
VOL. XLVI, NO. 5 CHOCTAW, MISSISSIPPI 39350 JUNE 2016

Tribal & school officials, along with students, celebrate the opening of the new press box on June 9.

New Press 
Box Opens 
at CCHS

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Wednes-
day morning, June 15, for a 
newly-constructed press box 
and concession stand, pavilion 
and bathroom facility at War-
rior Stadium on the campus of 
Choctaw Central High School 
(CCHS) in Choctaw.

Tribal and school officials, 
along with dozens of students, 
got a sneak peek of the facili-
ties after the ceremony as they 
toured the new press box and 
received refreshments from 
the concession area courtesy 
of the CCHS Athletic Depart-
ment.

From left is the new three-tier press box and concession area, pavilion and restroom facility at 
Warrior Stadium on the campus of Choctaw Central High School.

S&P Raises 
CRDE’s
Bond
Rating

Choctaw Resort De-
velopment Enterprise 
(CRDE), a business en-
terprise of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians, 
announced on June 10 that 
Standard and Poor’s Rat-
ings Services has upgrad-
ed their respective ratings 
of CRDE’s issuer credit 
rating, senior secured is-
sue rating and senior notes 
rating as follows:

• CRDE’s Issuer Rating 
upgraded one notch from 
B+ to BB-

• CRDE’s Senior Se-
cured Issue Rating upgrad-
ed one notch from B+ to 
BB-

• CRDE’s Senior Notes 
Rating upgraded two 
notches from B- to B+

In its report, Standard 
and Poor’s described 
CRDE’s “recently com-
pleted property renova-
tions” and “stable outlook” 
as reasons for the upgrade.

“We are gratified that 
S&P continues to recog-
nize CRDE’s sound finan-
cial structure and conser-
vative fiscal management,” 
said Sonny Johnson, Inter-
im President & CEO for 
Pearl River Resort.

“The fact that S&P has 
raised our respective issuer 
and credit issue ratings did 
not happen by accident. 
We worked together as an 
executive team to control 
spending, reduce oper-
ating costs and improve 
reserves, while making 
necessary infrastructure 
improvements and con-
tinuing our commitment 
to our employees and the 
Tribe.”

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians’ Chief Phyliss J. Anderson 
speaks at the Quilt Walk for Justice rally on the grounds of the  
U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. on Dec. 7, 2015.

Supreme Court Deadlocked, Ruling Stands in Favor of Tribe
(CHOCTAW, Miss.) - On 

June 23, the United States 
Supreme Court issued a de-
cision in the case of Dolgen-
corp, Inc. v. Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians (13-1496) 
announcing that the Court was 
equally divided and unable 
to reach a majority ruling in 
the case. The result is that the 
judgment of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit in favor of the Missis-
sippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
is affirmed.

At issue in the case was 
whether the Mississippi Choc-
taw Tribal Court may hear and 
decide a civil lawsuit brought 
by Choctaw Tribal mem-
bers against Dolgencorp, Inc. 
(“Dollar General”), a corpora-
tion which owns and operates 
the Dollar General retail store 
located on Choctaw Indian 
Reservation lands.

In 2005, the Choctaw plain-
tiffs brought a lawsuit in Choc-
taw Tribal Court alleging that, 

in 2003, the Dollar General 
store manager at that time sex-
ually molested a minor tribal 
member who was working at 
the store through the Tribe’s 
Youth Opportunity Training 
program.

Dollar General attempted to 
avoid civil liability by claim-
ing that the Choctaw Tribal 
Courts do not have civil juris-
diction to hear and decide the 
claims against Dollar General 
since it is a non-Indian entity.

The Choctaw Tribal Courts, 
a Federal district court, and the 
Fifth Circuit Federal appeals 
court all ruled against Dollar 
General on this issue. Since 
the U.S. Supreme Court was 
unable to reach a majority rul-
ing in the case, the judgment 
of the Fifth Circuit is affirmed.

“I am pleased to announce 
that today the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued its long-awaited 
decision, and the result does 
not deprive the sovereign au-
thority of our Tribal courts to 

hear and issue a final ruling 
in a lawsuit brought by Tribal 
members seeking to have their 
day in court,” said Mississippi 
Choctaw Tribal Chief Phyliss 
J. Anderson.

“Even though the Supreme 
Court was unable to reach a 
majority decision in our fa-
vor, I am grateful the result of 

the case nevertheless affirms 
the sovereign right of Indian 
tribes to assert civil jurisdic-
tion against a non-Indian en-
tity in certain circumstances. 
This is a positive outcome, not 
only for our Tribe, but for all 
of Indian country.”

......see PRESS BOX, pg. 5

............see RULING, pg. 4
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Halito!
After many months of plan-

ning and anticipation, the 
Choctaw Indian Fair is now 
only days away! I am so ex-
cited to see all of our friends, 
neighbors and new and re-
turning visitors come join us 
for the Tribe’s biggest cultural 
celebration of the year.

It takes a lot of teamwork 
and effort to make the Fair 
a great success. I thank our 
dedicated fair committee for 
everything they have done to 
make this the best Choctaw In-
dian Fair to date.

To my fellow tribal mem-
bers, I hope to see many of 
you out at the fairgrounds, and 
to our visitors, welcome to our 
beautiful Mississippi Choctaw 
Indian Reservation and to the 
67th Annual Choctaw Indian 
Fair!

Unity Walk 10-Year
Anniversary

On Saturday, June 25th, we 
celebrated the 10th anniver-
sary of the Unity Walk/Run, 
hosted by the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians (SDPI) 
and Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram (DPP).

This unique annual event 
blends together the goal of 
exercise and healthy lifestyles 
with the Little Brother of War, 

stickball.
Stickball teams from across 

the Reservation begin the walk 
from their respective practice 
fields and meet up at the park-
ing lot of the CCHS Baseball 
Field. From there, all teams 
make the final portion of the 
walk together to the Pearl Riv-
er community amphitheater.

The number of participants 
has grown from a handful of 
teams to virtually every team 
that competes in the World Se-
ries Stickball tournament. 

I congratulate the SDPI and 
DPP staff for their dedication 
in diabetes awareness and 
prevention and encouraging 
our Tribal members to pursue 
healthy lifestyles. Keep up this 
important work!

Princess Pageant

One of the Fair’s most cher-
ished events is the Choctaw 
Indian Princess Pageant. Held 
on the opening night of the 
Fair on Wednesday night, it is 
a chance for everyone to see 
Choctaw culture on full dis-
play.

Twelve lovely young Choc-
taw ladies, dressed in beauti-
ful attire, beadwork and other 
accessories, will vie to be the 
next Choctaw Indian Princess. 
I wish each of the contestants 
best of luck and am proud of 

them for their courage and en-
thusiasm to serve our people 
as the Tribe’s goodwill ambas-
sador.

I would also like to thank 
the 2015-2016 Choctaw Indi-
an Princess Emily Shoemake. 
She has done a marvelous job 
throughout this past year, and 
we wish her the best in her fu-
ture endeavors. I hope you will 
all make plans to join us at this 
year’s Princess Pageant. 

Stickball

I am excited and ready to see 
another round of World Series 
Stickball. The games will be-
gin on Tuesday, July 5th at 
Warrior Stadium and conclude 
with the men’s championship 
game on Saturday, July 16th.

Our teams are ready for 
competition, and each team 
will no doubt put on their very 

best efforts to clinch the tro-
phy. I look forward to seeing 
all of you in the stands during 
the games.

Fair Competitions 

Our Iron Warrior and REZ-
RUN competitions are two of 
the fair’s biggest draws. These 
two events offer fairgoers the 
opportunity to display their 

athletic abilities in front of the 
crowds that come to watch.

The participants brave the 
summer heat and intense trials 
to become the top champion. 
It’s tough, but the competitors 
love the challenge. I invite you 
to come out and cheer on our 
Iron Warriors and our runners. 

Chief Anderson at NCAI Conference
Chief Anderson recently addressed the National Congress of   
American Indians during the 2016 Mid-Year Conference held in 
Spokane, WA June 27-30. Chief Anderson met with Interior Sec-
retary Sally Jewell & made comments to the general assembly on 
the recent U.S. Supreme Court Decision in the Dollar General vs. 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians case.

Reigning Choctaw Indian Prin-
cess Emily Shoemake & Chief 
Anderson pose during the open-
ing of the new press box at 
Choctaw Central High School 
on June 9.

Pictured above are champi-
onship medals in the men’s & 
women’s division for the 2016 
Iron Warrior competition at the 
Choctaw Indian Fair.

New Choctaw Indian Fair Signs
The Philadelphia-Neshoba County Tourism Council recently 
purchased eight new Choctaw Indian Fair signs to be used each 
year to promote the fair.  Pictured, from left, are Caleb May, 
Kristen Page, Annette Watkins, and James Robinson. Not pic-
tured is JoAnn Rounsaville.

..........continued next page
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State Games

The State Games of Missis-
sippi stickball tournament was 
held at Warrior Stadium June 
15-18, 2016. We had a great 
turnout from the teams and the 
fans.

Congratulations to Pearl 
River on winning the gold 
medal, as well as to silver med-
alist Oka Homma and bronze 
medalist Koni Hata Osi.

