve 
as the principal executive offi-
cer and head of the Executive 
Branch of the Tribal govern-
ment.  I am also concerned the 
inability of the Tribal Council 
to work cooperatively with the 
Tribal Chief sends a message 
of instability to reservation 
customers, outside investors 
and the many tribal members 
both on and off the reservation 
who depend on us.

I am not giving up. I am 
thoroughly reviewing these 
new policies that were adopt-
ed, and I am looking at how 
to move forward and serve 
the best interests of our Tribe 
while faithfully and honestly 
executing the duties of my of-
fice, which include protecting 
our Tribal Constitution.

CHOCTAW INDIAN FAIR 
UPDATE

I am excited to announce the 
nightly entertainment sched-
ule for the Choctaw Indian 
Fair. As usual, the Choctaw 
Indian Princess Pageant will 
be held on the opening night, 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016, at 
7:00 p.m. Nightly entertain-
ment Thursday through Satur-
day nights will begin at 8:30 
p.m.

On Thursday, July 14th, we 
welcome Sawyer Brown to the 
stage, followed by Sara Evans 
on Friday, July 15th and Trace 
Adkins on Saturday, July 16th.

We are also excited to bring 
back crowd favorites such as 
the Scales, Tails and Teeth Ga-
tor Show, Living Traditions 
Dance Troupe and competi-
tions such as Iron Warrior and 
REZRUN.

As our tagline says, there’s 
something for everyone at the 
Choctaw Indian Fair!

CLOSING
I hope that you are spend-

ing time with family during 
these spring sports games and 
community gatherings. These 
events are opportunities for 
you to have fun and make 
memories, and it is vital in 
this fast-paced world to slow 
things down and have an en-
joyable time with loved ones. I 
appreciate your hard work and 
commitment to a better future 
for our Tribe. I remain dedicat-
ed to my pledge of building a 
high quality of life for our peo-
ple. Thank you for your sup-
port and your prayers.

Many Blessings,

Phyliss J. Anderson,
Tribal Chief
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Kidney Talk
Submitted by Dr. Otis Gowdy, Jr. 

(Nephrologist, Internal
Medicine Clinic, Meridian, &

CHC Primary Care Clinic)

Kidney disease is often re-
ferred to as the “silent” dis-
ease. Early kidney disease has 
no symptoms. You can’t feel 
that you have it, so it’s import-
ant to know if you are at risk 
so you can get tested.

The two main causes of 
kidney disease in Mississippi 
are Hypertension (high blood 
pressure) and Diabetes (sug-
ar). Kidney disease also runs 
in families.

The Risk Factors
• Do you have diabetes?
• Do you have high blood 

pressure?
• Do you have a family his-

tory of kidney disease?
• Do you have heart disease?
• Do you have a relative 

(mother, father, sister, or 
brother) who has diabetes or 
high blood pressure?

• Are you Native American, 
African American, Hispanic, 
or Asian?

If you have any of these risk 

SDPI hosts 
Spring Into 
Fitness event

The Special Diabetes Pre-
vention Initiatives (SDPI) 
sponsored the annual Diabetes 
Awareness Spring Into Fitness 
2 Mile Walk/Run on Saturday, 
April 2.

Participants started and fin-
ished at the Geyser Falls Wa-
ter Theme Park parking lot 
and walked/ran the two-mile 
course on Blackjack Road in 
the Pearl River community.

The annual event promotes 
diabetes awareness across 
the Choctaw Reservation as      

take.
• Do not smoke.
• Talk to a dietitian or ask 

your doctor about a “kidney 
friendly” diet.

With early detection and 
treatment, the progression 
of kidney disease can be de-
layed or even prevented. GET 
TESTED!

factors, I en-
courage you 
to talk with 
your doctor 
about being 
tested for 
kidney dis-
ease. Blood 

and urine tests are the only 
way to know. Talk to your 
doctor if you notice swelling 
in your legs, hands or feet as 
that could mean you may be 
having problems with your 
kidneys.

Kidney disease can be 
treated if caught in the early 
stages. Don’t wait for symp-
toms if you are at risk... GET      
TESTED!

Ways to Prevent or Slow 
the Progression of Kidney     

Disease
• Have regular checkups 

with your doctor.
• Take medicines as pre-

scribed.
• Keep your blood pressure 

at a healthy level of less than 
120/80.

• Control your blood sugar.
• Eat a healthy diet.
• Exercise regularly.
• Maintain your ideal weight.
• Limit your daily salt in- ...........continued next page
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participants are urged to be-
come educated on diabetes 
prevention and management 
and hopefully overcome the 
devastating effects of diabetes.

Overall winners were (male) 
Alonzo Henry with his time 
of 13:04 and (female) Allison 
Meely with her time of 16:45.

First and second place fin-
ishers in each age category are 
listed & pictured above.

(Ages 7-Under) Male - 
1st, Koi Denson; 2nd, Shad 
Thompson; Female - 1st, Iyley 

Denson; 2nd, Lailah Henry.
(Ages 8-10) Male - 1st, 

Kaden Bell; 2nd, Rocky Steve; 
Female - 1st, Briley Willis; 
2nd, Jaden Wesley.

(Ages 11-14) Male - 1st, Lo-
gan Comby; 2nd, Jareth Isaac; 
Female - 1st, Taysia Kewis; 
2nd, Sherale Lewis.

(Ages 15-18) Male - 1st, 
Alex Bell; Female - 1st, Au-
tumn Lewis.

(Ages 19-24) Male - 1st, 
Ralando Bowden; 2nd, Josh 
Farmer; Female - 1st, Deshay-
na Hickman; 2nd, Deandrea 
Williams.

(Ages 25-34) Male - 1st, 
Beasley Willis, Jr.; 2nd, Jermi-
ka John; Female - 1st, Lacey 
Tharp; 2nd, Cheriena Ben.

(Ages 35-44) Male - 1st, 

Rian Willis; 2nd, Jay Wesley; 
Female - 1st, Renita Willis; 
2nd, Valerie Sam.

(Ages 45-54) Male - 1st, 
Gaylon Williams; 2nd, Tony 
York, Jr.; Female - 1st, Deb-
orah Henry; 2nd, Peggy Wil-
liams.

(Ages 55-Above) Male - 1st, 
Aldolph Vivians; 2nd, Dan 
Mittan; Female - 1st, Carleen 
Gilmore; 2nd, Cheryl Denson.

SDPI was established in 
2004 to serve adult Tribal 
members who are at-risk of 
developing diabetes. The pro-
gram objective is to recruit pa-
tients and test them for a con-
dition called Pre-Diabetes in 
an effort to prevent the onset 
of diabetes.

They provide 16 weeks of 

intensive activities for patients 
with Pre-Diabetes and upon 
completion, the staff provides 
a monthly follow-up with the 

patient. After-care classes are 
provided for patients to attend 
each month.

Dental Program Offering
Mouth Guards

The Choctaw Health Cen-
ter Dental Department in 
Choctaw announces the fol-
lowing dates and locations 
(listed below) for Tribal 
member athletes to receive 
custom-made mouth guards.

Bogue Chitto Dental
Thursdays (April 28, June 

2 & June 30) beginning at 
8:00 a.m.

CHC Dental
Fridays (May 27, June 10 

& July 1) beginning at 8:00 
a.m.

Conehatta Dental
Thursdays (May 26, June 

9 & June 28) beginning at 
8:00 a.m.

Red Water Dental
Wednesdays (May 25 & 

June 29) beginning at 8:00 
a.m.