The Tribe is a proud spon-
sor of the State Games, and 
I congratulate them on their 
25th anniversary and wish for 
many more years of continued 
success.  

Dollar General vs. MBCI 
Supreme Court Decision

I am pleased to inform you 
that the U.S. Supreme Court 
has released their decision on 
the Dollar General v. Missis-
sippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
case.

The Supreme Court deci-
sion was equally divided; and 
while we would have liked a 
complete victory with a ma-
jority vote, the 4-4 decision is 
still a great win for the Tribe. 
This victory affirms the judge-
ment of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fifth Circuit in 
our favor and allows our tribal 
members to seek justice and 
have their day in tribal court.

The result protects our sov-
ereignty and the authority of 
our Tribal courts to hear and 
issue a final ruling in a lawsuit 
brought by Tribal members 
seeking to have their day in 
court.

I am grateful the result of 
the case affirms the sovereign 
right of Indian tribes to as-
sert civil jurisdiction against 
a non-Indian entity in certain 
circumstances. This is very 
historic for our Choctaw peo-
ple and all of Indian Country. 
I am very thankful for the sup-
port and encouragement many 
of you gave me throughout 
this process. 

Standing Pine Tribal
Council Election

In June, a special election 
was held in the Standing Pine 
community to fill the unex-
pired term of the late Tribal 
Councilman Harrison Ben.

I want to congratulate Mr. 
Richard Sockey on his elec-
tion, and I look forward to 
working with him to continue 
bringing progress to our Res-
ervation. Councilman-Elect 
Sockey will be sworn in at the 
July regular meeting of the 
Tribal Council.  

Pearl River Resort Update

We have many exciting 
events happening at our Pearl 
River Resort. Of course, Gey-
ser Falls Water Theme Park 
has opened full-time for the 
season, and the Summerland 
Tour 2016 and the Hot Lava 
Luau will be sure to please our 
new and returning guests.

The Summerland Tour was 
held on Saturday, July 9th 
and featured great acts such 
as Sugar Ray, Everclear, Lit, 
and Sponge. You cannot have 
a beach bash without a Hawai-
ian-style luau, so don’t miss 
your chance to have fun at the 
Hot Lava Luau on Saturday, 
July 30th. 

Our CenterStage concert se-
ries is bigger and better than 

ever with top-name entertain-
ment and music legends tak-
ing the stage at the Silver Star 
Convention Center. Previous 
performers from this year’s 
series include The Four Tops, 
Keith Sweat, Gladys Knight, 
Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias, and 
The Commodores.

We are excited to welcome 
in the coming months Skid 
Row, Ratt, Scotty McCreery, 
Big & Rich, Sinbad, Clint 
Black, and the legendary Wil-
lie Nelson.

Bok Homa Casino hosted 
the King of Twist, Chubby 
Checker, at its live outdoor 
concert on Saturday, July 2nd. 
It was a lovely evening filled 
with delicious food, wonderful 
fellowship and great music.  

As usual, we celebrated the 
Fourth of July with a huge fire-
works show at the Resort. This 
is an event that attracts not 
just Tribal members, but our 
neighbors from the surround-
ing cities, towns and commu-
nities. 

We invite you to come join 
us at Pearl River Resort and 
enjoy the fun!     

Pearl River Resort
Credit Upgrade 

I am very pleased to an-
nounce on behalf of the Choc-
taw Resort Enterprise Board 
of Directors, that Standard 
and Poor recently upgraded 
the Pearl River Resort credit 
rating from B+ to BB-. In the 
report, Standard and Poor de-
scribes the Resort’s recently 
completed property renova-
tion and stable outlook as rea-
sons for the upgrade.

I want to thank the many 
employees of Pearl River Re-
sort and the management team 
for their work in controlling 
spending, reducing expenses, 
improving customer service 
and maintaining our beautiful 
renovated properties.

Our resort is looking better 
than ever financially and visu-
ally. I look forward to a very 
active summer this year with 
lots of gamers, guests and 
families enjoying our many 
amenities. Great job everyone!

Closing

We may experience very 
high temperatures in the 
coming weeks. Please make 
sure you are taking the prop-
er precautions to ensure your 
safety during these extremely 
hot days. Limit any strenuous 
outdoor activities, and if you 
must be outside, be sure to 
drink plenty of water to stay 
hydrated. Take several breaks 
and go indoors to cool off, or 
find a shaded area if you are 
unable to go indoors.

Please keep an eye out for 
our elders, young children, 
persons with disabilities, 
household pets and anyone 
you know who may not have 
air-conditioning units in their 
homes.  

I hope you will take time to 
enjoy the many fun summer-
time activities that are taking 
place on the Reservation, and 
I hope to see all of you at the 
Choctaw Indian Fair!

Many Blessings,

Phyliss J. Anderson,
Tribal Chief

10th Annual 
Unity Walk/Run

Players representing 
Choctaw stickball teams 
participating in this year’s 
World Series Stickball con-
verged in Choctaw on Sat-
urday, June 25 as part of the 
Special Diabetes Program 
for Indians (SDPI) and Dia-
betes Prevention Program’s 
(DPP) 10th Annual Unity 
Walk/Run.

The event recognizes and 
promotes diabetes awareness 
across the Choctaw Reserva-
tion as stickball players ran 
from their respective prac-
tice fields to the parking lot 
of the Choctaw Central High 
School baseball field.

Once all teams gathered, 
participants, along with tribal leaders and drummers, walked 
together in unity to the Pearl River Amphitheater. Attendees 
were urged to become educated on diabetes prevention and 
management to overcome the devastating effects of diabetes.

ABOVE, The Choctaw Veterans Color Guard leads the proces-
sion of stickball teams from the CCHS baseball field to the Pearl 
River Amphitheater. CENTER, Tribal drummers bring the teams 
into the amphitheater. RIGHT, Members of the SDPI & DPP 
were honored for their sponsorship of the event. 
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The following ordinances 
and resolutions were submitted 
to the Choctaw Tribal Council 
for consideration. Listed be-
low is a brief summary and 
action taken. Individuals wish-
ing to request a resolution and/
or its attachment must have 
a DOCUMENT REQUEST 
FORM completed and submit-
ted to the Policy and Legisla-
tive Office. For more informa-
tion, call 601-650-7486.

SPECIAL CALL
COUNCIL MEETING

JUNE 14, 2016

Resolution CHO 16-
058, approving Bianca 

York-Crockett of the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi to 
conduct research on “Barriers 
and Facilitators to Completing 
Higher Education Programs 
for Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw Indian Students,” was 
ADOPTED 16 YES, 0 NO, 0 
ABSTAIN, 0 ABSENT.

Resolution CHO 16-059, 
confirming the appointment 
of Tina Scott as Director of 
the Department of Health, was 
ADOPTED 11 YES (R. Bell, 
T. Chickaway, K. Edwards, R. 
Henry, R. Isaac, S. Johnson, 
D. McClelland, W. McMillan, 
H. Nickey, B. Steve, & J. Wes-
ley); 2 NO (R. Anderson & L. 
Parkerson); 2 ABSTAIN (C. 

Ben & S. Willis); 1 ABSENT 
(D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-060, 
delegating authority to the 
Tribal Chief to approve a cer-
tain settlement agreement, 
was ADOPTED 15 YES (R. 
Anderson, R. Bell, C. Ben, T. 
Chickaway, K. Edwards, R. 
Henry, R. Isaac, S. Johnson, 
D. McClelland, W. McMillan, 
H. Nickey, L. Parkerson, B. 
Steve, J. Wesley, & S. Willis); 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 1 ABSENT 
(D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-061, 
approving the 2016-2017 Poli-
cy Handbooks for the Choctaw 
Tribal Schools, was ADOPT-
ED 14 YES (R. Bell, C. Ben, 
T. Chickaway, K. Edwards, R. 
Henry, R. Isaac, S. Johnson, 
D. McClelland, W. McMillan, 
H. Nickey, L. Parkerson, B. 
Steve, J. Wesley, S. Willis); 0 
NO; 1 ABSTAIN (R. Ander-
son); 1 ABSENT (D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-062, 
approving the 2016-2017 
School Budget, was ADOPT-
ED 15 YES (R. Anderson, R. 
Bell, C. Ben, T. Chickaway, K. 
Edwards, R. Henry, R. Isaac, 
S. Johnson, D. McClelland, W. 

McMillan, H. Nickey, L. Park-
erson, B. Steve, J. Wesley, & S. 
Willis); 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 1 
ABSENT (D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-063, 
affirming the commitment of 
tribal funds for operation and 
maintenance of infrastructure 
constructed in Standing Pine 
with funding provided by the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
through a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant for Indi-
an Tribes and Alaska Native 
Villages, was ADOPTED 15 
YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 1 
ABSENT (D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-064, 
affirming citizen participation 
and authorizing the Choctaw 
Housing Authority to apply for 
funding through a Community 
Development Block Grant for 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Na-
tive Villages as administered 
by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, was ADOPTED 14 YES 
(R. Bell, C. Ben, T. Chicka-
way, K. Edwards, R. Henry, R. 
Isaac, S. Johnson, D. McClel-
land, W. McMillan, H. Nick-
ey, L. Parkerson, B. Steve, J. 
Wesley, & S. Willis); 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 2 ABSENT (R. 
Anderson & D. Wilson).