Anyone registering on 
these days should arrive at 
8:00 a.m. and no later. We 
will not accept late sign-
ins as custom-made mouth 
guards are done and deliv-
ered in a timely manner.

Remember, accidents hap-
pen during practice, some-
times more often than during 
a game. Mouth guards 
should be worn at all times 
during any contact sport. 
This is important to pre-
vent serious injuries to the 
mouth, chipped or fractured 

teeth, and/or nerve damage, 
and tooth loss.

The CHC Dental Depart-
ment would like to remind 
athletes the following in-
formation regarding mouth 
guards.

Why a custom mouth 
guard? The fit and thick-
ness protects your teeth bet-
ter than boil and bite.

Do not share your mouth 
guard! It is made for you 
and you only. It will not fit 
anyone else.

Wear your mouth guard 
for practice and games. 
You need to wear your 
mouth guard for practice 
to get used to breathing 
and talking with it in your 
mouth.

Keep it clean. Rinse your 
mouth guard after each use, 
just like your toothbrush.

Do not lose your mouth 
guard! Keep your mouth 
guard with your stickball 
sticks. Use one, use the    
other. 
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Title I Parent Advisory 
Board (PAB) members & 
guests met on April 12 at the 
Ayipa Café. They enjoyed a 
delicious working lunch pre-
pared by the Culinary Arts 
students & staff at the Occu-
pational Training Center in 
Choctaw.

Roseanna Thompson, left, was named    
Outstanding Choctaw Educator for April 
as she receives her award from PAB Co-
Chair Crystal Roach.

PAB Honors Thompson
Crystal Roach, PAB Co-

Chair, recognized Roseanna 
Thompson as the Outstand-
ing Choctaw Educator for the 
month of April. Thompson is 
a strong advocate of her Choc-
taw culture & language.

She attended Conehatta 
Elementary School and is a 

graduate of Choc-
taw Central High 
School, Mississip-
pi State Universi-
ty and Penn State 
University where 
she  obtained a 
Masters degree in 
Educational Ad-
ministration in 
1984.

During her 30-
year tenure with 
the Tribe, she 
served as a teach-
er, elementary 
principal, Director 
of Language Ini-

tiatives, Supreme Court judge, 
Director of Tribal Language 
Program, Professional Devel-
opment Director, Director of 
Education, and Choctaw Lan-
guage & Cultural Integration 
Coordinator for the Depart-
ment of Schools (DOS).

She is responsible for the 
creation of Choctaw Language 
classes & the first Choctaw 
Immersion Pilot Program for 
Head Start through grants 
she administered. Thompson 
strives to remain humble in all 
she does.

“I have ideas & visions, but 
I credit the Tribal Language 
staff & the DOS staff I have 
working with me in being able 
to help the Tribe accomplish 
these projects. I owe them 
much gratitude. My vision 
is to one day hear the sweet 
sound of the Choctaw lan-
guage being spoken fluently 
by all Choctaw children,” said 
Thompson.

Roseanna is the wife of Bil-
ly Thompson.

ous senior leadership positions 
with Caesar’s Entertainment 
in Mississippi and Louisi-
ana, including New Orleans, 
Vicksburg, Shreveport/Bossi-
er, Tunica, and Biloxi.

He previously served as 
Vice President of Marketing at 
Grand Biloxi Hotel & Casino, 
where he was responsible for 
all facets of marketing includ-
ing Casino Marketing, Data-
base Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotions and Events, and 
Sales. Under his leadership, 
revenue was significantly in-
creased by the design, imple-
mentation and adjustment of 
the overall marketing strategy 
and property positioning.

Perkins also served as Re-
gional Vice President of Da-
tabase Marketing at Harrah’s, 
where he led the marketing 
team in implementing market-
ing strategies that increased 
revenue and profitability for 
the company in both the Tu-
nica and Gulf Coast regions. 
Previous leadership roles held 
include Director of Database 
Marketing, Database Market-
ing Manager, and Database 

(CHOCTAW, Miss.) – The 
Choctaw Resort Development 

En t e rp r i s e 
(CRDE), a 
business en-
terprise of 
the Missis-
sippi Band 
of Choctaw 
Indians, has 
announced 
the promo-

tion of Matthew Perkins to 
Executive Vice President of 
Operations and Marketing.

He has 16 years of experi-
ence and a wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise in the gam-
ing industry.

Since joining Pearl River 
Resort as Vice President of 
Marketing in 2013, Perkins 
has seamlessly led all aspects 
of advertising, public rela-
tions, database marketing, pro-
motions, entertainment, cre-
ative services and sales efforts 

Resort Promotes Key Marketing Leader
for all properties in the CRDE 
portfolio, including Silver Star 
Hotel & Casino, Golden Moon 
Hotel & Casino, Bok Homa 
Casino, Dancing Rabbit Golf 
Club, and Geyser Falls Water 
Theme Park.

“We are excited to have Mat-
thew transition into the role of 
Executive Vice President of 
Operations and Marketing,” 
stated Sonny Johnson, Interim 
President and CEO for Pearl 
River Resort.

“During his tenure, he has 
made significant contributions 
in rebranding the Resort and 
reaching thousands of new 
guests in various markets. He 
has the type of credentials, 
high level of expertise, and 
strong leadership skills that 
will help ensure continued 
growth for Pearl River Re-
sort.”

Prior to joining Pearl River 
Resort, Perkins has held vari-

Matthew Perkins

Marketing Analyst.
After serving in the U.S. 

Navy, Perkins’ gaming career 
began with Harrah’s/Caesar’s 
Entertainment, Inc. as General 
Manager Associate.

Perkins holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Hospitality Man-
agement from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. He 
was also the recipient of the 
Harrah’s Entertainment Chair-
man’s Award, the highest hon-

or that can be achieved by its 
employees.

In his new role of Executive 
Vice President of Operations 
and Marketing for Pearl River 
Resort, Perkins will continue 
to lead all aspects of Market-
ing and will take on addition-
al responsibilities in leading 
resort operations, including 
overseeing the day-to-day ac-
tivities of all non-gaming as-
pects of the Resort.
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ABOVE, CCHS had 10 student athletes on the CCHS Unified 
basketball team. They went undefeated & won the 5-on-5 uni-
fied gold medal. Team members included Dorian Ben, Keyshana 
Beamon, Danta Cotton, Marina Davis, Darrel Mingo, Terrance 
Thomas, Gunnar Tubby, Allen Sockey, Nick Williams, Keyshawn 
Willis, Kaitlyn Wilson, 
& Trevor York.
RIGHT, The following 
CCHS students receiving 
medals in Target Pass, 
Spot Shot & 10-Meter 
Dribble skills included: 
Shawn Wishork, gold; 
Bryce Martin, silver; & 
Taylum Wishork, bronze.

CCMS students competed in the 3-on-3 traditional basketball 
tournament & were awarded silver medals for their efforts. Team 
members included Mia Alex, Quentin Comby, Richard John, Jr., 
Raven McMillan, & DeMarco Thomas.

Choctaw Central students 
Danta Cotton, left, & Nick 
Williams carried the Olympic 
Torch as part of the Opening 
Ceremonies. 

SPES Jr. Betas Attend Convention
The Standing Pine Elementary School Jr. Beta Club attended 
the State Jr. Beta Convention in Biloxi on March 20-22. Several 
Beta Club members took part in competitions & placed in their 
respective categories. Nataysia Willis placed 3rd (Color Pho-
tography), Jaeden Wesley placed 2nd (Handmade Jewelry) & 
1st (Watercolor Painting) & Connor Billy placed 1st (Recycla-
ble Art). Other club members in attendance were Chloe Wesley, 
Tayen Jim, Taition 
Stokes, TaSheena 
John, DeShaylee 
Tubby, Aiden 
Alex, Cameron 
Reed, Fichik Wil-
lis, Jabari Green, 
Anya Anderson, 
& Bishop Reed. 
Beta sponsors are 
Dawn Harrell & 
Amie Pike.

RWES Students Enjoy Field Day
Red Water Elementary School students who met their reading 
goal participated in the March Madness Field Day. Way to go 
students!

Twenty students from Choc-
taw Central Middle and High 
School represented Region 
18 in the 2016 Spring State 
Games for Special Olympics 
Mississippi on Saturday, April 
2.

The games were held at the 
Mississippi Basketball and 
Athletics Center in Jackson as 
students participated in indi-
vidual basketball skills, 3-on-

3 traditional team and 5-on-5 
unified competitions. 

Special Olympics Unified 
Sports is a fast-growing ini-
tiative that brings people with 
and without intellectual dis-
abilities together on the same 
team to compete. The 2015-16 
school year is the first year that 
the Unified approach to Spe-
cial Olympics was introduced 
at Choctaw Tribal Schools.

Case Manager Gloria Echols 
was instrumental in connect-
ing with Mississippi Special 
Olympics to ensure the project 
occurred at CCHS. Amanda 
Reed, CCHS physical educa-
tion teacher, was responsible 
for preparing students for the 
event.

All students showed great 
compassion and sportsman-
ship while participating in the 
day’s events. Their demeanor 
was a glowing example of the 
true spirit of a Choctaw Cen-
tral Warrior and Lady Warrior. 
We are all proud of their ac-
complishments and congratu-
late them on a successful sea-
son.

For more information, con-
tact District Special Education 
Coordinator Sherry Tubby at 
601-663-7643.

Students Participate in Special Olympics

he earned awards in AP English IV, Spanish 
II and Forensics. Academics and clubs aside, 
Nicholas was a four-year member of the 
CCHS boys soccer team. The team made it 
to post-season play for the first time in school 
history this year.

This fall, Nicholas will attend Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, New Hampshire. In 
recognition of his academic achievements, 
Nicholas has received a General Dartmouth 
Scholarship and the ACT Tuition/Room 
Board Scholarship. 

Nicholas also serves as this year’s STAR 
Student and named student favorite Jamie 
Franklin as STAR Teacher. This is Franklin’s 
second consecutive year being named STAR 
Teacher. 

Emilee, the daughter of Anthony and Sha-

ron Thames of the Pearl River Community, 
is a member of the Beta and ACT 20+ Clubs. 
She was also named Student of the Month for 
September by the Philadelphia Rotary Club. 
Emilee received the Calculus, U.S. Govern-
ment and Spanish I Awards during her senior 
year at CCHS.

This fall, Emilee will stay close to home 
and attend the University of Mississippi in 
Oxford. 

“I am grateful for the opportunity to serve 
the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians as 
high school principal,” said CCHS Principal 
Fred Hickmon. “As shown through the ac-
complishments of these young people, col-
lege and career readiness is being achieved at 
high levels by our students.”

CCHS HONORS ............................................................... continued from page one
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By Jim McAdory, MSU
Extension Service Agent for 

MBCI

A few years ago, the Missis-
sippi Department of Agricul-
ture and Commerce (MDAC) 
did a story titled “Agriculture 
Renaissance for the Choctaw 
Tribe.” The story discussed 
the rebirth of agriculture with-
in the Choctaw Tribe and how 
it has become a valid part of 
the tribe’s economic portfolio 
and an educational tool for 
young people. Two years later, 
this is still true.

Choctaw Central High 
School (CCHS) recently im-
plemented a hoop house, or 
high tunnel, to enhance stu-
dent’s educational experience. 
When students learn material 
in Botany, Earth Science, Bi-
ology, etc., they can actually 

Hoop, CAPPS & Growing the Tribe’s Legacy
see, touch, smell, and even 
taste what they’re learning 
about and apply it to real life 
situations.

The tunnel got its start from 
a grant from MDAC, but part-
nerships quickly formed for 
the students’ benefit. Partners, 
which include the Tribal Nat-
ural Resources, Recycling, 
Court Services Green Re-En-
try, Occupational Training 
Center, and Mississippi State 
University (MSU) Extension, 
spent many hours getting the 
outdoor classroom ready for 
instruction. Classes are being 
conducted now in the newest 
educational addition, and sure-
ly for many years to come.

The hoop house is current-
ly utilized to grow tomatoes, 
squash, cucumbers, herbs, 
lettuce, and onions. Students 
have watched these plants 

CAPPS members & chaperones visited the MSU campus in Starkville.

start as seeds and nurtured 
them to the blooming stage as 
they learned firsthand what it 
takes to grow their own food. 
They’ve also learned about in-
sects, both good and bad, and 
how to treat plants when they 
get sick.

Agriculture and nature is 
recognized as the root of Trib-
al culture through culturally 
recognized foods, items made 
from trees and animals, as 
well as given birth to the old-
est sport in America, Choctaw 
Stickball.

Natural resource manage-
ment and agriculture continue 
to grow at CCHS with these 
students and future tribal pro-
fessionals. Training agricul-
ture professionals outside the 
classroom has become priority 
as CCHS partnered once again 
with MSU Extension to create 
a positive youth development 
program to introduce prospec-
tive college students to agri-
culture and natural resource 
career options and educational 
paths to these careers.

The new program, Choctaw 
Agriculture Professional Pro-
gram for Students (CAPPS), 
was implemented in 2016                                     
to introduce students to ag-

riculture professionals face 
to face with opportunities for 
students to see firsthand what 
these professionals do.

To date, students have been 
introduced to careers with not 
only the Extension Service, 
but U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Missis-
sippi Agriculture and Forestry 
Experiment Station, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and Mis-
sissippi Department of Agri-
culture.

CAPPS students recently 
toured the MSU campus and 
met with several current stu-
dents and administration mem-
bers. A component of CAPPS 

Pictured above is the hoop house, or high tunnel, located on the 
campus of CCHS where students are growing tomatoes, squash, 
cucumbers, herbs, 
lettuce, & onions. 
Pictured right is 
Jim McAdory, MSU 
Extension Service 
Agent for MBCI, as 
he explains to stu-
dents the importance 
of agriculture in to-
day’s economy & ed-
ucation.

is to write essays about ag-
riculture professionals they 
have met and give oral pre-
sentations about what they’ve 
learned in this new program. 
All students presented and 
represented CCHS well.

My (MSU) Bulldog hat 
is off to the efforts taken by 
CCHS to educate these stu-
dents. What’s going on for 
these Choctaw youth will en-
sure the Tribe continues to 
write the long agriculture and 
natural resource management 
story in Mississippi history 
and leave an even greater lega-
cy than what has already been 
established.

CAPPS members & advisors pose in front of a tractor (above) & 
in from the high tunnel on the CCHS campus (below).
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The Cultural Affairs Pro-
gram (CAP) presented excit-
ing cultural activities during 
the month of March!

Our first workshop, round 
comb decoration, was held in 
Bogue Chitto on March 7 at 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma members displaying their beauti-
ful baskets include, front row from left, Kanda Jackson, Joshua 
Jacob, Jennavie Tom, Jared Tom, Brad Joe, Debbie Damson; 
back row, Regina Green, Kay Jackson & Shelly Garner. 