Resolution CHO 16-065, 
applying for a U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Discretionary 
Grant Funding for the Youth 
Conservation Corps Program 
at Nanih Waiya Mound area 

for the Division of Education, 
Choctaw Tribal Schools, was 
ADOPTED 13 YES (R. Ander-
son, R. Bell, C. Ben, T. Chick-
away, R. Isaac, S. Johnson, D. 
McClelland, W. McMillan, H. 
Nickey, L. Parkerson, B. Steve, 
J. Wesley, & S. Willis); 0 NO; 
0 ABSTAIN; 3 ABSENT (K. 
Edwards, R. Henry & D. Wil-
son).

Resolution CHO 16-066, 
applying for U.S. Department 
of Education Grant funding 
for the Choctaw Language 
Annopa Tikbishtiya Program 
for the Division of Education, 
Choctaw Tribal Schools, was 
ADOPTED 13 YES; 0 NO; 0 
ABSTAIN; 3 ABSENT.

Resolution CHO 16-067, 
applying for one-time supple-
mental funding from the Ad-
ministration for Children and 
Families, Office of Head Start, 
was ADOPTED 13 YES; 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 3 ABSENT.

Resolution CHO 16-068, 
accepting a supplemental 
grant increase from the Office 
of Head Start, was ADOPTED 
13 YES; 0 NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 3 
ABSENT.

Resolution CHO 16-069, 
entering into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with The 
Institute for Indian Develop-
ment, Inc., to apply for and re-
ceive a sub grant for the Com-
munity Service Employment 
for Older Americans Program, 
was ADOPTED 13 YES; 0 
NO; 0 ABSTAIN; 3 ABSENT.

MBCI Assistant Attorney General and trib-
al member Cheryl Hamby said, “Now that the 
Supreme Court has ruled in this matter, we 
expect the case to be returned to the Choctaw 
Trial Court where the case will proceed to the 
merits in accordance with the Choctaw Civil 
Rules of Procedure.”

Statement from USET SPF President
Brian Patterson

 
“The USET Sovereignty Protection Fund 

(SPF) is pleased that today’s (June 23) deci-
sion upholds the Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw Indians’ inherent sovereign right to juris-
diction in this case. We congratulate the Tribe 
and look forward to seeing the civil case 
against Dolgencorp Inc. proceed according 
to the rules of Choctaw Civil Procedure. It is 

our hope that the upheld Fifth Circuit deci-
sion will be influential on other circuits that 
may address similar issues.

USET SPF remains focused on protecting 
the sovereignty of all Tribal Nations, so they 
may exercise their right to regulate and ad-
judicate all civil matters that occur in Indi-
an Country. Ultimately, Tribal Nations must 
have the ability to serve and protect their 
citizens. The answer is simple: if you are on 
Tribal land, you are subject to a Tribal Na-
tion’s civil jurisdiction and can be sued in 
Tribal court.”

USET SPF was founded in 2014 as an af-
filiate organization to USET and engages in 
national advocacy and diplomacy in an effort 
to uphold, protect, and advance Tribal sover-
eignty on behalf of member Tribal Nations, 
their citizens, and all of Indian Country.

RULING ............................................................................ continued from page one
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proved flowing sewer lines.
Connecting the facilities is a 

1,330 square-foot covered pa-
vilion that provides shelter for 
handicapped and elder specta-
tors during sporting events at 
Warrior Stadium.

Outdated ground mount-
ed transformers and buried 
high voltage lines for the field 
lights are now replaced with 
new low voltage feeders. Low 
energy consuming LED light-
ing is used in all areas.

IKBI served as general con-
tractor for the project.

“This is a wonderful exam-
ple of positive things we can 
do, not only for our school, but 
for our community by working 
together and making it hap-
pen,” said Tribal Chief Phyliss 
J. Anderson.

As a result of increased rev-
enues by the Pearl River Re-
sort and Tribal government, 
the Tribal Council passed 
FY16 operating budgets last 
September which included al-
located funding for building 
renovations, community im-
provements and new projects 
to improve services and qual-
ity of life for Tribal members.

Anderson announced one 
of the upcoming projects in-
cludes updates and improve-
ments to the CCHS softball 

PRESS BOX ..................................................................... continued from page one

“We say thanks, especial-
ly to the Tribal Council and 
Chief Phyliss J. Anderson. 
We are elated. We got more 
room and we will great-
ly benefit from this,” said 
CCHS Athletic Director 
Walter Wilson.

The new facilities were 
in operation that evening 
for the opening round of the 
State Games of Mississippi 
stickball tournament, which 
ran from June 15-18.

The previous press box, 
which was in service for 
more than 40 years, housed 
restrooms with a small 
concession area. The new 
three-tier facility, at a total 
of 1,439 square-feet, houses 
a spacious concession area 
and storage space on the 
bottom level. 

The middle level contains 
five work areas for coach-
ing staffs, public address 
and media broadcasters and 
game clock officials.

The top tier features a 
covered “crow’s nest” with 
internal wiring for television 
broadcasts so cables no lon-
ger run along the ground.

Constructed apart from 
the press box is a 740 
square-foot restroom facili-
ty with re-directed and im-

field.
“I think that is something 

that will be exciting as well, 
but this is something that is 
great. We are very excited 
about it.”

To date, the Tribe has also 
renovated the Pearl River 
Community Center (former-
ly the downstairs facility 
building), purchased 20 new 
buses for the Choctaw Trib-
al Schools and constructed a 
new bathroom facility adja-
cent to the Pearl River Am-
phitheater.

Ongoing projects include 
a $1 million Tribal elder 
roofing project, construction 
of a multipurpose building 
in Henning, Tenn., replace-
ment of the Tribal Council 
meeting hall, construction 
of a restroom facility at 
Lake Pushmataha, increased 
funding for law enforce-
ment, economic develop-
ment, planning, and other 
community improvements.

“There are so many things 
we have to do, and we will 
get to all of them, but we 
need to do it with financial 
management that makes it 
work for the Tribe,” said 
Anderson.

Pictured, front row from left, are Jessica Hickman, Angela John, Shareese Billy, TaSheena John, Vice-
Chief Ronnie Henry, Sr., Choctaw Indian Princess Emily Shoemake, Chief Phyliss J. Anderson, An-
niston Billy, Bogue Chitto Councilwoman Davita McClelland, Tucker Councilwoman Wilma Simp-
son-McMillan, Melody Steve; back row, Mark John (owner), Crystal John, Tim Moore, DeeSandra 
Ben, & John Hendrix.

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians celebrated 
the opening of the newest Trib-
al member-owned business on 
the Choctaw Reservation. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
was held for the new Hali-
to Dollar Store on Thursday, 
June 23 at the Choctaw Town 
Center in Choctaw. The store 
is owned and managed by 
Mark John of Philadelphia.

“It’s a good turn out and 
hopefully we’ll have more 
people coming in,” said John. 
“To me, this means prog-
ress. We need more Choc-
taw-owned businesses coming 
to this area and hopefully they 
become a big success.”

John introduced his dollar 
store team members - Melo-
dy Steve, Jessica Hickman, 
Angela John, TaSheena John, 
Crystal John, and Kayla John - 
and thanked tribal officials for 
all their assistance in making 
his business opportunity a re-
ality.

Several officials were pres-
ent as they urged those in at-
tendance to support local busi-
nesses.

“I want to thank Mr. John 
for opening the Halito Dol-
lar Store and encourage all 
Tribal members and those in 
surrounding neighborhoods 
to come and shop here,” said 
Tribal Chief Phyliss J. Ander-
son. “This is a wonderful thing 
and we’re very excited about 
it. We wish Mr. John much 
success.”

This is not the 50-year-old 
Tribal entrepreneur’s first 
business. He opened 16 West 

Mini Storage Rental in Choc-
taw in 2003 and expanded in 
2010. Currently, the mini stor-
age building occupancy is at 
95 percent and John hopes to 
have the same great success 
with Halito Dollar and open 
store locations in other Tribal 
communities.

“We have a great relation-
ship with Mr. John for over a 
decade. He came to our Small 
Business Development Center 
back in early 2000’s and want-
ed to get into the mini-storage 
business,” said MBCI Office 
of Economic Development 
Director John Hendrix.

“In 2003, he borrowed mon-
ey from the Choctaw Entre-
preneurial Loan Fund and 
built Phase I of the Highway 
16 mini-storage. It was a great 
success as he expanded his 
operation into Phase II. That 
business is still going strong.”

John proved he is a capable 
businessman as he utilized the 
assistance of the Small Busi-
ness Development Center by 
forming a business plan and 
franchise agreements and se-
curing funding through the 
Tribe’s Small Business Loan 
Program.

“It’s a great addition to the 
town center. It’s a great ex-
ample of community devel-
opment and putting people to 
work. All these transactions 
you make and buy from him, 
that money stays with the 
Choctaw Tax Commission and 
benefits the Tribe as a whole. 
We congratulate Mark on this 
accomplishment and we en-
courage everybody to support 

Pictured from left are Shareese Billy, owner/operator Mark John & 
Melody Steve. 

Halito Dollar Store Opens 
at Choctaw Town Center

the store and by that you are 
also supporting the Tribe and 
the community,” said Hendrix.