Several Bogue Chitto community members participated in the 
round comb decorating activity on March 7.

the facility building. Partic-
ipants were delighted to re-
ceive their combs & decorate 
it. CAP staff members Trudy 
Jimmie, Lorena Alex & May 
McGeisey provided instruc-
tions

From left, Tucker participants wear their completed beaded dai-
sy chain necklace... Red Water participant Kerri Wilson holds the 
stickball towa she completed... Conehatta participant Tazzden 

Several tribal members from 
the Choctaw Nation of Okla-
homa attended a workshop on 
weaving river cane baskets at 
the Pearl River dance ground 
March 14-17.

CAP provided the best 
weavers available - Louise 
Wallace, Eleanor Chickaway, 
Sophia Anderson, Tonya Stoli-
by, Susanna Shoemake, Ros-
ie Joe, Catiea Anderson (sub 
for Nina Anderson), Norma 
Hall, & Theresa Shoemake - 
to teach them the craft. They 
gave individualized & step-
by-step instructions to the par-
ticipants.

After four days, participants 
learned to weave various types 
of baskets, trays, pencil hold-
ers, cones, egg baskets, & wall 
decor.

Amanda Malloy of the Uni-
versity of Mississippi (Ole 
Miss) & Jennifer Jamieson of 
the Mississippi Arts Commis-
sion interviewed participants 
& instructors for a future pub-
lication of the event.

The CAP staff received great 
responses from the Choctaw 
Nation participants as they re-
quested a repeat of the classes.

On March 15, several stu-
dents from Ole Miss conduct-
ed a project at the activity area 
at the CAP office. They con-
ducted interviews for a future 
magazine article on Choctaw 
Expressions.

Activities highlighted in-
cluded traditional cooking led 
by Phyllis McMillan, bead 
work by Trudy Jimmie, stick-
ball by Casey Bigpond, Choc-
taw clothing by Dora Nickey, 
rabbit sticks by Stacey Billy, 
& baskets by Anita Anderson. 

The CAP hosted beading & 
making stickball towa work-
shops for Boys & Girls Club 
members in Bogue Chitto, 
Conehatta, Red Water, & 
Tucker during the Choctaw 
Tribal Schools’ Spring Break 
March 21-24.

The workshops were fund-
ed through the 2016 Choctaw 
Community Fund. Partici-
pants had the option to learn 
how to bead daisy chain neck-
laces, bracelets & one-strand 
necklaces or how to make a 
stickball towa.

Beading instructors were 
Shayna McMillan, May Mc-
Geisey & Trudy Jimmie. Ca-
sey Bigpond & Jamieson Wil-
liams were instructors for the 
stickball towa making session.

The CAP staff appreciates 
the Choctaw Community Fund 
and contributors for making 
cultural activities possible as it 
enables the staff to reach out to 
Choctaw youth & offer them 
worthwhile projects. The chil-
dren & staff said they abso-
lutely enjoyed the workshops.

On March 26, Casey Big-
pond, along with Garland Bell, 
Jr., conducted a drum making 
workshop in Red Water. The 
workshop was made possible 
through a donation from the 
MBCI.

All CAP workshops are for 
tribal members & their de-
scendants. The staff encourag-
es and welcomes every Trib-
al member to attend cultural 
training classes to help contin-
ue Choctaw culture. 

Thomas shows off his key ring with beaded daisy chain... Bogue 
Chitto participant Cordero Bobo looks on as his sister, Onyx, 
finishes her first one-strand necklace & starts on another one.
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CONEHATTA UNIT

Members of the Conehatta 
Unit participated in field trips 
& events during February & 
March.

On Feb. 18, staff members 
from the Family & Communi-
ty Services’ Family Violence 
& Victim’s Services did a pre-
sentation on “Healthy Rela-
tionships” for teens.

On Feb. 26, Officer Kel-
by Anderson of the Choctaw 
Police Department informed 
teens about the “We Tip” pro-
gram.

On Feb. 26, teen members 

watched the Choctaw Cen-
tral Lady Warriors basketball 
team at Choctaw Central High 
School.

On March 3, members (ages 
6-7) watched “Shrek the Mu-
sical” at the Ellis Theater 
in Philadelphia. Mem-
bers (8-10) were in at-
tendance for the March 4 
showing.

On March 5, members 
(6-7) went to the Missis-
sippi Children’s Museum 
in Jackson to celebrate 
Dr. Suess’ birthday.

On March 16, the Mo-
bile Resource Center Congratulations Emily! We will miss you as we       

appreciate the time you shared with us.

Kelby Anderson of the Choctaw Police Department 
informed members about the We Tip program.

The 6-7 year-old members took a train ride at the 
Jackson Zoo during Spring Break.

The 8-10 year-old members enjoyed their visit to 
Party Safari in Flowood during Spring Break week.

The 6-7 year old members celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday at the Children’s Museum in Jackson.

LEFT, Remini & Hailey with their beaded 
necklaces for Princess Survival Week. RIGHT, 
Tyrein & Jaeon learned how to make a stickball 
towa during Warrior Survival Week.

Conehatta Teen Center members went to Canal Place 
Theaters to watch a movie. Prior to the movie, they 
had dinner at the Laredo Grill Mexican Restaurant.

came to the club for the mem-
ber’s enjoyment & homework 
assistance.

On March 17, all members 
enjoyed an ice cream social to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

On March 18, members of 
TORCH & Keystone went to 
Laredo Grill Mexican Restau-
rant & Canal Place Theaters 
for an evening with their peers. 
They watched “Miracles from 
Heaven.”

On March 22, members (6-
7) went to the Jackson Zoo.

On March 23, members (8-

The 6-7 year-old members (left) & 8-10 year olds (right) enjoyed watching “Shrek the Musical.”

Easter activities included coloring Easter eggs, left, and an egg race.

10) went to Party Safari in 
Flowood.

On March 24, the MBCI 
Cultural Affairs Program 
(CAP) facilitated a daisy chain 
making workshop & a stick-
ball towa making workshop 
for the members. The demon-
stration was a part of the annu-
al Warrior & Princess Survival 
Week during Spring Break.

On March 28, members en-
joyed a day outside as they 
c e l e b r a t e d 
Easter. They 
had an Easter 

egg hunt, egg race, putt-putt 
golf, volleyball, & kickball. 
Members also enjoyed eggs, 
popcorn, cupcakes, & kool-aid 
for snacks.

Upcoming Events
On May 17, the club will 

close at 5:30 p.m. due to 
Choctaw Central High School 
Graduation.

...........continued next page
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May 19 is the last day for 
Choctaw Tribal Schools & 
will be a 60 percent day. Club 
hours will be from 12:30 p.m.-
5:30 p.m.

From May 20-27, club hours 
will be from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.

Youth of the Month
Braycee Hall, 11 year-old 

daughter of Justin Hall of 
Conehatta, was named Febru-
ary Youth of the Month. Bray-
cee, a sixth grader at Cone-
hatta Elementary, has been 
a member of the Conehatta 
Unit since May 2014. She is a 
member of the Teen Center & 
TORCH Club & likes to vol-
unteer while demonstrating 
excellent behavior at the club.