John said he started brain-
storming for another business 

venture about a year ago when 
he came across a website for 
Dollar Stores Retail Services, 
based out of Las Vegas, NV, 
as they provide support in as-

sisting individuals in owning 
and operating their own dollar 
store venture.

............see HALITO, pg. 6
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The Title I Parent Advisory 
Board (PAB) met May 10 at 
the Ayipa Café. The appreci-
ation luncheon was enjoyed 
by the 2016 Choctaw Tribal 
Schools Parents of the Year, 
Choctaw Central High School 
valedictorian and salutatorian, 
board members, and guests.

Valedictorian Nicholas 
McMillian and Salutatorian 
Emilee Thames were honored 
during the meeting. Nicho-
las plans to attend Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, New 
Hampshire & study Mechan-
ical Engineering. Emilee will 
attend the University of Al-
abama-Birmingham this fall 
where she will pursue a degree 
in Chemistry. Her dream is to 
become a pediatrician.

PAB Chair Ray Willis rec-
ognized this year’s Choctaw 
Tribal Schools Parents of the 

2015-16 PAB members include, front row from left, Shaundreka Thomas, Crystal Roach, Ray Wil-
lis, Darlene Willis, Pandora Sockey; back row, Dianne Johnston, Danita McMillan, Cheryl Willis, 
Jenny Deon, Denise John, Roseanna Thompson, Chantay Frazier, Sharron Thompson, & Willa 
Thomas. Not pictured are Andrea Smith, Scottie Wallace, Diana Alex, & Brian Farmer.

Pictured from left are honorees at the PAB meeting, Linda Alex, 
Outstanding Choctaw Educator, being presented her plaque by 
PAB Chair Ray Willis, 2015-2016 CCHS Valedictorian Nicholas 
McMillan, & Salutatorian Emilee Thames.

Parents of the Year recipients included, from left, Todd & Twyla York, Diamond Hundley, Robert 
Martin, Ashley Primer, Milena Ferris, Arita McMillan, and Rhonda & Vincente Lopez. Not pic-
tured are Charles & Nancy Tubby.

Title I PAB Hosts Appreciation Luncheon
Year recipients: Diamond 
Hundley (Bogue Chitto Ele-
mentary); Charles & Nancy 
Tubby (Choctaw Central High 
School); Robert Martin (Choc-
taw Central Middle School); 
Milena Ferris (Conehatta Ele-
mentary); Todd & Twyla York 
(Pearl River Elementary); Vin-
cente & Rhonda Lopez (Red 
Water Elementary); Ashley 
Primer (Standing Pine Ele-
mentary); & Arita McMillan 
(Tucker Elementary).

Linda Alex was recognized 
as the Outstanding Choctaw 
Educator for May. She has 
been employed with the Tribe 
for 37 years, with 27 of those 
years being spent in educa-
tion. Linda has served as an 
administrative assistant for the 
following programs: CCHS 
Dormitory, Chapter I & the 
Division of Schools where she 

currently serves as Education 
Personnel Assistant.

She attended Pearl River El-
ementary School and graduat-

ed from CCHS. She furthered 
her education at East Central 
Community College & Me-
ridian Community College. 
Linda has been married to her 
husband, Bradley, for 38 years 
& they are the parents of two 

sons, two daughters & eight 
grandchildren.

The board will meet again in 
August. For more information, 
contact William F. Bell at 601-
663-7660 or Dianne Johnston 
at 601-656-5724.

HALITO ............................................................................................................................................................................. continued from page five

A majority of shoppers are seeking 
the best possible value for their bud-
gets as they have migrated from the 
large grocery chains for everything 
other than perishable items. Dollar 
stores sit in prime position to provide 
great every day items, such as nation-
al brand cleaning products, personal 
grooming items like soap, hair prod-
ucts and many other personal items. 

“I think it will be beneficial for peo-
ple around here because its a dollar 
store and they don’t have to travel 
far into town for bargains. People are 
telling me, ‘I’m glad you put a dollar 
store here.’ They like the idea of hav-
ing our own store in Choctaw,” said 
John.

As a special incentive, John said he 
will pay the sales tax for Tribal elders 
55 and over with a valid Tribal ID. 

Snack and food items, balloons, 
toys, holiday decorations, reading 
glasses, and other popular ancillary 
items are also a large factor in the 
popularity of dollar stores.

“I have another venture in mind, but 
I’m not saying what it is as of now. 
This one is a good one and I think it 
will work well for the Tribe and it will 
also create jobs. I know a plan, but 
that’s a big plan,” said John.

“When I think about it, I say it will 
work. You just have to generate more 
money to build something like that 
and that is something I want to do.”

A graduate of Choctaw Central 
High School, John was also a mem-
ber of the Mississippi National Guard. 
After his discharge, he graduated from 
East Central Community College and 
attended the University of Southern 

Mississippi in Hattiesburg.
With a family to support, he found 

employment within various Tribal 
programs and driving a truck across 
the country for 14 years. John credits 
discussions with the late Doyle Tubby 
that initiated his entrepreneurial spirit.

“I was working with Doyle and we 
always talked about business ideas on 
the Reservation and how it would be 
good for Choctaws to own business-
es,” said John.

While on the road, John saw mini 
storage facilities in every part of the 
country. With his business idea in 
hand, he went to the economic devel-
opment office for assistance in making 
his idea into a reality. Unfortunately, 
funding was not available at the time.

A few years later, the Choctaw En-
trepreneurial Loan Program was es-

tablished as John was ready to go for-
ward with his business idea, although 
it wasn’t for mini storages, but for a 
buffet pizza place. The more he re-
searched it, he scrapped the idea and 
stuck with the storage facility.

Today, he offers a simple advice to 
those who are seriously considering 
starting their own business.

“Keep working a full-time job and 
have good credit. If you have good 
credit, your not going to have a prob-
lem getting a loan. Follow every step 
and it wont be hard. You’ll get stuff 
coming at you which will be over-
whelming, but just take it one step at 
a time.” 

Halito Dollar Store hours are from 
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. everyday and 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on holidays.
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Participates at Health Fair
The Early Intervention Team from the Choctaw Tribal 
Schools’ Exceptional Education Program had a booth at 
the Choctaw Health Center’s Health Fair in the lobby on 
May 11 in observance of National Hospital Week May 8-13. 
They handed out brochures & talked with participants about 
the various programs offered by the Exceptional Education 
Program. Pictured, from left, are Angie Gordon, Early Inter-
vention Coordinator, & Rhonda Fulton, Early Intervention 
Teacher.

First Chess 
Brawl Held 
at CCHS

There was much excitement, 
great participation & observa-
tion at Choctaw Central High 
School (CCHS) as the first 
ever Chess Brawl chess tour-
nament was held May 9-11 in 
the library.

There were 33 participants 
representing grades 9-12 in 
the three-day event. Although 

Coby Smith & Ricky Ander-
son seemed to be the heavy 
favorites going into the tour-
nament, they did not finish as 
the victors.

Sophomore Kyannah Grant 
won the Queen Award over all 
the female participants while 
freshman Arrow Scott won the 
King Award.

In the final match, Grant 
defeated Scott for the 2016 
Overall Chess Master title & 
bragging rights for the year!

This year’s chess competi-
tion was a big success, inspir-
ing many students to learn the 

CC Dancers
Perform at
Community 
Law Day
The Mississippi Center for 
Legal Services Corporation 
and Choctaw Legal Defense 
presented Choctaw Com-
munity Law Day, “Breaking 
Barriers & Building Bridges Through Legal Education” on May 19 at the Golden Moon VIP 
Room in Choctaw. Dozens of participants received valuable legal information in workshop 
sessions pertaining to foreclosure prevention, expungements, used car/warranties, guardian-
ship, power of attorney (wills, health care directives, etc.), child support contempt/distribu-
tion, & divorce/custody. Information was also provided by the Children & Family Services 
and the We Tip/Tribal Victim Recovery Fund. Pictured above, members of the Choctaw Cen-
tral Social Dancers held a special performance for the attendees during lunch.

game & leaving them eager to 
be more involved next year. 

The CCHS Chess Club, 
sponsored by the Gifted & 
Talented Program, encourag-
es parents, coaches & teachers 
to play this challenging brain 
game with students.

LEFT, Sophomore Kyannah 
Grant (left) was the Queen 
Award recipient & overall 2016 
CCHS Chess Master as she defeated King Award recipient freshman Arrow Scott (right) in the final 
match. She was presented her award by Bobby Smith, CCHS Gifted & Talented Program teacher. The 
Gifted & Talented Program sponsored the inaugural Chess Brawl.

CCHS 
Unified 
Team 
Enjoys 
Day 
at the 
Lake

Members of 
Choctaw Central 
High School’s 
Unified Basketball Team took 
time out to enjoy activities 
and a cookout in their honor at 
Lake Pushmataha on May 12 
in Choctaw.

The team captured gold 
medals in the 5-on-5 basket-
ball tournament as they repre-
sented Region 18 in the 2016 
Spring State Games for Spe-
cial Olympics Mississippi in 

Jackson on April 2.
“We’re celebrating with our 

Unified participants as they 
won state gold for our Choc-
taw Tribal Schools System. 
We’re here to have fun. We’re 
proud of them,” said Coach 
Amanda Reed.

The team was part of the 
Special Olympics Project 
UNIFY,® an education-based 
project that uses sports and 
education programs to acti-
vate young people to develop 
school communities where all 
youth are agents of change – 
fostering respect, dignity and 
advocacy for people with in-
tellectual disabilities.

“This was our first year 
participating in the Special 
Olympics Unified Sports. Its 
basically general education 
and special education students 
playing together. They be-
came a team and won the gold. 
That is our goal with the Uni-
fied team, to build this kind 
of relationship between all of 
our students and build more 
awareness,” said Reed.

For next year’s state games, 
Choctaw Central’s Unified 
teams may expand to compete 

in the flag football, volleyball, 
softball, and basketball tourna-
ments.

Team members included 
Dorian Ben, Keyshana Bea-
mon, Danta Cotton, Marina 
Davis, Darrel Mingo, Terrance 
Thomas, Gunnar Tubby, Allen 
Sockey, Nick Williams, Key-
shawn Willis, Kaitlyn Wil-
son, & Trevor York. Serving 
as coach was Amanda Reed. 
Case Manager Gloria Echols 
was instrumental in connect-
ing with Mississippi Special 
Olympics to ensure the project 
occurred at Choctaw Central.

One of the favorite activities at 
the lake included a washer toss. 
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Former FACE
Student Receives 
Diploma
Erin Cantrell enrolled in 
the FACE (Family and 
Child Education) Pro-
gram & received her GED 
in 2007. She graduated 
from East Central Com-
munity College in May 
2016 with an Associates of Science Degree. The FACE staff, 
friends & family are very proud of her hard work, dedica-
tion & accomplishments. Pictured above is former FACE 
Adult Educator Angie Gordon, left, & Cantrell.

Participants of The Longest Walk 5 took a break from their 
3,600 mile journey & rested in Choctaw May 16-20.

Longest Walk 5 Makes A 
Stop in Choctaw

Participants of The Longest Walk 5 made a stop in Choc-
taw May 16-20 as they took a break from their 3,600 mile 
journey. The trek, which began on Feb. 13 in La Jolla, CA, 
will conclude at Washington, D.C. on July 15. The theme, 
“Calling an End to Drug Abuse and Domestic Violence,” 
calls for guidance on drug related issues causing devastation 
on Indian Reservations and communities in the U.S.

Along the journey, participants worked with communities 
to collect information on ways to heal our people and the 
Earth.

On May 18 & 20, American Indian Movement (AIM) 
co-founder Dennis Banks and Walk participants facilitated 
open 12-step meetings at the Choctaw Health Center’s Be-
havioral Health. The meetings serve as a self-help approach 
to recovery from alcohol, drugs, & other addictions that are 
challenging lives.

“Because of the extremely high rate of suicides and other 
drug-related deaths, I am issuing a state of war declaration 
between AIM and drugs across America. The deaths are at a 
pandemic stage,” stated Banks.

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians congratulate 
Tribal members Aspen Wesley, 
Mahalia Gibson and Hailey 
Lunderman as they have gar-
nered prestigious post-season 
softball honors for their play 
at their respective schools.

Aspen Wesley
Neshoba Central High 

School freshman pitcher As-
pen Wesley was named the 
2015-16 Gatorade Mississip-
pi Softball Player of the Year. 
She is the second Tribal mem-
ber to receive this honor from 
Neshoba Central.

The Gatorade State Softball 
Players of the Year were select-
ed based on athletic produc-
tion and impact in the 2015-
16 season. Each winner also 
demonstrated high academic 
achievement and exemplary 
personal character, including 
volunteerism, sportsmanship 
and community leadership.

She led the Rockets to a 27-1 
record and a fourth consecu-
tive Class 5A state champion-
ship this past season. Wesley 
did not allow an earned run 
in eight Class 5A state tourna-
ment games, including a pair 
of shutouts in a two-game fi-
nals’ sweep of West Harrison.

A three-time Clarion-Ledger 
First Team All-State selection, 
Wesley finished with a 24-1 
record, posting a 0.23 ERA 
and amassing 294 strikeouts 
in 155 innings pitched. She 
also batted .338 with five ex-
tra-base hits and 17 RBI.

She has maintained a B av-
erage and is a member of her 
school’s Spanish and Bible 
clubs. She has also volun-
teered on behalf of her church 
and as a youth softball instruc-
tor.

“Aspen is a very dedicated 
and hardworking student-ath-
lete,” said Neshoba Central 
head coach Trae Embry. “She 
believes in hard work and 
especially works hard at her 
pitching. She is a very special 
talent that loves to compete 
and loves her teammates.”

Wesley was also named The 
Meridian Star’s All-Metro 
Player of the Year to add to her 
impressive list of honors.

Mahalia Gibson
East Central Community 

College softball standout Ma-
halia Gibson of Hattiesburg 
was recognized as a 2016 Ar-
thur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar, 
in the April 21st edition of Di-
verse: Issues In Higher Edu-
cation.

A product of Oak Grove 
High School and a 2016 ECCC 
graduate, Gibson was earlier 
named an NJCAA All Region 
23 selection. She batted .402 
and had 72 hits, including 18 
homeruns and 68 RBI. She 
was named co-recipient of the 
team’s Most Valuable Offen-
sive Player Award.

The Lady Warriors com-
pleted the season with a 44-
11 record and advanced to the 
MACJC State and Region 23 
tournaments under head coach 
Kristin Chaney and assistant 
Courtney Nunn.

Following her freshman 
season, she was selected an 
NJCAA Division II Softball 
First Team All-American. She 
also was named to the NJCAA 
Division II Softball National 
Championship All-Tourna-
ment Team, NJCAA Region 
23 All-Region Team, and Mis-
sissippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior Colleges 
First Team All-State.

Each sports scholar must be 
a non-freshman who competes 
in an intercollegiate sport, 
maintains a cumulative grade-
point average of at least 3.20, 
and is active in his or her cam-
pus or in the community.

Approximately 1,000 male 
and female students from 
across the country were nom-

inated.
Diverse: Issues In Higher 

Education established the Ar-
thur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholars 
Awards “to honor undergrad-
uate students of color who 
best exemplify academic and 
athletic achievement. Inspired 
by tennis legend Arthur Ashe, 
Jr.’s commitment to education 
as well as his love for the game 
of tennis, U.S. colleges and 
universities are invited to par-
ticipate in this annual awards 
program by nominating their 
outstanding sports scholars.

In addition to their athletic 
ability and academic perfor-
mance, Arthur Ashe, Jr. Sports 
Scholars demonstrate a com-
mitment to community service 
and student leadership.”

Gibson will continue her 
softball career at Southeastern 
Louisiana University in Ham-
mond, LA.

Hailey Lunderman
Ole Miss softball freshman 

shortstop Hailey Lunderman 
was one of three Ole Miss 
players named to the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association 
All-Region Team.

Lunderman was named to 
the Second Team.

The awards honor softball 
student-athletes from the As-
sociation’s 10 regions with 
first, second team and selec-
tions. NFCA member coaches 
from each respective region 
voted on the teams, and all the 
honorees now become eligi-
ble for selection to the 2016 
NFCA Division I All-Ameri-
can squads.

Lunderman led Ole Miss 

all season with a .372 aver-
age, breaking the Rebels’ sin-
gle-season record with 73 hits 
and 40 runs scored. She also 
swiped 19 bases contributing 
to the Rebels’ record-breaking 
total, and was a Top-10 Final-
ist for the Schutt Sports/NFCA 
Division I National Freshman 
of the Year award.

She was the leading fresh-
man hitter in the SEC and 
has 24 multi-hit games as the 
only player to start every con-

test this season. She was an 
All-Freshman SEC selection.

Ole Miss softball’s 2016 
campaign came to an end in 
the NCAA Norman Regional 
as they ended the season with 
a 41-22 record. They set a new 
standard for the program with 
a school record 41 wins, re-
cord-tying 11 SEC wins, first 
NCAA Tournament appear-
ance, first SEC Tournament 
win, and first win in an NCAA 
Regional.

Tribal Athletes Honored For Their Play

Pictured from left are Aspen Wesley, Mahalia Gibson & Hailey 
Lunderman.
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Workshop in Tucker
On May 2, the Cultural Af-

fairs Program (CAP) hosted a 
round comb workshop at the 
Tucker Facility Building. Par-
ticipants and staff instructors 
enjoyed the workshop very 
much. The CAP offers signifi-
cant resources in an attempt to 
connect people with the Choc-
taw culture and to strengthen 
their knowledge of it.  

National Day of Prayer
By proclamation of Gov. 

Phil Bryant, the 65th Annual 
Observance of Mississippi Na-

tional Day of Prayer was held 
on the south steps of the State 
Capitol in Jackson on May 5. 

“Wake Up America” was 
the theme and the passage se-
lected for the event was from 
Isaiah 58:1A (NIV), “Shout it 
aloud, do not hold back, raise 
your voice like a trumpet.”

Pastor Thomas Ben, of the 
Spirit of Life Christian Center 
in Choctaw, was one of several 
religious figures in attendance 
to offer a prayer. Afterwards, 
the Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw Indians (MBCI) Tradi-
tional Dancers & Drummers 

The MBCI Traditional Dancers & Drummers pose in front of the Capitol with Mississippi            
Governor Phil Bryant and First Lady Deborah Bryant before their performance.