Honor Roll
The following members 

named to the 2nd nine-weeks 
honor roll include Keondrae 
Anderson, Kethan Anderson, 
Kirklain Bell, Greer Billy, 
Dexton Hall, Windell Hall, Jr., 
Jarrien John, Jaeon Johnson, 
Sebastian Johnson, Tali King, 
Jordan Langley, Braylon Mc-
Millan, Braylon Smith, Hav-
en Dixon, Justina Hall, Cam-
bee Johnson, Hailey Johnson, 
Kadence Johnson, Taijah 
Kessinger, Tiarri Kessinger, 
Kayleona Kessinger, Rem-
ini Nickey, Taelyn Nickey, 

Aaliyah Tahawah, ReAnnan 
Thomas, Zyanna Thomas, Ta-
ilyn Wesley, Janina Williams, 
Dylan Stephens, Tayden Wes-
ley, Sabien Williams, Sebante 
Williams, Chasen Williamson, 
DeRyan Williamson, Malice 
Williams, Kylie Williamson, 
& Ashlynn Stephens.

Congratulations from the 
staff & members! These mem-
bers will receive a matinee 
ticket from Canal Place Cine-
mas for their efforts.

Special Thanks
The club members & staff 

say “thank you” to Phyllis Mc-
Millan & the CAP staff, Offi-
cer Kelby Anderson & Tashia 
Two-Hawks. We really appre-
ciate the time & knowledge 
each provided for our mem-
bers & staff.

The CAP staff came to our 
club & demonstrated how to 
make necklaces, keychains, 
bracelets, & stickballs. Thank 
you for teaching our members 
how to make beautiful neck-
laces & stickballs.

Officer Anderson came 
to our club after his Nation-
al Guard duty requirement. 
Thank you for making the ef-
fort to inform our members 
about your program. They en-
joyed the handouts too!

Tashia, a former club em-
ployee, volunteered a cou-

ple of her spring break days 
to chaperone field trips. The 
kids enjoyed seeing her again. 
Thanks!

The club staff & members 
congratulate newly induct-
ed members of the Conehatta 
School Beta Club. They in-
clude Taelyn Nickey, Mal-
ice Williams, Braylon Smith, 
Greer Billy, Haven Dixon, 
Haygen Anderson, Zarius 
Johnson, J.T. Willis, Jae-
on Johnson, Dresen Jimmie, 
Dylan Stephens, & Aaliyah 
Tahawah.

PEARL RIVER UNIT

On Feb. 12, the Pearl Riv-
er Unit held a pre-Valentine’s 
Day party. The staff served 
cupcakes, popcorn, kool-aide, 
& distributed goodie bags to 
members.

Members attending Nesho-
ba & Choctaw Tribal Schools 
went to Lovern’s Arena in Ar-
lington during their respective 
Spring Breaks on March 7 & 
21. Members had fun riding 
the mechanical bull, ponies, 
chasing chickens & little pigs, 
& riding the trolley.

On March 18, the unit held 
Easter activities & contests. 
Contest winners included:

Jamal Isaac & Mauhree 
Jones (Pin the Tail on the Bun-
ny);

The Pearl River Unit staff had an Easter Egg          
decorating contest on March 17. Satchell Willis was 
the winner. Congratulations & thank you to the staff 
members for their participation.

Members had a good time at Lovern’s Arena during 
Spring Break.

Members enjoyed the trampolines at High Heaven in 
Flowood during Spring Break.

Pearl River Unit members received a cupcake during 
a pre-Valentines Day party.

Easter contest winners included, from left, Jamal Isaac, Mauhree Jones, Kaisley Hernandez, Jacob Isaac 
(Pin the Tail on the Bunny), Jacob Isaac, Delaiah Billy (Guess What’s in the Egg), & Johann Espinosa (Guess 
How Many Jelly Beans in the Jar). Not pictured is Hunter Farve.

Jacob Isaac & Kaisley Her-
nandez (Pin the Tail on the 
Bunny);

Jacob Isaac & Delaiah Billy 
(Guess What’s in the Egg);

Johann Espinosa & Hunter 
Farve (Guess How Many Jelly 
Beans in the Jar).

On March 23, Tribal School 
members went to High Heav-
en in Flowood. Members en-
joyed high flying during the 
trampoline jumps & playing 
dodgeball.

On April 15, members wore 
purple in support of mili-
tary-connected youth.

Unit members ages 6-7 at-
tended the Party For the Planet 
celebration on April 23. Mem-
bers had fun in the bounce 
houses, face painting, dancing, 
animal encounters, & learning 
healthy habits.

On May 13, the Boys & 
Girls Club staffs will be at-
tending a staff training confer-
ence in Louisiana.
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12-14 Junior Girls Champion - Rainmakers
Team members include Tia’Rain Saunders, Maiya Joe, 
Rayven McMillan, Hallie Billie, Jaida Bell, Christy 
Amos, Melanian Jimmie, Jashuntaye Isaac, LaCaniya                     
Anderson, Leia Phillips, Meloney Thames, & Layana 
Morris.  Coaches were Trish Phillips & Randi Williams.

15-17 Senior Girls Champion - #TeamTenacity
Team members include Candace Jefferson, Tia Amos,  
Sarah Allen, Merecedes Jefferson, Lattoriah Johnson, 
Melody Jimmie, Tiara Joe, Dalmerika King, & Aleshia 
Tisho. Coaches were Keith Riggen & Tiffani Riggen.

12-14 Junior Boys Champion - Crazy Nation
Team members include Darius Lambert, Isaiah                         
Armachain, Blake Smith, Tino Pete, Josiah Lossiah,          
Sterling Santa Maria, Tihjah Lossiah,Bobby Crowe, &           
Isiah Evans. Coaches were Spencer Moore & Duck Los-
siah.

15-17 Senior Boys Champion - Angry Ducks
Team members include Chayton York, Terrell Ben, 
Tayshaun Mingo, Justus Day, Quentin Nanaeto, & Brias 
Bell. Coaches were Clifton “Yogi” Willis & Christopher 
“Poncho” Willis.

Junior Girls Runner-Up - Native Elite
Team members include Charli Frye, Tiana Stubbs,              
December Stubbs, Madelyn Osceola, Amarys Huggins, 
Alena Stockton, Analyse Jimenez, Talia Rodriguez, & 
Alexis Foreman. Coaches were Ashlie Wilcox & Danielle 
Frye.

Senior Girls Runner-Up - Lady Ballerz
Team members include Taylor Ben, Larena McMillan, 
Christina Willis, Darien Tubby, Sydni Tangle, Kelsey   
Tangle, Emilee Thames, Kyree Ben, Janeon Alex, &            
Kaedre Denson. Coaches were Terry Ben & Benson Lewis.

Junior Boys Runner-Up - Hawks
Team members include Myrick Anderson, Kearson   
Grisham, Chaney John, Octavious Jones, Kaleb Solo-
mon, O’Rieon Bell, Joshua Isaac, Eason John, & Parrion  
Hunter. Coach was Ricky Anderson, Sr.

Senior Boys Runner-Up - Seneca Chiefs
Team members include Chase Scanlan, Trevon                              
Thompson, Jermahi Benton, Ayden Jimerson, Huron Snow, 
Elliot Bowen, Justin Hemphill, Efrain Barreto, Gates 
Abrams, & Eagle Eye Stevens. Coach was Scott Snyder.

Junior Girls 3rd Place - Nation 1
Team members include Jillian Lasiloo, Larena McMillan, 
Bridgette Farve, Ciji Vaughn, Breanna Mingo, Daysia 
Henry, Reneesha Farve, & Ahlyric Ben. Coaches were  
Jaleesa Vaughn & Jennifer Lasiloo.

Senior Girls 3rd Place - Native Hoops
Team members include Shae Pierce, Burgiendy Pierce, 
Skyla Osceola, Sydnee Osceola, Sage Osceola, Audrey 
Whitegrass, & Lahna Baker. Coaches were Drew Bowers 
& Claudia Gore.