ABOVE, Participants & CAP staff members enjoyed the round 
comb decorating workshop at the Tucker Facility Building on 
May 2. RIGHT, Mitch 
Shoemake of the Choc-
taw Fire Department 
shows DCI staff mem-
bers (background from 
left) Casey Bigpond & 
Lorena Alex how to op-
erate an Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillator. The 
training was held at the 
Choctaw Fire Depart-
ment.

presented a very moving and 
wonderful performance of the 
Walk Dance.

Prayers were offered for the 
government, military, families, 
churches, media, entertain-
ment, business, and education 
across the nation. Messianic 
Rabbi Yosef Lynn Boleware 
offered a prayer for Israel.

Members of the MBCI del-
egation included Phyllis Mc-
Millan, Trudy Jimmie, Casey 
Bigpond, Sherrill Nickey, 
“Speedy” Lewis, Garrison 
Joe, Ken Frazier, Dan Isaac, 
Leda Isaac, Demetrius Wil-

Expect.
Employ.
Empower!

Please enjoy the floral decora-
tions throughout the Choctaw In-
dian Fairgrounds and know that 
these beautiful decorations were 
produced by Tribal member work-
ers who experience a disability & 
participate in the Vocational Reha-
bilitation Services Horticulture Work Adjust-
ment Training Program. This program trains 
Tribal member job seekers who experience a 
disability in good & transferable work habits. Participants & CAP staff members took part in a medallion 

beading workshop at the Tucker Facility Building on May 17.

liams, Kirk McMillan, Priscil-
la Williams, and Edna Cotton.

CPR Training
On May 12, the Department 

of Chahta Immi (DCI) staff 
attended a refresher course in 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscita-
tion (CPR) and first-aid train-
ing at the Choctaw Fire De-
partment (CFD) in Choctaw.

CFD Instructor Mitch Shoe-
make demonstrated techniques 
and had the staff practice so 
they will know what to do in 
real-life medical emergen-
cy situations, (e.g. breathing 
problems, heart attack, faint-
ing, diabetes, strokes, seizures, 
and signs of shock).

Shoemake explained when 
and how to apply tourniquets 
and how to administer first-
aid for tooth injuries, blood 
loss, eye injuries, burns, etc. 

He also gave a brief refresher 
course on how to operate the 
Automated External Defibril-
lator (AED).

The DCI staff must keep 
their skills fresh at all times, 
mainly because of numerous 
activities they conduct with 
the general public throughout 
the year. In the past, minor 
injuries have sometimes oc-
curred at workshops.

The DCI say “yakoki” to 
the firefighters, unsung heroes 
of the CFD, for the dynamic 
training they provided and, 
most of all, for their exempla-
ry service.

Medallion Beading
Workshop

Several tribal members at-
tended a medallion beading 

If your business is looking for a proven em-
ployee, contact the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services Program at 601-650-7333 or e-mail 
mmeruvia@choctaw.org.

......see DCI NEWS, pg. 12
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workshop at the Tucker Fa-
cility Building on May 17. 
The CAP staff enjoyed shar-
ing their information on how 
to make a beaded medallion.  
Mary Winstead, of Fashions 
and Fabrics in Philadelphia, 
brought required items for 
purchase.

Consultants Nancy Vaughn, 
Shawntye Vaughn, Priscilla 
Williams, and Sherrill Nickey 
provided instructions to the 
participants.		

Sash Making Workshop  
CAP staff members Trudy 

Jimmie and Lorena Alex host-
ed a sash making workshop on 
May 27 at the Bogue Chitto 
Facility Building.

Priscilla Williams, Shawntye 
Vaughn, Nancy Vaughn, and 
Everett Sam served as work-
shop consultants as they are 
experienced and extremely 
creative and have produced 
great qualities of beautiful 
sashes.

The cultural training classes 
will resume in August. Please 
keep a close watch on the bul-
letin for the schedule.

Give us some feedback from 
our training workshops so we 
can have an assessment of 
ways to better serve the com-
munities. Write us at: Cultural 
Affairs Program, 101 Industri-
al Road, Choctaw, MS 39350; 
or call us at 601-663-7506.   

Tribal Language Program 
News

The Tribal Language Pro-
gram staff has been very busy 
with planning and conducting 
material & resource devel-
opment meetings 
with the Division 
of Schools/Choc-
taw Tribal Schools, 
Division of Early 
Childhood Educa-
tion, Choctaw Lan-
guage Instructor 
Certification proj-
ect and Choctaw 
Language Curricu-
lum members.

We are devel-
oping an online 
Choctaw language 
learning game and 
a visual dictionary. 
The app, Language 
Learning Resource 

Casey Bigpond, 
Cultural Revital-
ization Special-
ist,  conducted the 
fundamentals of 
making stickball 
sticks at the Crys-
tal Ridge Facility 
Building on May 
24. Greg Phillips 
(left) is cutting the 
hickory wood for the stickball sticks as Tribal Council Crystal 
Ridge representative Joseph Wesley (right) closely observes.

for Choctaw Learners, is on a 
trial run for the Youth Oppor-
tunity Program and we need 
feedback before it is pub-
lished. For more information, 
call the Tribal Language Pro-
gram office at 601-663-7603.

We completed a community 
language class at Tucker Com-
munity (Fani Lakna) for spring 
2016. Four families (I̱choka 
achaffa álhíha), pictured be-
low, consistently attended the 
family oriented language class 
(Chahta Annopa Ábachi).

Pictured above are some of the sashes from the fabulous collec-
tion of Everett Sam.

Updated 
Measures to 
Strengthen
ICWA

(WASHINGTON) – Acting 
Assistant Secretary - Indian 
Affairs Lawrence S. Roberts 
announced final, updated mea-
sures to protect the rights of 
Indian children, their parents 
and their tribes in state child 
welfare proceedings.

The measures, comprised in 
a final rule announced on June 
8, will support the stability 
and security of Indian families 
and tribes by providing a more 
consistent interpretation of 
the Indian Child Welfare Act 
of 1978 (ICWA), regardless 
of the child welfare worker, 
judge or state involved.

“The final rule builds upon 
the work of tribes and states 
by clarifying the Indian Child 
Welfare Act’s requirements, 
promoting consistency in 
Indian child-placement pro-
ceedings, and ensuring that 
regardless of the state court 
forum, children and their par-
ents receive the active efforts 
envisioned by Congress to 
maintain family and commu-
nity,” said Acting Assistant 
Secretary Roberts.

“Child welfare workers, 
state court judges and state 
agencies deserve clear rules 
as they work with Native fam-
ilies and tribes to implement 
the protections of the law. This 
rule promotes family and com-
munity by ensuring that if a 
Native child has been removed 
from their home previously, 
they will have a pathway for 
reunification with their fami-
ly.”

Congress enacted IWCA to 
address the separation of In-
dian children from their fam-
ilies at a disproportionately 
high rate, as a result of state 
agency policies and practic-
es that placed the children in 
non-Indian foster and adoptive 
homes.

Although ICWA has helped 
to prevent the wholesale sep-
aration of tribal children from 
their families in many regions 

DCI NEWS ......................................................................... continued from page eleven

The program will be offer-
ing another community class 
this fall. Registration flyers 
will be distributed this Sep-
tember. Please be on the look-
out for it! 

We are searching for Choc-
taw speakers from all com-
munities who are interested 
in becoming a member of our 
Choctaw Language Advisory 
Committee. If you are interest-
ed, please call us at 601-650-
7430. Yakokih!

..........continued next page
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Police Explorers 
Attend Academy

Congratulations to Police Explorers par-
ticipants Derrick Mingo, Billy Johnson and 
Cobi John for completing the week-long 
Southeastern Law Enforcement Explorer 
Academy in Biloxi.

The academy, held in June, was attended 
by 75 cadets from across Mississippi, Flor-
ida, Texas, and London, England as they 
received classroom instruction and physi-
cal training. Each day began at 4:00 a.m.

“We work out for an hour then go back to 
the room and clean up. We came here to learn 
everything about the police academy,” said 
Derrick Mingo in a television interview. “I’m 
getting a whole lot out of it. I have learned so 
much between friendship, brotherhood and not 

to give up, no matter how hard things get.”
At the conclusion of the academy, a gradu-

ation ceremony was held as Mingo and John 
were recipients of the Fitness Award.

Police Explorers is a career oriented program 
that gives young people personal awareness of 

the criminal justice system through train-
ing, practical experiences, competition, 
and other activities. The program also pro-
motes personal growth through character 
development, respect for the rule of law, 
physical fitness, and good citizenship.

The program serves as guidance to law 
enforcement through experience. The 
goal is to give the participant experience 
to either continue pursuing a career in law 
enforcement or decide that law enforce-
ment is not for them. 

The Police Explorer Program is under 
the leadership of Choctaw Police Depart-
ment Captain Carl Chickaway. Explorers 
learn basic police techniques and proce-
dures and learn more about the criminal 
justice system, youth court system, deten-
tion services, and history of the Choctaw 
Police Department. 

Pictured above, from left, are Choctaw Police Captain 
Danny Chickaway, Derrick Mingo, Billy Johnson & 
Cobi John.

of the U.S., Native American 
children are still dispropor-
tionately more likely to be 
removed from their homes 
and communities than other 
children. And Indian families 
continue to be broken up by 
the removal of their children 
by nontribal public and private 
agencies.

Based on 2013 data, Native 
children nationwide are rep-
resented in state foster care at 
a rate 2.5 times greater than 
their presence in the gener-
al population. In some states, 
Native American children are 
represented in state foster-care 
systems at rates as high as 
14.8 times their presence in 
the general population of that 
state.

Since the enactment of 
ICWA, state courts and state 
agencies have sometimes dif-
fered in their interpretations 
of the law and inconsistently 
implemented the statute. The 
final rule clarifies the Act’s 
requirements, often drawing 
upon approaches already used 
by states.

Many states have enacted 
state law versions of ICWA 
that provide additional protec-
tions for tribes and Indian fam-
ilies, and this rule does not add  
more protective standards, but 
rather establishes minimum 
federal standards under ICWA 
and incorporates best practices 
in child welfare. The rule also 
promotes judicial collabora-
tion between tribal courts and 
state courts in the implementa-
tion of ICWA.

“ICWA was designed to 
safeguard Native children 
from undue separation from 
their families and cultural 
identity. This rule will achieve 
consistent implementation of 
a law that remains critical to 
protecting the best interest of 
Native children and promoting 
successful Native communi-
ties,” said Secretary of the In-
terior Sally Jewell, who serves 
as chair of the President’s 
White House Council on Na-
tive American Affairs.

“It is in a child’s best inter-
est to keep their family intact 
when it can be done safely, and 
provide pathways to connect 
with the child’s larger family 
and community. This rule re-
flects the highest standards in 
child welfare.”

Under the rule announced, 
state courts in foster-care, ter-
mination-of-parental-rights, 
and adoption proceedings will 
be required to ask whether the 
child is an “Indian child” un-
der ICWA, and therefore sub-
ject to the law’s procedures.

Determining this early in 
the proceeding maximizes the 
chances of placing the child 
with extended family and oth-
er preferred placements, thus 
promoting stability for the 
child and healthy connections 
with his or her family and 
tribe. The rule also provides 
clarity on the requirement that 
“active efforts” be provided to 
maintain or reunite the child 
with his or her family.

The Attorney General’s Ad-
visory Committee on Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native 
Children Exposed to Violence 
recommended in its November 
2014 Report that the Depart-
ment of the Interior issue reg-
ulations to better implement 
ICWA and promote compli-
ance. The Advisory Commit-
tee based its recommendation 
on hours of testimony regard-
ing the inconsistent applica-
tion of ICWA’s requirements 
and lack of compliance.

In developing this final rule, 
the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary - Indian Affairs worked 
closely with the Children’s 
Bureau of the Administration 
for Children and Families, in 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, and the 
U.S. Department of Justice to 
produce a final rule that re-
flects the expertise of all three 
agencies.

Further, the Interior Depart-
ment held listening sessions 
in which commenters urged 
strengthening ICWA imple-
mentation through codifica-
tion in a new rule. The final 
rule follows the March 2015 
publication of a proposed rule 
on which the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs received more than 
2,100 written comments.

As part of its process of 
collecting input on the pro-
posed rule, Interior held five 
public hearings and five tribal 
consultation sessions across 
the country in April and May 
2015, as well as one public 
hearing and one tribal consul-
tation by teleconference.

“The number of comments 

we received on this rule is 
unprecedented for Indian Af-
fairs,” Acting Assistant Sec-
retary Roberts said. “The final 
rule reflects the input of tribes, 
states, organizations and in-
dividuals that serve children 
and families and have substan-
tial expertise in child-welfare 
practices.”

The final rule will become 
effective 180 days after its 
publication in the Federal 
Register. Within that time, the 
Bureau will publish revised 
guidelines to replace the Feb-
ruary 24, 2015 Guidelines for 
State Courts and Agencies 
in Indian Child Custody Pro-
ceedings.

The final regulations can be 
found at http://www.indianaf-
fairs.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/OIS/
HumanServices/IndianChild-
WelfareAct/index.htm.
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Chee Joe Spencer

Funeral service for Chee 
Joe Spencer, 72, was held on 
Monday, June 6, 2016, from 
the Red Water Facility Build-
ing. Deacon Ricky Edwards & 
Rev. Carl Wilson officiated.

Burial was in the Old Mt. 
Zion Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Services 
was in charge of arrangements.

Mr. Spencer passed away on 
June 2 at Anderson Regional 
Medical Center in Meridian.

He was a respected member 
of Chicago’s American Indian 
Community. He was an artist 

& retail arts business owner 
for almost 30 years.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Joe Ben & Maggie 
Chee; and brothers, Ben Chee, 
Joe Chee & Mike Chee.

Survivors include his 
wife, Lucille Chitto Spencer; 
daughters, Jo Lynn O’Connell 
& Sharlyn Bokus; sons, Dave 
Spencer & Kevin Chee Spen-
cer; sisters, Dorothy Martinez, 
Rose Shirley, Minnie Chee, 
& Sadie Randolph; brothers, 
Frank Chee, Kee Y. Chee & 
Nelson Chee; five grandchil-
dren; two great-grandchildren; 
& a host of nieces, nephews, 
relatives, & friends.

Infant Mackenzie

Marie Isaac

Funeral service for Macken-
zie Marie Isaac, one day old 
infant, was held on Monday, 
June 6, 2016, from Hope Indi-
an Baptist Church in Choctaw. 
Deacon Williamson Isaac & 
Rev. Leonard Ben officiated.

Burial was in the Simon 
Isaac Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Infant Isaac passed away 
on June 2 at the University    
Medical Center in Jackson.

She is survived by her par-
ents, Ty Isaac & Dominque 
Murray; grandparents, Ralph 
& Penny Starr Isaac, George 
Brown, Mary Brown & Fred-
dick Murray; two aunts; two 
uncles; & a host of family 
members.

Samuel Ray Tubby

Funeral service for Samuel 
Ray Tubby, 53, was held on 
Thursday, June 9, 2016, from 
the Pearl River Community 
Center. Deacon Joseph Wesley 
& Pastor Mark Patrick offici-
ated.

Burial was in the Old Canaan 
Cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was 

in charge of arrangements.
Mr. Tubby passed away on 

June 6 at OCH Regional Med-
ical Center in Starkville.

His hobbies included play-
ing basketball, riding his 
scooter & spending time with 
family & friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Mary Sullivan 
Mingo Tubby; sisters, Ma-
donna Willis, Myrna Willis & 
Mary Ann Tubby; a brother, 
Alfred Lee Tubby; two un-
cles, two aunts, a niece, & two 
nephews.

Survivors include two sis-
ters, Ezaline Tubby Polk & 
Donna Tubby; a brother, Sul-
livan Tubby, Jr.; an aunt, 12 
nieces, two nephews, numer-
ous great-nieces & great-neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

Benjamin Tyrone Ben

Funeral service for Benja-
min Tyrone Ben, 29, was held 
on Monday, June 13, 2016, 
from the Greenhill Methodist 
Church in Choctaw. Rev. Dan-
iel Tubby officiated.

Burial was in the Pearl River 
Community Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Ser-
vices was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Mr. Ben passed away on 
June 9 at his residence.

He enjoyed being with fam-
ily & friends & taking selfies.

Survivors include his moth-
er, Willie Mae Ben; father, 
James Thomas; sisters; Nellie 
Meely, Terrell Proctor, Melis-
sa Hughes, Michelle Jim, Jua-
nokia Thomas, Lisa Lewis, & 
Roseanna Thomas; brothers, 
Stew Thomas, Darrell Thom-
as, Christopher Thomas, Ron-
nie Thomas, James Thomas, 
& Patrick Thomas; two aunts; 
two uncles; & a host of rela-
tives & friends.

Peggy Nell Anderson

Chapman

Funeral service for Peggy 
Nell Anderson Chapman, 61, 
was held on Tuesday, June 
14, 2016, from the Choctaw 
Missionary Baptist Church 
in Standing Pine. Bro. Shelly 
Peoples officiated.

Burial was in the church 
cemetery. John E. Stephens 

..........continued next page
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Chapel Funeral Services was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Chapman passed away 
on June 7 at Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital in Dallas, TX.

She was a certified nurse as-
sistant. She was a Baptist by 
faith & enjoyed spending time 
with family & friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Rev. A.J. & 
Juanita Charley Anderson; sis-
ters, Ella Nora Johnson, Sara 
Cox, Merilene Dixon, Melin-
da Anderson, Eunice Farm-
er, Melvina Stoliby, Zozaline 
Johns, & Evelyn Weldy; & 
brothers, Robert Anderson, 
Sr., Belvin Anderson & Elvis 
Anderson.

She is survived by two 
sons, Dale Wheeler & Steven 
Thomas; a daughter, Leslie 
Morgan; six grandchildren; 
a brother, James Anderson; 
a half-brother, Jerry Jim; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, fami-
ly, and friends.

Bertha Willis Tubby

Funeral service for Bertha 
Willis Tubby, 78, was held 
on Saturday, June 18, 2016, 
from the Pearl River Baptist 
Church. Rev. Glenn Myers & 
Pastor Mark Patrick officiated.

Burial was in the Phillips 
Cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ms. Tubby passed away 
on June 15 at Rush Specialty 
Hospital in Meridian.