Junior Boys 3rd Place - Hurricanes
Team members include Zane Lilly, Bryceton Jimmie,  
Jacobi York, Baron Parkerson, Bryce Parkerson, Gage 
Wesley, William Williams, Dantzler Clemmons, Miles 
Steve, Samuel Bell, Jr., & Dayne Parkerson. Coach was 
Anzulum Parkerson.

Senior Boys 3rd Place - Braves
Team members include Jason McMillan, Kennan Panther, 
Steven Straughan, Holden Straughan, Logan Teetsateskie, 
Shannon Albert, Cory Junaluska, Dodge Crowe-Moss,  
Jeffery Girty, Jr., Karson Wildcat, & Trace Lambert. 
Coaches were David Jumper & Duke McCoy.

2016 NAYO BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT WINNERS
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(ST. PAUL, Minn.) - 
In keeping with President 
Obama’s commitment to sup-
porting Indian families and 
fostering resilient, thriving 
tribal communities through his 
all-of-government approach, 
acting Assistant Secretary - 
Indian Affairs Lawrence S. 
Roberts announced on April 4 
that the Departments of Interi-
or (DOI), Justice (DOJ), and 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) have entered into a 
collaborative agreement to en-
sure more robust compliance 
with and implementation of 
the Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA) of 1978 (Public Law 
95-608).

The agreement, in the form 
of a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU), brings three 
federal agencies together in 
partnership to strengthen fed-
eral oversight of the Act. The 
MOU’s effective date is April 
1, 2016.

“This MOU marshals the 
appropriate focus and resourc-
es of Interior, Justice and HHS 
to ensure that Congress’s in-
tent in protecting Indian chil-
dren and families is carried 
out,” said Roberts.  “We want 
to assure Indian families and 
tribal leaders that the Obama 

Administration’s dedication to 
ICWA’s goals remains an en-
during policy for Indian Coun-
try. 

“Focused implementation 
and compliance of ICWA pro-
tects Indian children and fami-
lies, strengthens the social fab-
ric of tribal communities, and 
ensures that tribes are able to 
serve their citizens for genera-
tions to come.”

Roberts made the announce-
ment while speaking at the 
National Indian Child Welfare 
Association’s 34th Annual 
Protecting Our Children Na-
tional American Indian Con-
ference on Child Abuse and 
Neglect taking place April 3-6 
in St. Paul. 

According to NICWA’s web-
site, its annual conference is 
the largest national gathering 
dedicated to Native American 
tribal child welfare advocacy.

Congress enacted ICWA 
based on hearings which con-
firmed that an alarmingly high 
percentage of Indian families 
had been broken up when 
public and private agencies 
subjected Indian children to 
unwarranted removal, most of 
who were eventually placed in 
non-Indian homes.

Congress recognized this 

Partnership to Strengthen ICWA Implementation, Compliance
was a tragedy not only for 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native families and their chil-
dren, but for tribes, as well, 
because they suffered from 
losing generations of their fu-
ture members and leaders.

ICWA set forth a federal 
framework for maintaining 
American Indian and Alas-
ka Native children with their 
families, including extended 
families, and deferring to tribal 
courts on matters concerning 
the custody of tribal children.  
Through ICWA, Congress also 
sought to carry out the United 
States’ trust responsibility for 
protecting Indian children and 
for the stability and security of 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribes and families.

To further ICWA’s purpose 
and the Nation-to-Nation re-
lationship between the U.S. 
and federally recognized In-
dian tribes, and to promote 
improved outcomes for Indi-
an children in foster care and 
child welfare proceedings, the 
federal partners will collabo-
rate on matters related to im-
plementing the letter and spirit 
of ICWA.

The purposes of the MOU 
are:

• To memorialize the part-

ners’ commitment to the con-
tinued importance of ICWA 
and its implementation for 
the health and well-being of 
Indian children, families, and 
communities;

• To formally establish the 
ICWA Interagency Workgroup 
to promote the purposes of 
ICWA and the partners’ mutu-
al interests in ensuring ICWA 
implementation and compli-
ance;

• To promote communica-
tion and collaborative efforts 
on federal activities that sup-
port ICWA implementation 
and compliance; and

• To establish structures and 
procedures to ensure that the 
Workgroup operates effective-
ly and efficiently.

The principal co-chairs of 
the ICWA Interagency Work-
group are the DOI Assistant 
Secretary – Indian Affairs, the 
HHS Assistant Secretary for 
the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families; and the 
DOJ Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for the Environment and 
Natural Resources Division. 
Each agency will designate a 
senior staff member to serve 
as a staff co-chair of the Work-
group.

The Workgroup will meet 

monthly at a staff level, with 
principal-level meetings at 
least twice a year, and will 
identify priorities, goals and 
tasks, as well as establish com-
mittees to carry out its work. 
It also will seek input from 
and conduct outreach to fed-
erally recognized tribes and 
other stakeholders via existing 
federal tribal advisory groups, 
stakeholder groups, tribal con-
sultations, listening sessions, 
and public meetings.

The acting Assistant Secre-
tary – Indian Affairs oversees 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), which is headed by a 
director who is responsible 
for managing day-to-day op-
erations through four offic-
es – Indian Services, Justice 
Services, Trust Services, and 
Field Operations.

These offices directly ad-
minister or fund tribally based 
infrastructure, economic de-
velopment, law enforcement 
and justice, social services (in-
cluding child welfare), tribal 
governance, and trust land and 
natural and energy resources 
management programs for the 
nation’s federally recognized 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribes through 12 re-
gional offices and 81 agencies.
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Paul Delano Anderson

Funeral service for Paul Del-
ano Anderson, 42, was held 
on Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 
from the Conehatta Facility 
Building. Max Anderson & 
Rev. Mark Patrick officiated.

Burial was in the St. Cath-
erine Catholic Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Anderson passed away 
on March 18 at Anderson Re-
gional Medical Center in Me-
ridian.

He enjoyed spending time 
with his family & friends, 
being a Choctaw drummer & 
making stickball sticks.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, an infant son, a 
brother, & grandparents.

Survivors include his 
daughters, Delanea Anderson 
& Alanea Anderson; sons, Foy 

Anderson & Joey Anderson; 
wife, Janice Anderson; a sis-
ter, Olivia Denson; a grand-
son; an uncle, six nieces, & a 
host of relatives & friends.

Paul D. Isaac

Funeral service for Paul D. 
Isaac, 63, was held on Wednes-
day, March 23, 2016, from the 
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church 
in Choctaw. Father Augustine 
Palimattam officiated.

Burial was in the Isaac Fam-
ily Cemetery. Wilcox Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Isaac passed away on 
March 19 at Anderson Region-
al Medical Center in Meridian.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army & Reserves. He was a 
counselor at USET, an elec-
trician at Ingalls Ship Build-
ing & a member of electrical 
maintenance at Silver Star 
Casino. He was an avid runner 
& enjoyed spending time with 
his family, watching sports & 
reading.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, an infant son, an 
infant daughter, two brothers, 
& two sisters.

Survivors include his wife, 
Regina John Isaac; three sons, 
Richard Isaac, Christopher 
Isaac & Dwight Isaac; two 
brothers, Preston Isaac and   
Malcolm Isaac; six grandchil-
dren; & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, family, and friends.

Vonnie Earl Sam

Funeral service for Von-
nie Earl Sam, 78, was held 
on Monday, March 28, 2016, 
from the Pearl River Baptist 
Church. Rev. Robert Paul Tub-
by, Sr. officiated.

Burial was in Isaac Ceme-
tery. John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Sam passed away on 
March 24 at the Choctaw Res-
idential Center in Choctaw.

He was a former sharecrop-
per & enjoyed fishing, singing 
Choctaw hymns, playing the 
guitar, watching television, & 
spending time with family & 
friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, wife, three daugh-
ters, a brother, sister, half-sis-
ter, four grandchildren, & a 
special cousin.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Ida M. Sam; a son, Ever-
ette Sam; half-sister, Bessie 
Wilson; two nieces; three 
nephews; 11 grandchildren; 25 
great-grandchildren; a great-
great-grandchild; & a host of 
relatives & friends.

Stanley Johnson, Sr.

Funeral service for Stan-
ley Johnson, Sr., 71, was held 
on Monday, March 28, 2016, 
from the Hope Indian Baptist 
Church in Choctaw. Deacon 
Williamson Isaac & Pastor 
Leonard Ben officiated.

Burial was in the Conehatta 
Community Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Johnson passed away on 
March 24 at his residence.

He was a member of Hope 
Indian Baptist Church. He en-
joyed listening to Elvis Pres-
ley music, working in his yard 
& attending the Choctaw El-

derly Activity Center.
He was preceded in death by 

his parents, a sister & a broth-
er.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Joanne Marie Johnson & 
Suzy Johnson Lane; a son, 
Stanley Johnson, Jr.; two sis-
ters, Marjorie John & Loreda 
Johnson; a brother, Clarence 
Johnson; eight grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

Pennington Johnson, Sr.

Funeral service for Penning-
ton Johnson, Sr., 63, was held 
on Friday, April 1, 2016, from 
the Conehatta Facility Build-
ing. Deacon Billy Smith & 
Rev. Robert Patrick officiated.

Burial was in the Conehatta 
Community Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Johnson passed away on 
March 27 at the Attala County 
Nursing Home in Kosciusko.

He was a member of the 
Macedonia Indian Baptist 
Church. He was a carpen-
ter, plumber & mechanic & 
was employed with the Trib-
al Maintenance Program. He 
enjoyed listening to music, 
woodworking & watching 
western shows on TV.

He was preceded in death by 
his mother, sister & grandpar-
ents.

Survivors include his 
daughter, Jannifer Willis; 
step-daughter, Lisa Gibson 
Vaughn; sons, Kennington 
Johnson, Pennington Johnson, 
Jr. & Lamo Johnson; a sis-
ter, Roseanna Thompson; 18 
grandchildren; a great-grand-
child; & a host of family & 
friends.

Jimmy Wayne Billie

Funeral service for Jimmy 
Wayne Billie, 51, was held on 
Saturday, April 2, 2016, from 
the Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in Philadel-
phia. Cator W. Escho & Wil-
liam B. Nickerson officiated.

Burial was in the Pearl River 
Community Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Billie passed away on 

March 30 at Anderson Region-
al Medical Center in Meridian.

He enjoyed doing bead-
work, watching TV, traveling, 
listening to music,  helping out 
people, studying his Bible & 
attending meetings of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents & a son.

Survivors include his wife, 
Patty Lynn Billie; daughter, 
Tara Willis; step-daughters, 
Nolita Chickaway, Verdisa 
Chickaway & Lakitia Chicka-
way; step-sons, Damein Ross 
Chickaway, Alan Chicka-
way, Jr., Mario Chickaway, & 
Dameon Wayne Chickaway; 
sisters, Patsy Martin, Manzie 
Billy & Glenda Billy; broth-
ers, Wilson Billy, Jr. & Harold 
Amos; 13 grandchildren; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

Emma Robinson

Funeral service for Emma 
Robinson, 66, was held on 
Monday, April 4, 2016, from 
the Bogue Chitto Baptist 
Church. Deacon Kendall Wal-
lace & Rev. Doby Henry offi-
ciated.

Burial was in the Robinson 
Cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Robinson passed away 
on April 1 at Rush Hospital in 
Meridian.

She was a member of Bogue 
Chitto Baptist Church. She en-
joyed doing beadwork & sew-
ing traditional Choctaw dress-
es & shirts.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, a sister & two 
brothers.

Survivors include a host of 
relatives & friends.

Rita John Denson

Funeral service for Rita 
John Denson, 79, was held on 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016, from 
the Pearl River Community 
Center. Rev. Samuel Dixon & 
Rev. Robert Paul Tubby, Sr. 
officiated.

Burial was in the New Ca-
naan Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Denson passed away on 

...........continued next page
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April 1 at the Choctaw Health 
Center in Choctaw.

She was a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints. She enjoyed 
fishing, singing Choctaw 
hymns, playing the piano, & 
being with family & friends.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents, husband, an infant 
son, three sisters, five broth-
ers, & a special cousin.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Gaydon Denson; sons, 
Theron Denson, Don Denson, 
Gerald Denson, Carl Phillips 
Rick Denson & Brandon Den-
son; sisters, Delores Bell, Jen-
nie Jackson, Loriane Jackson, 
& Ida Mae John; three grand-
children; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; three great-great-grand-
children; & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

Mary Etta Willis

Funeral service for Mary 
Etta Willis, 82, was held on 
Monday, April 11, 2016, from 
the Macedonia Indian Baptist 
Church in Conehatta. Deacon 
Billy Smith & Rev. Robert 
Patrick officiated.

Burial was in the Conehatta 
Community Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Ms. Willis passed away on 
April 8 at her daughter’s res-
idence in Conehatta.

She enjoyed fishing, work-
ing on word puzzles, listening 
to the radio, and spending time 
with family and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, three sons, a 
sister, brother, and a nephew.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Barbara Nell Willis; 
a brother, Hubert Jefferson; 9   
grandchildren; 24 great-grand-
children; 11 great-great-    
grandchildren; & a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

Frank Dixon, Jr.

Funeral service for Frank 
Dixon, Jr., 45, was held on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2016, 
from the Pearl River Com-
munity Center. Deacon John 
Smith & Rev. Leonard Jim-
mie, Jr. officiated.

Burial was in the Conehatta 
Community Cemetery. John 

E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mr. Dixon passed away on 
April 9 in Choctaw.

He was a graduate of East 
Central Community College 
& attended Mississippi State 
University. He was the first 
tribal member to be awarded 
the Riley Scholarship & was 
a member of Phi Theta Kap-
pa. He was employed with the 
Pearl River Resort.

He enjoyed golfing, fishing,  
playing stickball, & spending 
time with his family & friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents & a brother.

Survivors include his wife, 
Cynthia Dixon; children, 
Quinten Dixon, Taylor Dixon, 
Chelsey Bell, & Brandi Bell; 
& a host of relatives & friends. 

Delmon Isaac

Funeral service for Delmon 
Isaac, 50, was held on Fri-
day, April 15, 2016, from the 
Bogue Chitto Baptist Church. 
Deacon Kendall Wallace & 
Rev. Doby Henry officiated.

Burial was in the Bogue 
Chitto Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Isaac passed away on 
April 10 in Philadelphia.

He enjoyed fishing, tell-
ing jokes, playing basketball, 
playing the guitar, & spending 
time with family and friends.

He is preceded in death by 
his father, daughter, grandpar-
ents, stepfather, step-sister, 
a great-grandmother, three 
aunts, & three uncles.