She was a devout Christian 
& held several church posi-
tions, such as Sunday School 
teacher, Sunday School super-
intendent & song leader. She 
& her husband were house 
parents for a youth center in 
the late 70’s. She enjoyed lis-
tening to Choctaw hymns & 
being a homemaker.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Finis Tubby; 
daughter, Sandra Kay Tubby; 
parents, Bennett & Eulie John; 
sister, Frieda John Imburg-
ia; brothers, Roy John, Sr. & 
Hamilton John; & a grandson.

Survivors include daugh-
ters, Darlene Tubby Patrick 
& Julia Yazzie Tubby; a son, 
Kevin Tubby; brother, McAr-
thur John; five grandchildren; 
9 great-grandchildren; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, rela-
tives, & friends.

Mary Bell

Funeral service for Mary 
Bell, 52, was held on Friday, 
June 24, 2016, from the Bogue 
Chitto Baptist Church. Deacon 
Kendall Wallace & Rev. Doby 
Henry officiated.

Burial was in the Bogue 
Chitto Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Ms. Bell passed away on 
June 20 at the Choctaw Health 
Center in Choctaw.

She was a homemaker who 
enjoyed reading, cooking, 
doing crossword puzzles, & 
spending time with her family.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Royce Bell, Sr.; 
& a son, Ryan Bell.

Survivors include her moth-
er, Alma Bell; daughters, Ari-
el Bell & Alma Frazier; sons, 
Kingsley Bell, Sr., Joel Bell & 
Elliot Bell; sisters, Debra Bell, 
Evelyn Bell & Evalene Clem-
mons; brothers, Royce Bell, 
Jr. & Curtis Bell; 9 grandchil-
dren; a special companion, 
Ivan Wilson; an aunt; four un-
cles; & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

Thurdrek Hushunti Hitha 
Tubby

Funeral service for Thurdrek 
Hushunti Hitha Tubby, 18, 
was held on Friday, June 24, 
2016, from Hope Indian Bap-
tist Church in Choctaw. Dea-
con Joseph Wesley and Rev. 
Travis Willis officiated.

Burial was in the Bogue 
Chitto Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Tubby passed away on 
June 21 at the Choctaw Health 
Center in Choctaw.

He enjoyed watching Ses-
ame Street & Spongebob 
Squarepants & mimicking his 
favorite character, Elmo.

He was preceded in death by 
his grandparents, Leon Tubby, 
Jerry Clemons, Sr. & Betty 
Bell Clemons; a great-grand-
mother, Martha Bell; & an un-
cle.

Survivors include his moth-
er, Rose Nell Clemons; fa-
ther, Thurdis Ray Tubby, Sr.; 
brother, Thurdis Ray Tubby, 
Jr.; half-sister, Hope Thomas; 

a niece, an aunt, two uncles, & 
a host of relatives.

Emma Lee Willis

Funeral service for Emma 
Lee Willis, 63, was held on 
Saturday, June 25, 2016, from 
Hopewell Baptist Church in 
Standing Pine. Rev. Travis 
Willis officiated.

Burial was in the Standing 
Pine Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Ms. Willis passed away on 
June 22 at the Choctaw Resi-
dential Center in Choctaw.

She received her GED & 
attended Meridian Junior Col-
lege & Mississippi State Uni-
versity. She held various jobs 
until her retirement. She en-
joyed doing puzzles & listen-
ing to Choctaw hymns.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Philman & 
Aline Williams; a son, Al-
dridge Willis; brothers, Sam-
my Williams, Henry Williams, 
Bradley Williams, Jonas Wil-
liams, & Dennis Williams; & 
a granddaughter.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Tracey Waiter & 
Oneva Willis; sisters, Selma 
Denson, Ruby Williams, Fan-
nie Willis, Annie Bell, Rose 
Mary Williams, Joanna Wil-
liams, & Wanda Isaac; broth-
ers, Henderson Williams, Dar-
ry Williams, Jimmy Williams, 
& Wayne Williams; 10 grand-
children; six great-grandchil-
dren; & a host of nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, & friends.

Jimmy Ray Williams, Sr.

Funeral service for Jimmy 
Ray Williams, Sr., 68, was 
held on Friday, July 1, 2016, 
from the Bogue Chitto Facility 
Building.

Burial was in the Bogue 
Chitto Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Williams passed away 
on June 27 at the Anderson 
Regional Medical Center in 
Meridian.

He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army and served in the Viet-
nam War. After his honorable 
discharge, he later worked on 
a riverboat, offshore work, 

then the Choctaw Police De-
partment as a Detention Offi-
cer/Supervisor.

He enjoyed fishing, playing 
golf, gourd dancing at the Vet-
erans Day Pow Wow, and be-
ing with his family.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Philmon & Aline 
Williams; sister, Emma Lee 
Willis; & brothers, Sammy 
Williams, Henry Williams, 
Bradley Williams, Jonas Wil-
liams, & Dennis Williams.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Deeda Williams, 
Fawndra Williams & Monique 
Williams; one son, Jimmy 
Williams, Jr.; seven sisters, 
Ruby Williams, Fannie Wil-
lis, Annie Bell, Rose Mary 
Williams, Joanna Williams, 
Wanda Isaac, & Selma Den-
son; three brothers, Darry 
Williams, Wayne Williams, 
& Henderson Williams; five 
grandchildren; & a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

Eric Shane Bell

Funeral service for Eric 
Shane Bell, 39, was held on 
Friday, July 1, 2016, from the 
Hope Indian Baptist Church in 
Choctaw. Bro. Eddie Johnson 

officiated.
Burial was in the Bogue 

Chitto Community Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Bell passed away on 
June 26 at his residence.

He was an outstanding base-
ball player at Ripley (TN) 
High School. He was a carpen-
ter then worked at the Pearl 
River Resort. He enjoyed fish-
ing, golfing, relaxing at home, 
& telling stories with family & 
friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Larry Frazier & 
Dean Bell; sisters, Amelia Bell 
& Lori Frazier; & an uncle.

Survivors include wife, 
Vonda Bell; daughters, Marisa 
Hall, Dayrean Bell, Dalmon-
nia King, & MaCayden Tub-
by; sons, Skyler Bell & Zaiden 
Sam; an aunt who raised him, 
Mae Bell; a sister, Robin T. 
Bell; brothers, Eric Ketcher, 
Machiela Bell, Jeremy Bell, 
& Shawn Shoemake; a grand-
child, three nieces, a nephew, 
& a host of relatives & friends. 



Happy Big Birthday 
to Shirley Shoemake on 
June 9. We love you & 
thanks for always being 
there for us. From your 
sisters, Harold Jr., Hilbert,                  
Katie, Derrick Jr., Devon, 
& Paneshia.

Happy Birthday to 
Frankie Farmer on July 4, 
from your wife, Stephania.

Happy Birthday to 
Karene Jefferson on July 
29, from your family & 
friends.

Happy Birthday to “Sudie Booty.” Don’t overdo it! 
Much love from Mary & Derek Thompson.

To my kids Stephanie, Michael,  
Mikie, Billy Joe, & grandkids - Not a 
day goes by that I don’t think of yall. 
Yall are grown with kids of your own & 
I’m proud of yall. I love yall so much. I 
will keep yall in my prayers. Love, dad 
(Mike Shaffer)... To my mom, Christine 
Joe - Happy Mother’s 
Day, even though it’s a 
little late, but everyday 
is Mother’s Day. I will 
see you soon. Love 
you mom. From your 
son, Michael Shaffer.
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Tribe Takes Part in State Games
Amateur athletes from across the state took part in the 2016 

State Games of Mississippi Opening Ceremonies on Friday, 
June 17 in Meridian. Festivities included the lighting of the 
State Games cauldron, food, music, & a fireworks show. The 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians/Pearl River Resort is one 
of several Gold Sponsors for the event.

The Pearl River youth stickball team (ages 9-12) claimed 
gold medals in the State Games Kabotcha Toli stickball tourna-
ment over Oka Homma 3-2 at Choctaw Central High School’s       
Warrior Stadium in Choctaw on June 18.

Oka Homma received silver medals & Koni Hata Osi claimed 
bronze medals with a 10-0 win over the Warriors in the conso-
lation game.

2016 State Games Kabotcha Toli Stickball Gold Medalists - Pearl River

2016 State Games Kabotcha Toli Stickball Silver Medalists - Oka Homma

2016 State Games Kabotcha Toli Stickball Bronze Medalists - Koni Hata Osi

LEFT, Tribal members Makaylin Alex & Thomas Saunders par-
ticipated in the parade of athletes. RIGHT, Pearl River’s Ayden 
McKinney (center) was named MVP. Congratulating him were 
Choctaw Recreation Director Jason Grisham (left) & Pearl River 
coach Jimmy Vaughn.

A Happy July Birthday to 
Shelbi Bell. She visited the 
Pushmataha Monument in 

Washington, D.C. &
won a bronze medal in 

the 2016 State Games of 
Mississippi in Archery.

Laila Grace Jones
celebrated her 1st

birthday on March 30 with 
family & friends. She is the 
daughter of Jason & Lanie 

Jones, sister of Bryson 
Smith & Ky Jones, & 

granddaughter of Deborah 
Henry & Darren Tubby 

and Sterling & Joan Jones.

Happy 11th Birthday to our baby brother 
who is now taller than us! Love you Will. - 

Natalie & Kassie