Survivors include his son, 
Morgan Dale Jefferson; moth-
er, Suzanne Stoliby; three 
sisters, Martisha Barrack, 
Amanda Isaac & Vanessa 
Isaac; a step-sister, Amanda 
Frazier; four brothers, Ran-
dall Isaac, Sr., Thurman Isaac, 
Darren Isaac, & Darris Isaac; 
step-brothers, Gerald Stoli-
by & Harold Stoliby; seven 
grandchildren; four aunts; four 
uncles; & a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & friends.

Harrison Ben

Funeral service for Harrison 
Ben, 81, was held on Satur-
day, April 16, 2016, from the 

Standing Pine Community 
Gymnasium. Bro. Shelly Peo-
ples officiated.

Burial was in the Standing 
Pine Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Ben passed away on 
April 9 at the Abrazo Central 
Campus Hospital in Phoenix, 
AZ.

He was a member of the 
Choctaw Tribal Council as a 
representative for the Standing 
Pine Community. He served as 
secretary/treasurer and vice-
chief twice during his terms.

He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Air Force & achieved the rank 
of Master Staff Sergeant. He 
honorably retired in 1975 after 
20 years of service.

He earned degrees from 
Clark Junior College, Univer-
sity of Tampa & Mississippi 
State University.

He served as director for 
the Department of Family & 
Community Services from 
1980-1994.

He enjoyed attending Choc-
taw Central High School 
and Neshoba Central High 
School basketball games. In 
his younger days, he enjoyed 
fishing with his family, play-
ing baseball on the same team 
as his sons, farming & raising 
cattle, & being with his family. 

He is preceded in death by 
his wife & three sisters.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Gwen Ben, Karen & Todd 
Adams and Marion & Rich-
ard Sockey; sons, Timothy 
& Donna Ben, Gary & Helen 
Ben and Greg & Dianna Ben; 
9 grandchildren; a sister, Jose-
phine Schoonover; & a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

Stella Virginia Allen 
Billie

Funeral service for Stella 
Virginia Allen Billie, 81, was 
held on Sunday, April 17, 
2016, from the Tucker Com-
munity Gymnasium. Deacon 
Williamson Isaac, Rev. John 
E. Stephens & Rev. Doby 
Henry officiated.

Burial was in the Corinth 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mrs. Billie passed away on 
April 14 at Anderson Hospital 
in Meridian.

She was a Baptist by faith 
and a member of Corinth Bap-
tist Church. She was friendly 
& always had a smile on her 
face.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband & 
three brothers.

Survivors include her son, 
Terry Billie; sisters, Geneva 
Farmer & Nelda Lewis; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

Jimmy Ray McMillan, Sr.

Funeral service for Jimmy 
Ray McMillan, Sr., 56, was 
held on Monday, April 25, 
2016, from the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in Tucker. 
Father Bob Goodyear, S.T., 
officiated.

Burial was in the church 
cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was 
in charge of arrangements.

Mr. McMillan passed away 
on April 20 at his residence.

He was a member of the 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church. 
He received a certificate in 
tractor-trailer training & was 
a logger. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, being in a drum group, 
& being a guitarist in a band.

He is preceded in death by 
his mother, grandparents, five 
uncles, & two sisters.

Survivors include his wife, 
Janie McMillan; daughters, 
Felicia Sanchez, Shayna Mc-
Millan, Cherish McMillan 
Shoemake, Christi McMillan 
Becerra, Seriah Cumberland, 
Gabriela Cumberland, & Razi-
ya Cumberland; sons,  Jimmy 
Ray McMillan, Jr., B.J. Mc-
Millan, Ashley L. Billy, Daniel 
R. McMillan, Randall Morris,  
Jr., & Roberto Fonseca; sis-
ters, Mary Elizabeth McMil-
lan & Alice Marie McMillan; 
a step-sister, Barbarella Isom 
Johnson; a brother, Thaddeus 
James Tubby; a step-brother, 
Gerald Isom; 17 grandchil-
dren; & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.
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NEWSHappy belated birth-

day to my wife, Janet 
Mynell Willis, on March 
10. I love you! From 
John E. Willis.

Happy Birthday to 
Michael B. Jackson, Sr., 
on April 2. We love you 
& miss you a lot! Love 

from Momma Laurene, 
Bruce & Eric Jackson, 
nieces, nephews, & a 
very special friend.

Melvin Zane Lew-
is turned 3 years old on 
April 3. Happy Birthday 
“Baby.” We all love you! 
From your family.

Happy, Happy 11th 
Birthday to Gavin 
Massey on May 28. 
Have a wondeful birth-
day! Love, Mommy, 
Blake & Baley.

Weaver’s 
Report

By Laura Christel Horlings,
Choctaw Bible Translation

Committee Program Coordinator

On Saturday, March 12, a 
group assembled in the Pearl 
River Community Baptist 
Church kitchen. They cooked 
breakfast and by 9:00 a.m. 
were introduced to Weavers, a 
community of practice.

The group included De-
Laura Saunders, Pam Smith, 
Becky Richarte, Chris & Mil-
lie Chickaway, Darlene Willis, 
Edna Cotton, Gerald Denson, 
Roseanna & Billy Thompson, 
Alex & infant, Laura Christel 
Horlings, Abby Farmer, and 
Ed & Elenore Beach.

This particular day was led 
by Ed & Elenore as Ed reflect-
ed on how honored he felt to 
hear their stories the day be-
fore & responded by sharing 
their life. They showed pic-
tures & told about the places & 
people alongside whom God 
had led them in Guatemala.

Ed & Elenore led us through 
stories of people telling sto-
ries by means of role playing. 
Sometimes they stopped in the 
middle of role playing to ex-
plain what they were doing.

They let people play roles, 
such as one pretending to be an 
unbeliever & the other sharing 
their life with a new friend.  

Ed & Elenore wove in a 
couple of God’s stories as we 
didn’t have time for practicing 
telling God’s stories. 

The weekend was a special 

time for me. It was refreshing 
to meditate on God’s story & 
God speaking to us. It got me 
thinking about how much I en-
joy sharing God’s story & how 
we got to talk to each other.

I really miss having time for 
that. What a wonderful week-
end this was, hearing what 
we’ve been doing & getting 
caught up. A community prac-
ticing weaving these stories 
seems to be a beautiful thing.   

One Choctaw Bible Transla-
tion Committee member said, 
“We sincerely enjoyed having 
the opportunity to listen to 
the Weavers! I enjoyed it be-
cause I love to tell stories and 
this gives me an opportunity 
to practice what I love doing, 
telling stories and also spread-
ing the gospel! Thanks to the 
Weavers!”

Bell Selected To
Ambassadors
Program

Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians 
(MBCI) member Lani-
sha G. Bell was recently 
selected as a member of 
the 2016-2017 Class of 
the Ambassadors Pro-
gram.

Bell, Victim Assis-
tance National Coordi-
nator for the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs-Office of 

Justice Ser-
vices, was 

Lanisha Bell

selected out of more than 
150 national and inter-
national applicants. Her 
selection was based on 
her ability and qualities 
as an emerging leader in 
her community.

Bell’s expertise in 
family violence and vic-
tim’s services reflects 
her passion for protect-
ing Indigenous cultures. 

She will represent the 
MBCI community and 
all of Indian Country as 
the Americans for Indi-
an Opportunity (AIO) 
meets with leading In-
digenous activists and 
government officials.

Weaving an interna-
tional Indigenous net-
work, AIO catalyzes and 
facilitates culturally ap-

propriate initiatives and 
opportunities that enrich 
the cultural, political and 
economic lives of Indig-
enous peoples.

AIO Ambassadors are 
at the forefront of im-
plementing innovative 
initiatives to improve the 
well-being and growth of 
their communities.


